
 
 

 
 

The European Commission  
Centre for Research  

on Impact Evaluation (CRIE) 
in collaboration 

with 
DG Employment,  

Social Affairs 
and Inclusion (DG EMPL) 

 

announce the 

2017 Spring Meeting  

of the Community of Practice  

on Counterfactual Impact Evaluation (CoP-CIE) 

 

Riga (LV), 8-9 June 2017 

Venue: Riga Technical University, Ķīpsala campus, Āzenes iela 12 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this event is to foster the collaboration between DG EMPL, CRIE, ESF Managing Authorities (MAs), 

and other stakeholders, creating an appropriate environment for sharing experience and knowledge on the impact 

evaluation of ESF funded policy interventions. 

 

Objectives 

The scope of the 2017 Spring Meeting is set to respond to the request from the Community of Practice members for 

sharing some good practice regarding mixing CIE with the so-called “Theory-based” methods. The combination of 

CIE with other methods strengthens the reliability of data and the validity of recommendations. It also broadens our 

understanding of the processes through which program outcomes and impacts are achieved.  

The 2017 Spring Meeting is dedicated to discuss how other methods can be attached to CIEs in order for the MAs to 

be able to utilize the full potential of the CIE approaches and it is aimed at those experienced in CIE of ESF funded 

policies who wish to further advance their capabilities in this field.  

 

Target participants 

Public administration officials, external evaluators currently working with the ESF MAs on CIEs of ESF funded 

interventions.

https://crie.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


  
June 8, 2017 

09.00    Registration  

09.30 Welcome and introductory remarks  

Normunds Strautmanis, Deputy Head of Evaluation Division, EU Funds Strategy Department, 
Ministry of Finance (LV) 

09.35 Fostering the Community of Practice on CIE 

Maria José Cueto Faus, Head of Unit, Directorate-General Employment, Social Affairs and 
Inclusion (DG EMPL) 

 Keynote speeches: Combining CIE with other evaluation methods 

09.45 Paolo Paruolo, Head of the Competence Centre on Microeconomic Evaluation (CC-ME), Joint 

Research Centre (JRC) 

10.15 Lena Tsipouri, Professor at the Department of Economic Sciences, University of Athens 

11.00 Coffee break 

11.15 Claudio Lucifora, Professor at the Faculty of Economics, Catholic University of Milan 

12.00 Concluding remarks, questions and discussion 

 Keynote speakers will present their views about using mixed evaluation methods when evaluating 

labour market interventions. Combining CIE with a theory-based approach will be addressed. 

12.15 Lunch 

13.30  Roundtable discussion: Combining CIE with other evaluation methods 

 Chair: Athanasios Lapatinas (CRIE) Discussants: Juris Hazners (LV), Maciej Koniewski (PL), 
Vilija Semetiene (LT) 

Participants will discuss together with CIE experts the relevance of mixing various methods for 
evaluation of ESF projects. The primary purpose of this roundtable is not the discussion of the 
impact evaluation methodology per se. It is a discussion on the linkages among the policy 
questions being addressed by the impact evaluation, how an evaluation is designed, how the 
findings are communicated, and how the evaluation contributes to the program design and policy 
formulation. The roundtable will attempt at drawing general lessons on combining methods and 
set some guidelines on how to increase the effectiveness of ESF evaluations. 

15.00 Coffee break 

15.15 Training sessions: Evaluation in practice  

 The purpose of the training sessions is threefold: (a) to help MAs understand the links of CIEs 

with the so-called “Theory-based Impact Evaluations” (TBIE), (b) to comprehensively guide the 

MA’s on conducting CIEs by choosing the appropriate methodological approaches, managing and 

processing the data, analysing and interpreting the results towards supporting the relevant 

decision making, and (c) to enhance the MA’s competence on picking out, from a variety of 

available methods, the most suitable one(s) that satisfy the specific requirements.  

 Training session A: Combining elements of Theory-based methods and CIEs 

1. Answering ‘how/why’ the intervention works: identifying the theory behind the 

programme 

Facilitator: Athanasios Lapatinas (CRIE) 

 

2. Answering ‘what/if’ the intervention works: identifying and estimating causal effects 

through CIEs 

Facilitator: Sophie Guthmuller (CRIE) 

16.30 End of first day 

 
  



  
June 9, 2017 

 

09.00 Training session B: Impact Evaluation methods 

3. CIE methods in practice 

Facilitator: Elena Meroni (CRIE) 

 

10.00 Youth Employment Initiative (YEI): presentations and discussion on 2018 YEI 

evaluation:  

 Speaker: Jan Baran (PL) 

Participants will be invited to briefly present the preparations and state of the art for the 2018 YEI 
evaluations. 

11.00    Coffee break 

11.15    Roundtable on Data Fitness Initiative for CIE 

 Chair: Giulia Santangelo (CRIE) 

Discussants: 

Presentations on 2016 Data Fitness Initiative: Aļona Tutova, Ministry of Welfare (LV) and Giulia 
Santangelo (CRIE) 

Presentations on 2017 Data Fitness Initiative: Flóra Samu (HU), Nicolae Toderas (RO), Szabó 
János Zoltán (HU) 

12.45 Lunch 

14.00 Discussion of ongoing projects and expectations from CoP-CIE 

 Participants will discuss together with CIE experts issues related to: contracting CIE studies; 
preparing evaluation questions; ensuring accessibility of data; designing and choosing appropriate 
(mix of) method. 

 Participants will be invited to share their expectations for upcoming initiatives of the Community of 
Practice on CIE. 

15.00 Coffee break 

15.15   'Meet your expert' 

Participants will have an opportunity for bilateral meetings with CIE experts. They are welcomed 
to bring materials such as: terms of references for contracting out CIE studies, draft material 
related to ongoing projects, available datasets in any format (excel, ascii, etc, including own 
computer), or list of possible datasets (administrative data, survey data) that are available and can 
be used for conducting CIE studies, etc... 

16.45 Farewell 


