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Foreword 

The European TTO CIRCLE network was established in 2011. It brings together European 

Public Research Organisations committed to advancing Technology Transfer in Europe 

and beyond. The TTO CIRCLE has 30 members, which includes the JRC of the European 

Commission, acting as coordinator and managing its secretariat. The network operates in 

close collaboration with other Directorates General of the European Commission and with 

EARTO, the European Association of Research and Technology Organisations. 

The TTO CIRCLE organises its activities around annual plenary meetings that offer its 

members the opportunity to discuss important and strategic technology transfer related 

issues. More technical meetings are also organised regularly to cover specific technical 

issues and to provide thought leadership on emerging issues. 

This report summarises the key conclusions, proceedings and evaluation of the 11th TTO 

circle plenary meeting held in Sophia Antipolis (France) on 28 & 29 June 2018. 

This meeting was organised by JRC in collaboration with INRIA and the main topics were 

related with Innovative ecosystems, IP and Block-chain and IP models for associated 

collaboration.  
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Introduction 

 

The 11th plenary meeting of the TTO Circe network was held at the INRIA institute of 

Sophia Antipolis. At the event, 52 members and invitees from the 30 TTO-Circle networks 

took part , including new members from Greece (Forth) and the Czech Republic (Czech 

Academy of Science) and senior managers from EPO, EARTO, WIPO, ASTP and High-Tech 

Gründerfonds, as well as representatives from DG RTD, DG GROW, DG CNECT and the 

EIT. The main French research organisation, CNRS, has also decided to join the network.  

 

In September 2018, a TTO circle management board (CEA, CERN, TNO, TECNALIA, IMEC, 

EARTO and JRC), composed of TTO Circle members' representatives, was established. 

The board is responsible for the strategic management and agenda setting of the 

network. JRC acts as its secretariat. 

 

The 2 days meeting was structured around the following 5 main sessions: 

 

The first session "Novelties in next Framework Programme for R&I" focused to 

explore the new initiatives for RTOs in the framework of FP9 programme. 

European Commission representatives presented the innovative instruments 

supporting technology transfer and innovation. 

 The second session "Tech Transfer: Innovation Ecosystems" was dedicated on 

technology transfer within innovation ecosystems. Innovative ecosystems in 

Europe were presented.  

 

 The third session "Blockchain, IP and technology transfer" aimed to explore 

the RTOs opportunities related to Block-chain technologies. Furthermore, RTOs 

opportunities, challenges, barriers and synergies related to blockchain were 

debated.  

 

 The fourth session "Trends in intellectual property and technology transfer" 

was focused on IP models for associating collaboration. Developing a role for IP 

and associated TT deals & collaboration agreements were discussed.  

 

 The fifth session "TTO circle: developing the strategy for the future" was 

dedicated to the TTO circle board members in order to present concrete proposals 

for collaborative activities.   

 

The programme can be found in the Annex I of this report. Copies of the slide 

presentations can be found on the Plenary Meeting Web Site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/communities/community/event/11th-plenary-meeting-european-tto-circle
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Session 1: Novelties in next Framework Programme for R&I 

Abstract 

This session focused on exploring the new initiatives for RTOs in the framework of the 

FP9 programmes. European Commission representatives presented new instruments 

supporting technology transfer and innovation. 

 

Moderator 

 Giancarlo CARATTI, Head of Unit "IP and Technology Transfer", Joint Research 

Centre, European Commission 

Speakers 

 Patrick MCCUTCHEON, Policy Officer, Directorate-General for Research and 

Innovation, European Commission  

 Debby DE ROOVER, Team Leader, Directorate-General for Internal Market, 

Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, European Commission 

 Eric BADIQUÉ,  Deputy Head of Unit "Research Strategy & Programme 

Coordination", Directorate-General for Communications Networks, Content and 

Technology, European Commission  

 Michal GORZYNSKI, Head of Section Impact, European Institute of Technology   

 Muriel ATTANÉ, Secretary General, European Association of Research and 

Technology Organisations 

 

Presentations by the panellists 

Patrick McCutcheon presented the European Commission proposal for Horizon Europe 

and in particular the next EU Research & Innovation programme (2021 -2027).  

The European Commission is planning to pump €100 billion to strengthen the EU's 

scientific and technological bases,  to boost Europe's Innovation capacity, 

competitiveness and jobs, and furthermore to deliver on citizens' priorities and sustain 

socio-economic model and value.  

The specific objectives and pillars of the programme were illustrated. 

Debby De Roover addressed the global challenges & Industrial competitiveness in 

boosting key technologies. The Horizon Europe opportunities for clusters (Health, 

Inclusive and Secure Societies, Digital and Industry, Climate, Energy and Mobility, Food 

and Natural Resources) were presented.  

Eric Badiquè introduced the four main digital programmes: Digital Europe, Horizon 

Europe, Connecting Europe Facility-Digital, and Cohesion and Values- Creative Europe- 

MEDIA. 

Michal Gorzynski described the EIT’s strategic innovation agenda 2021-2027. 

In conclusion, Muriel Attanè reported the role of EARTO in the framework of the Horizon 

Europe initiatives.  
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Session 2:  Tech Transfer: Innovative Ecosystems 

Abstract 

This session focused on technology transfer within innovation ecosystems. The discussion 

was based on two papers:  the EARTO position paper on innovation hubs, which was 

useful to have understanding on innovation ecosystems, hubs and competences centres. 

In addition, the EC proposal for the new Digital Europe program, which concerns the EC 

plans in terms of digital innovation ecosystems and hubs was presented.  

In this context, it was underlined that part of the skills to be offered by competence 

centres within innovation hubs in innovation ecosystems will be technology transfer 

capabilities.  

Moderator 

  Muriel ATTANÉ, Secretary General, EARTO 

 

Speakers 

 Andrea RUCKSTUHL, Director Lend Lease, Milan Expo Site 

 Vincent LAMANDE, President of SATT Ouest Valorisation  

 Hans BOUMANS, Head of Technology Transfer, TNO 

 Jean Charles GUIBERT, Senior advisor to the CEO for innovation, CEA 

 Thomas DOPPELBERGER, Director of Fraunhofer Venture 

 Oscar AMERIGHI, Technology Transfer Officer, ENEA 

 Stéphane DALMAS, Head of contractual research, INRIA 

 Filippo ADDARII, Co-Founder & CEO, PLUSVALUE  

 Andrew CUNNINGHAM, Chief Operating Officer, PLEXAL 

 

Presentations by the panellists 

Andrea Ruckstuhl introduced MIND, the Milano Innovation district. Arexpo is the 

agency established in 2011 to acquire the Milano Expo site and develop it. Lendlease was 

chosen to reconvert the Expo site into an innovative ecosystem. MIND was designed as a 

modern science and technology park within an infrastructural platform more responsive 

to researcher/citizens needs in order to enable scientific, economic and social innovation.     

Vincent Lamande presented the SATT, the group of regional technology transfer 

accelerator offices. The SATT Oest, which he directs, is working for 160 French public 

research institutions (140.000 researchers). Its goal is to enhance the value and to 

accelerate the process of technology transfer from publically funded research towards 

industry.  

Hans Boumans, head of technology transfer at TNO, reported about the Dutch 

ecosystem 4TU, which is composed by the four universities of technology (TU Delft, 

Eindhoven University of Technology, University of Twente and University of Wageningen). 

The main aim of 4TU is to create highly qualified engineers and technical designers and 

to promote the cooperation between research institutes and businesses. Hans Boumans 

presented furthermore the Innovation Industries initiative, which is an independent 

venture capital fund, supporting technological developments (75 million Euro Early-stage 

fund high-tech).  

Jean Charles Guibert, senior advisor to the CEO for innovation at CEA, described 

MINATEC innovation campus, which includes 3,000 researchers, 1,200 students, and 600 

business and technology transfer experts on a 20-hectare. The MINATEC ecosystem 

generates 350 new patents, 20 joint laboratories and 10 start -up per year. 
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Oscar Amerighi, technology transfer officer at ENEA, presented the ENEA Knowledge 

Exchange Program (KEP), aimed to create a partnership model between ENEA and the 

industrial system, particularly SMEs, as a framework for the exchange of knowledge and 

information about specific themes. A Web platform dedicated to KEP (kep.enea.it) has 

been developed concerning the expertise and competences of ENEA researchers and 

related research programs/projects and infrastructures. For each Technological Theme, 

there is at least one Knowledge Exchange Officer managing the relationships with 

companies.  

 

Stéphane Dalmas, head of contractual research at INRIA, explained the INRIA 

ecosystem, which is mainly composed of research institutions, universities, engineering 

schools, tech clusters and SATT. Further Mr. Dalmas presented the French Tech Central, 

an incubator for startups, investors, researchers, public servic es, and international 

visitors, which is located at STATION F. 

 

Filippo Addarii, co-founder and CEO at PLUSVALUE, underlined the importance of social 

innovation and human-centred approach in ecosystem development. 

 

Andrew Cunningham, chief operating officer at PLEXAL, reported Plexal ecosystem, 

which was established in London in June 2017 and it is a hub of tech startup (300 

startups) and scale-up activity focused mainly on cutting edge tech. 800 people work at 

Plexal. 
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Session 3: Block-chain, IP and technology transfer 

Abstract 

The panel on Block-chain and IP, start-ups and enterprise development had the goal to 

be an informative panel with a discussion focused on the opportunities, challenges, 

barriers and synergies related to Block-chain technologies. 

Moderator 

  Elena ANDONOVA, Policy Officer, Joint Research Centre, European Commission 

Speakers 

 Pierre MARRO, Policy Officer, Start-ups & Innovation Unit, DG CONNECT, 

European Commission 

 Asier RUFINO BENGOECHEA, Director General/Managing Director, TECNALIA 

VENTURES 

 Erling VESTERGAARD, IPR enforcement expert, EUIPO 

 Mirjana STANKOVIC, Senior Legal Advisor, Tambourine Innovation Ventures, USA 

 Spela STRES, Head of Technology Transfer and Innovation Center, Jožef Stefan 

Institute 

 Dan FOWLER, Strategy and Operations, JAAK 

 

Presentations by the panellists 

Pierre Marro, a Policy Officer at DG CONNECT of the European Commission started the 

session after brief introduction to the topic made by the moderator, Elena Andonova. He 

is the team leader for the files concerning, Distributed Ledger Technology / block-chain, 

Financial Technology (Fintech) and access to finance for innovation at the moment and 

he is member of the EC task force on Fintech. In his view, by using Block-chain, Europe 

is well positioned to become a key actor leveraging on an opportunity to improve public 

services. In his opinion, the role of the public sector is to shape policy but also act as a 

player. He presented the Observatory on Block-chain, which aims at mapping the 

initiatives in Europe. In his view the challenges concerning Block-chain include scalability, 

compliance, new policy and regulation, in particular the GDPR. The Commission is 

currently supporting few other projects to test the technology, which include – My 

Health, my Data. Also, regarding deployment of BC solutions a declaration has been 

signed – partnership to work on BC solutions by 25 EU countries +Norway.  

Asier Rufino, the second speaker of the BC panel is the CEO of Tecnalia Ventures, the 

venture builder of Tecnalia. The foundation also has a consulting arm in valorization in 

R&D with a current client portfolio spanning 3 continents. In his words, in venture 

building terms, block-chain presents an opportunity for enterprise development. Tecnalia 

has started a BC lab, which attracts start-ups across Spain. One example of a user case 

for which Tecnalia is building the application on BC is related to the energy sector, where 

users could have full details on the source of electricity. In this view, the challenges 

related to BC include but are not limited to scalability, standardisation, regulatory, and in 

particular related to taxes. There are also financial considerations to be taken into 

account and the only barrier in his view is people's imagination.   

Erling Vestergaard, the third speaker at the panel is a Danish lawyer with over 29 

years of experience,  currently Seconded to the EU Observatory on infringements of 

Intellectual property Rights at the European Intellectual Property office and specialising 

on internet related issues and the impact of new disruptive and transformative 

technologies.  He gave an overview of the efforts the EU IPO engages in regards to BC, 

including 4 different initiatives. One focuses on raising awareness using BC about IP – 

branding and protection to new upcoming companies. Another opportunity is to use BC 

for asset administration and also as a counterfeit measure. Government can use BC to 

register rights. In his view the current challenges include the usage of BC for illicit 
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purposes in a decentralised 'grey' market. On the other hand, the EU IPO had run a 

"Blockathone" in Brussels with 11 teams competing on counterfeiting solutions. The 

winning team would develop a BC based solution for right -holders and consumers. In this 

view this would be an important user case to see the applicability of BC in this industry.  

Mirjana Stankovic, the next speaker who is a Vice President of Emerging Technologies 

and Intellectual Property at Tambourine Innovation Ventures is also a legal expert in 

industry 4.0, emerging technologies, innovation, intellectual property, and technology 

law. As her work addresses policy and legal aspects, she focused her intervention on 

these matters.  For her, BC is a novel and versatile technology with various features and 

could be public, private, permission or permission-less. BC could be used for IP registry, 

cataloguing and store works (esp. copyrights) as a proof of registration and origin. The 

advantageous immutability of records means the end of orphan woks and streamlined IP 

enforcement. Also BC could be used by IP owners to licence via smart contracts, collect 

royalties via time stamping etc.; BC could be also used for micropayments. The 

challenges in her view were centred around jurisdictional issues and the limits to 

operationability given the increased data volume.   

Spela Stres, the fifth speaker on the panel is Head of Technology Transfer and 

Innovation Centre at Jožef Stefan Institute, Slovenia. She is also a coordinator of the 

national Enterprise Europe Network, President and founder of the Slovenian Association 

of Science and Technology Professionals. She explained the type and level of support the 

Slovenian government is providing to BC developers. By providing statistics for BC based 

projects in Slovenia she convinced the audience about the important role that block-chain 

plays in the Slovenian economy. Furthermore Block-chain Alliance South East Europe is 

based in Slovenia. Finally, she concluded by presenting seven block-chain based projects 

in Slovenia.  

Dan Fowler, the last speaker on the panel and a practitioner, he leads Strategy and 

Operations at JAAK, a company whose open protocol KORD, is creating a global, unified 

framework to record, assign, and monetise Intellectual Property Rights. JAAK recently 

announced its successful proof of concept pilot with some of the largest stakeholders in 

the music industry and is now developing commercial solutions for the music industry, 

while exploring opportunities also in the film & tv industries. He explained that block-

chain can enable the creation of consensus across non-trusting parties, with a use case in 

IP as a single, distributed, network to aggregate rights. It could be used to build more 

inclusive model for monetisation. In his view the processing power is not so much of an 

issue, because new block-chains are emerging that are not so energy intensive.  

In conclusion, the moderator wrapped up the session and concluded the key messages. 

These include the fact that more and more user cases in block-chain being proposed. 

Often the solution however, is not necessarily 'better off' when executed via block-chain. 

While certain constraints exist in deploying BC solutions, there are also benefits related 

to it. When taking a decision to deploy a solution via BC it is important to calculate the 

costs and the benefits in doing so. Furthermore, work related to regulation, further 

technology development and in user-ability is needed to make clear case for practitioners 

to engage in Block-chain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

Session 4: Trends in intellectual property and technology 

transfer 

Abstract 

This panel was focused on IP models for associating collaboration. Developing role of IP 

and associated TT deals & collaboration agreements were discussed.  

 

Moderator 

 Mattias DINNETZ, Programme Manager, Joint Research Centre, European 

Commission 

Speakers 

 Ulf PETRUSSON, Director of the Centre for Intellectual Property and Professor of 

Law, University of Gothenburg  

 Jean-Michel ZILLIOX, Director, European Patent Academy  

 Olga SPASIC, Head Innovation Structures Section, WIPO 

 Vincent RYCKAERT, IP Business and Intelligence Director, IMEC 

 Henric RHEDIN, President, ASTP-Proton 

 Bernard DENIS, Knowledge Transfer senior advisor, CERN 

Presentations by the panellists 

Ulf Petrusson, Director of the Centre for IP and Professor of Law, Göteborg University, 

gave an overview on IP-based collaboration models. Jean-Michel Zilliox, Director of the 

European Patent Academy presented his organisation and efforts directed at patent 

capacities, and also some EPO statistics.  

Olga Spasic, Head of Innovation Structures Section at WIPO spoke on various measures 

of support in her organisation related to IP capacity and also entrepreneurship, along 

with academic patenting data.  

Vincent Ryckaert, IP Business and Intelligence Director at IMEC, outlined the ongoing 

evolution from more non-exclusive intellectual property licenses towards exclusive deals, 

as well as a tendency towards a higher degree of trade secrecy, and also semiconductor 

trolling behaviour in Europe.  

Henric Rhedin, President of ASTP-Proton, stressed that while a lot is discussed in the 

technology transfer field, funding is inadequately low bordering to non-existant, and that 

this must be massively increased in order to increase societal impact.  

Bernard Denis, Knowledge Transfer Senior Advisor at  CERN, shared his thoughts on the 

diverging roles of different PROs, and argued that three main impacts should be 

considered, namely the economic, social, and institutional benefits. He stated that is also 

important to consider that missions of KTOs differ substantially between organisations. 

The panellists were asked to consider the following topics:  

Topic 1: Building technology transfer capacity  

 How to identify needs 

 Timely training topics/subtopics 

 Identifying best practice in terms of training 

 Financing  

Topic 2: Developing role of IP and associated TT deals & collaboration practices 

 How is the role/function of IP developing? 
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 Enhancing systems for IP protection 

 international variations  

Topic 3: Employing research to improve technology transfer 

 Main current topics 

 What kind of data is needed? 

 Developing and deploying methodologies 
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Session 5: TTO circle: developing the strategy for the future 

Abstract 

This session was dedicated to the TTO circle board members in order to present concrete 

proposals for collaborative activities.   

Moderator 

 Giancarlo CARATTI, Head of Unit "IP and Technology Transfer", Joint Research 

Centre, European Commission 

Speakers 

 Frank SALZGEBER, Head of the Technology Transfer and Business Incubation 

Office, ESA 

 Asier RUFINO, Director General / Managing Director, TECNALIA VENTURES  

 Hans BOUMANS, Head of Technology Transfer, TNO 

 Vincent RYCKAERT, IP Business and Intelligence Director, IMEC 

 Jean Charles GUIBERT, Senior advisor to the CEO for innovation, CEA 

 Bernard DENIS, Knowledge Transfer senior advisor, CERN 

Presentations by the panellists 

Frank Salzgeber described the European space agency and the ESA's initiatives to 

enhance competitiveness of European space sector with increased investments. It was 

underlined that about 85% of ESA’s budget is spent on contracts with European industry.  

He highlighted the increasing interest in commercialisation at every level of the space 

value-added chain: from space manufacturing, to transportation, to satellite operations 

and the development of consumer services based on satellite signals and data. Further, 

He gave an overview on the ESA international co-operation initiatives.   

Asier Rufino presented some of Tecnalia's initiatives fostering start-ups creation and 

entrepreneurial business (Omega fund, Entrepreneurs’ Club, Corporate investment 

forum). Mr Rufino highlighted the need for smart capital for start -ups, as well as the 

importance of venture building, connecting minds, capacity building and connection with 

management. In this context, there are several possible TTO circle actions: firstly, 

enhancing the Brussels/EU connection, particularly in connection with Phase II of the 

SME instrument. Further, there is a need for a better connection among all the actors of 

the innovation chain in a systematic way as, for example the existing SMEs, the 

European business and innovation centres (EBN), the European trade association for 

business angels (EBAN) and the Deep-tech Accelerator and Incubators. There is, 

furthermore, a need to present the TTO circle better in front of investors, in order to 

reduce the risk appraisal that some investors have. Finally, the importance of boosting 

the connections to top MBA programs and top entrepreneur events was underlined. The 

proposals involves, firstly, a mapping of all the technology transfer key actors, which 

could have an important role in collaborating with the TTO circle network, and secondly, 

setting-up a TTO circle modus operandi to establish stable and effective connections.    

Hans Boumans introduced WP3, on finance, as being all about going from the public to 

the private, from PoC to pre-seed, from idea to new company, to bridge the 'valley of 

death'. The importance of exploring in detail the different model used by TTO circle 

members to finance start-ups was highlighted.   In this context, the WP3 proposed the 

organisation of a technical workshop on finance (maximum 70 people) to be held in 

Bruxelles at the end of the year or at the beginning of 2019. This event will be organised 

in close collaboration with EIF, European Commission, EIT, EU agencies and the 

European Innovation Council. Some start-ups will also be presented.     

http://www.tecnaliaventures.com/our-investment-funds/?lang=en
https://www.tecnalia.com/en/latest/news/tecnalia/tecnalia-ventures-launches-entrepreneurs-club.htm
http://www.tecnaliaventures.com/corporate-investment-forum/?lang=en
http://www.tecnaliaventures.com/corporate-investment-forum/?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/sme-instrument
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/sme-instrument
https://ebn.eu/
http://www.eban.org/
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The present members expressed great interest in participating. 

Vincent Ryckaert described some proposals for WP2 Cooperate: IP pooling and 

common projects. In this context, IP has to be considered in a broad way, including also 

software. 

It was underlined that the TTO circle members have different business models and views, 

which requires common efforts to overcome the differences.  

It was proposed to establish a TTO circle modus operandi in IP negotiations and test it in 

some joint European projects. Existing European consortium agreements will be analysed 

in order to set up the TTO circle modus operandi.  

Further, creation of a TTO Circle working group on IP to test collaborative IP related 

mechanisms was suggested.  

One of the main goals of this WP will be the creation of joint Start -ups among the TTO 

circle members.  

Further, mapping the existing collaborations/projects among the members was 

considered very useful as a starting point to set up the IP collaborating strategy.  

In this respect, it was proposed to support the IP working group with TIM (Technology 

Innovation Monitoring), a JRC tools under development to explore and detec t innovation 

and technological development in specific sectors. TIM users can adopt various 

perspectives on innovation (e.g. technological, territorial) and explore recent trends in 

science, technology, and R&I funding. It contains R&I grants data (Cordis), Patents 

(Patstat), and scientific publications (Scopus). TIM Technology is accessible to staff of the 

European Commission as well as of other EU institutions.1  A dedicated TIM access could 

be provided to the IP working group members.  

The participants agreed to involve also the European Innovation Council.  

Jean-Charles Guibert introduced the proposal for 'WP3 Connect: Internationalization' 

and underlined the importance of the relation with partners in foreign countries for TTO 

circle members that are supported by national funding in their internalisation activities. 

As consequence, RTOs strategies are diverse due to different national policies. He 

mentioned that CEA is not allowed to pursue too many activities generating foreign 

income as the government decides on the nature of the collaborations. For each activity 

there is a cost calculation of the customer, dependent on for example the amount of 

funding and exclusive licensing.  

It was pointed out that the presence of RTO staff in foreign countries could follow two 

different models:   setting up commercial entities inside Embassy, Business Centres, 

Joint Venture, etc. or establishing common labs within local Universities. In any case, the 

modus operandi of the RTOs is strongly affected by the different foreign legislations.  

The intention was expressed to organise a TTO circle workshop in Argentina on 

technology transfer, on the initiative of JRC and CEA.     

As regards proposals for this WP, a number of actions were suggested.  

Firstly, a technical workshop on internalisation will be organised with the aim to share 

data, experiences and best practices among the TTO circle members. The location and 

the dates have to be defined.  

It was also proposed to set-up a "standard" TTO circle presentation in order to encourage 

TTO circle promotion. A common identity would reinforce TTO circle members' 

negotiating capacity and their strategic coherence. 

EU Delegations and Offices around the World could be involved in the TTO circle's 

promotional campaign and in supporting the Internationalization strategy of the 

members.  

                                        
1 http://www.timanalytics.eu/tim_technology_editor.html 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/2155/eu-delegations-and-offices-around-world_en
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Finally, it was suggested to take into consideration the guidelines on Internationalization 

of the European Commission working group on knowledge transfer.  

Bernard Denis presented the proposal for WP4: Analysis and studies: open science and 

open data, innovation models and business intelligence for Knowledge Transfer.  

The importance of Open Knowledge models and Business Intelligence for RTOs was 

highlighted. In particular, some CERN platforms concerning Open Knowledge Model and 

Business Intelligence were described. These are: the open data portal (CMS and ALICE) 

and the Open Hardware License. All the CERN platforms are available to TTO circle 

members. Study of existing European platforms (Innovation Hub) was also deemed 

useful. 

Organisation of a workshop on best practices on open data/open knowledge among the 

TTO circle members was also proposed. 

The connection between RTOs and Industry was also discussed. RTOs have privileged 

links with industry players, but in some cases they may not have the needed 

competences to serve partners.   

In this respect, the development of a platform allowing the redirection of requests from 

privileged partners to RTOs was suggested.  A dedicated intranet section of the TTO circle 

website could be dedicated to publicise requests from members.  

Finally, the organisation of a workshop dedicated to enabling technologies, identifying 

common requirements and challenges among the members was suggested. 

Here below an overview of the proposed actions: 

WPs Proposals Responsible  Suggested 
deadlines 

WP3 Connect: Start-
ups, Entrepreneurs and 
Industry 

 

Mapping  the international key 
actors  

Asier Rufino October 2018 

WP3 Connect: Start-
ups, Entrepreneurs and 
Industry 

Setting-up a TTO circle modus 
operandi for internalisation      

Asier Rufino December 2018 

WP3 Connect: Finance 

 

Workshop on finance Hans Boumans Beginning of 2019 
(February-March) 

WP3 Connect: 
Internationalization 

Workshop on Internationalisation of 
Start Ups 

Frank Salzgeber 2019  

WP2 Cooperate: IP 
pooling and common 
projects 

Mapping the existing 
collaborations/projects among the 
members  

Vincent Ryckaert September/October 
2018 

WP2 Cooperate: IP 
pooling and common 
projects 

TTO circle Working group on IP  Vincent Ryckaert December 2018 

WP2 Cooperate: IP 
pooling and common 
projects 

Establishing a TTO circle modus 
operandi in IP negotiations 

Vincent Ryckaert February 2019 

WP2 Cooperate: IP 
pooling and common 
projects 

Testing the "modus operandi" 
among the members of the Working 
group on IP, in the framework of 
existing joint European projects 

Vincent Ryckaert 2019 
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WP3 Connect: 
Internationalization 

 

TTO circle workshop in Argentina on 
technology transfer 

Jean-Charles 
Guibert 

2019 

WP3 Connect: 
Internationalization 

 

Technical workshop on 
internalisation 

Jean-Charles 
Guibert 

tbd 

WP3 Connect: 
Internationalization 

 

Setting-up a "standard" TTO circle 
presentation 

Jean-Charles 
Guibert 

October 2018 

WP4: Analysis and 
studies 

 

Workshop on best practices on open 
data/open knowledge 

Bernard Denis tbd 

WP4: Analysis and 
studies 

 

Developing a platform allowing the 
redirection of requests from 
privileged partners 

Bernard Denis September 2018 

WP4: Analysis and 
studies 

Workshop dedicated to enabling 
technologies 

Bernard Denis tbd 

WP4: Analysis and 
studies 

Workshop on State Aids in Research  Joseph Lazar and 
Earto 

2019 
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ANNEX 1 

 

PROGRAMME 

28 June 2018   
Co-chairs : Giancarlo CARATTI, Head of Unit "IP and Technology Transfer", Joint Research Centre, European Commiss ion  

 Stéphane DALMAS, Head of contractual  research, INRIA 

 

08.30 - 09.00 Registration & Welcome Coffee 

09.00 - 09.15 Welcome Addresses 

 Stéphane DALMAS, Head of contractual  research, INRIA 

 Giancarlo CARATTI, Head of Unit "IP and Technology Transfer", Joint Research Centre, European Commission  

09.15 - 10.30 Novelties in next Framework Programme for R&I 

 
Moderator: Giancarlo CARATTI, Head of Unit "IP and Technology Transfer", Joint Research Centre, European 
Commiss ion 

 

Panel l i s ts : 

Patrick MCCUTCHEON, Pol icy Officer, Directorate -Genera l  for Research and Innovation, European 

Commiss ion  

Debby DE ROOVER, Team Leader, Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and 

SMEs, European Commiss ion 

Eric BADIQUÉ,  Deputy Head of Unit "Research Strategy & Programme Coordination", Directorate-General for 
Communications  Networks , Content and Technology, European Commiss ion  

Michal  GORZYNSKI, Head of Section Impact, European Insti tute of Technology   

Muriel ATTANÉ, Secretary Genera l , European Association of Research and Technology Organisations  

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee Break 

11.00 - 12.30 Session 1: Tech Transfer: Innovation Ecosystems 

 Moderator: Muriel  ATTANÉ, Secretary Genera l , EARTO  

 

Introductory presentations : 

Andrea RUCKSTUHL, Director Lend Lease, Mi lan Expo Si te  

Vincent LAMANDE, Pres ident of SATT Ouest Valorisation  

Commented by: 

Hans  BOUMANS, Head of Technology Transfer, TNO 

Jean Charles  GUIBERT, Senior advisor to the CEO for innovation, CEA 

Thomas DOPPELBERGER, Director of Fraunhofer Venture  
Oscar AMERIGHI, Technology Transfer Officer, ENEA 

Stéphane DALMAS, Head of contractual research, INRIA 
Fi l ippo ADDARII, Co-Founder & CEO, PLUSVALUE  
Andrew CUNNINGHAM, Chief Operating Officer, PLEXAL 
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12.30 - 13.30 Session 2: Blockchain, IP and technology transfer 

 Moderator: Elena ANDONOVA, Policy Officer, Joint Research Centre, European Commission 

 

Round table: Opportunities  and chal lenges , barriers  and synergies  

Panellists: 

Pierre MARRO, Policy Officer, Start-ups & Innovation Unit, DG CONNECT , European Commission 
As ier RUFINO BENGOECHEA, Director General / Managing Director, TECNALIA VENTURES  
Erl ing VESTERGAARD, IPR enforcement expert, EUIPO 
Mirjana STANKOVIC, Senior Legal Advisor, Tambourine Innovation Ventures, USA 
Spela STRES, Head of Technology Transfer and Innovation Center, Jožef Stefan Institute  

Dan FOWLER, Strategy and Operations, JAAK 

 

13.30 - 14.30 Light Lunch  

14.30 - 14.50 Michael BRANDKAMP, Managing Director, High Tech Gründerfonds 

14.50 - 16.30 Session 3: Trends in intellectual property and technology transfer 

 Moderator: Mattias DINNETZ, Programme Manager, Joint Research Centre, European Commission 

 

Overview on trends  in intel lectual  property and technology transfer  

Ul f PETRUSSON, Director of the Centre for Intel lectual  Property and Professor of Law, Univers i ty of 
Gothenburg 

Round table: Developments in the role of IP and models  for associated col laboration and technology 
transfer 

Panel l i s ts : 

Jean-Michel ZILLIOX, Director, European Patent Academy  

Olga  SPASIC, Head Innovation Structures Section, WIPO 
Vincent RYCKAERT, IP Business and Intelligence Director, IMEC 

Henric RHEDIN, President, ASTP-Proton 
Bernard DENIS, Knowledge Transfer senior advisor, CERN 
 

16.30 – 17.00 New initiatives from the members 

 Test beds  Europe- Olof SANDBERG, Strategic Publ ic Affa i rs , RISE AB  

 Fraunhofer Tech-Transfer Fund - Matthias  KECKL, Project manager of Fraunhofer Venture Lab 

 
Workshop "Technology Transfer in Nanotechnology", Lecce (Ita ly) 18&19 October 2018- Cris tina  

BATTAGLIA, Technologis t, CNR 

17.00 - 17.15 Coffee Break 

17.15 - 18.00 Bilateral meetings - INRIA researchers  

20.00 - 22.00 Reception and Dinner at the Le Galet restaurant, Nice 

 

Programme 

29 June 2018  
Co-chairs : Giancarlo CARATTI, Head of Unit "IP and Technology Transfer", Joint Research Centre, European Commiss ion  
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 Stéphane DALMAS, Head of contractual  research, INRIA 

 

08.30 - 09.00 Registration & Welcome Coffee 

09.00 - 
10.30 

TTO circle: developing the strategy for the future 

 Frank SALZGEBER, Head of the Technology Transfer and Bus iness  Incubation Office, ESA  

 

Hans  BOUMANS, Head of Technology Transfer, TNO 

WP1 Share: Good practices , Benchmarking and s taff exchanges  

WP3 Connect: Finance  

 
Vincent RYCKAERT, IP Bus iness  and Intel l igence Director, IMEC 

WP2 Cooperate: IP pool ing and common projects  

 
Jean Charles  GUIBERT, Senior advisor to the CEO for innovation, CEA 

WP3 Connect: International ization 

 
Bernard DENIS, Knowledge Transfer senior advisor, CERN 

WP4 Analysis and studies: open science and open data, innovation models , bus iness  intel l igence for KTO 

 
As ier RUFINO, Director Genera l  / Managing Director, TECNALIA VENTURES 

WP3 Connect: Start-ups  – Entrepreneurs  – Industry 

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee Break 

11.00- 11.20 New TTO circle members 

 
Josef LAZAR, Head of Department of Coherence optics  of the Insti tute of Scienti fic Instruments , 
Czech Academy of Sciences  

 
Apostolos  DIMITRIADIS, PRAXI Network NCP Coordinator, 

The Foundation for Research and Technology-Hel las  (FORTH) 

11.20 – 
11.30 

News from the European Commission: JRC Competence Centre for Technology Transfer  

 Alessandro FAZIO, Policy Officer, Joint Research Centre, European Commission 

11.30 - 12.00 Wrap-Up & Closing 

 
Giancarlo CARATTI, Head of Unit "IP and Technology Transfer", Joint Research Centre, European Commiss ion  

Stéphane DALMAS, Head of contractual  research, INRIA 

12.00 - 13.00 Closing Light Lunch 



 

 


