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The Italian authorities discovered an illegal plant producing adulterated wine and 

vinegar, and counterfeiting Geographical Indications. The agents seized 25 tons of 

sugar, 30 000 litres of sugar already dissolved in water, and almost 4 million litres of 

counterfeited wine. The organisation was managed by a criminal already known to the 

public authorities. 

La Repubblica   Giornale di Sicilia  Agenparl  Eco di Sicilia  

Live Sicilia  Zazoom  Winemag  MeridioNews  Agricultura  

Finanzen  ZeroUno TV 01/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Soups, broths, sauces 

and condiments 

Wine 

 
Intellectual property 

rights infringement 

Mislabelling 

Missing documents 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

According to the New Delhi-based Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), 10 out 

of 13 (77%) Indian brands sell honey adulterated with synthetic sugar syrups (corn, 

beetroot, rice, sugarcane) imported from China. The discovery followed a series of 

tests using Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) performed in Germany, as Indian 

laboratories were unable to detect the fraud. 

CSE India  The Hindu  Down to Earth  Down to Earth   Financial 

Express  DTNext   DNA India  Hindustan Times  Business 

Standard  Down to Earth  India Today India.com 02/12/2020  

DTNext  Financial Express   Times of India  Mumbai Mirror Indian 

Television India.com Manorama Online International Business Times 

The Health Site  World News Monitor  Financial Express  Times 

of India   News18 FirstPost Down to Earth 03/12/2020 

DNA India Indian Television News18 Down to Earth Hindustan 

Times World News Monitor 04/12/2020 The Hindu 05/12/2020 News-24 

06/12/2020 Mint Lounge 07/12/2020 Financial Express Down to Earth 

08/12/2020 DT Next 09/12/2020 Down to Earth 09/12/2020 Financial 

Express 10/12/2020 The Hindu 12/12/2020  Money Control 13/12/2020

 Business Standard 14/12/2020  Down to Earth 15/12/2020 Telegraph 

India 16/12/2020  Times of India 17/12/2020 Down to Earth 22/12/2020 Rediff 

26/12/2020 The Straits Times 28/12/2020 

 
India 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal in 

product 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

https://palermo.repubblica.it/cronaca/2020/12/01/news/partinico_vini-276532032/?rss
https://palermo.gds.it/video/cronaca/2020/12/01/vino-miscelato-con-acqua-scoperto-laboratorio-clandestino-a-partinico-come-avveniva-la-truffa-62b59e47-4afd-4956-9934-452789c3b361/
https://agenparl.eu/gdf-palermo-vasta-operazione-a-tutela-del-made-in-italy-nel-settore-vitivinicolo-csvideo/
https://www.ecodisicilia.com/2020/12/01/partinico-pa-scoperta-cantina-illegale-con-vini-contraffatti/
https://livesicilia.it/2020/12/01/vino-sofisticato-con-lo-zucchero-sequestrata-una-casa-vinicola/?refresh_ce
https://www.zazoom.it/2020-12-01/vino-adulterato-con-lo-zucchero-in-sicilia-maxi-sequestro-a-partinico-video/7677369/
https://www.winemag.it/vino-adulterato-zucchero-sicilia-maxi-sequestro-a-partinico/
https://palermo.meridionews.it/articolo/90665/acqua-e-zucchero-spacciata-per-vino-siciliano-cinque-indagati-un-giro-da-otto-milioni-di-euro/
https://www.agricultura.it/2020/12/01/vino-adulterato-operazione-a-partinico-pa-contraffazione-frode-e-concorrenza-sleale-alla-base-del-sistema-economico/
https://www.finanzen.net/nachricht/aktien/falscher-wein-aus-sizilien-italiens-polizei-deckt-betrug-auf-9568813
https://www.zerounotv.it/falsi-vini-ottenuti-con-zucchero-e-acqua-sequestri-e-perquisizioni-a-palermo/
https://www.cseindia.org/food-fraud-10493
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/10-out-of-13-honey-brands-fail-purity-test-finds-cse-investigation/article33230094.ece
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/health/it-s-sugar-honey-and-it-s-a-crime-74489
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/the-honey-trap-74476
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/honey-sold-by-major-brands-in-india-adulterated-with-sugar-syrup-cse/2141708/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/honey-sold-by-major-brands-in-india-adulterated-with-sugar-syrup-cse/2141708/
https://www.dtnext.in/News/Business/2020/12/02200954/1264814/Dabur-Patanjali-question-study-on-honey-sold-in-domestic-.vpf
https://www.dnaindia.com/business/news-centre-for-science-and-environment-claim-honey-sold-by-major-brands-india-adulterated-2859732
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/most-samples-of-honey-found-adulterated-with-modified-syrup-cse/story-7wqjPxvCESPw8XA47BfssK.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/leading-honey-brands-fail-adulteration-test-by-foreign-lab-says-cse-120120201197_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/leading-honey-brands-fail-adulteration-test-by-foreign-lab-says-cse-120120201197_1.html
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/video/health/it-s-not-honey-how-the-magic-syrup-beat-indian-testing-protocols-74496
https://www.indiatoday.in/business/story/dabur-patanjali-among-13-brands-adulterating-honey-with-sugar-syrup-cse-study-1746297-2020-12-03
https://www.india.com/business/%ef%bb%bf10-out-of-13-indian-honey-brands-fail-purity-test-even-dabur-patanjali-dont-make-the-cut-cse-4239368/
https://www.dtnext.in/News/National/2020/12/03061445/1264884/Honey-sold-by-major-brands-adulterated-by-sugar-syrup-.vpf
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/chinese-syrup-makes-indian-honey-unsafe/2141922/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/chinese-syrup-in-honey-check-before-you-buy/articleshow/79536057.cms
https://mumbaimirror.indiatimes.com/news/india/honey-sold-by-leading-indian-brands-adulterated-with-sugar-syrup-centre-for-science-and-environment/articleshow/79541544.cms
https://www.indiantelevision.com/mam/marketing/mam/top-honey-brands-fail-international-quality-test-201203
https://www.indiantelevision.com/mam/marketing/mam/top-honey-brands-fail-international-quality-test-201203
https://www.india.com/lifestyle/how-to-check-if-your-honey-is-pure-or-adulterated-4240130/
https://www.manoramaonline.com/news/latest-news/2020/12/03/adulteration-in-honey.html
https://www.ibtimes.co.in/chinese-sugar-indian-honey-dabur-patanjali-products-designed-by-pass-indian-tests-says-cse-830836?utm_source=Internal&utm_medium=Homepage&utm_campaign=block2-2
https://www.thehealthsite.com/news/chinese-sugar-found-in-indian-honey-brand-hope-you-are-not-at-risk-783786/
https://world-news-monitor.com/environment/2020/12/03/how-notorious-chinese-firms-sell-sugar-syrup-to-adulterate-honey-in-india/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/fssai-seeks-details-of-cse-tests-on-honey-questions-body-for-not-conducting-smr-test/2142772/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/business-of-adulteration-sophisticated-brands-confuse-consumers-with-language-jugglery-cse/articleshow/79550980.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/business-of-adulteration-sophisticated-brands-confuse-consumers-with-language-jugglery-cse/articleshow/79550980.cms
https://www.news18.com/videos/ivideos/the-sugary-syrupy-chinese-honey-trap-study-finds-77-of-honey-sold-in-indian-market-is-impure-3142985.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/dabur-patanjali-emami-term-cse-study-on-adulterated-honey-motivated-aimed-at-maligning-brands-9078361.html
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/honey-fraud-our-response-to-statements-from-dabur-patanjali-74512
https://www.dnaindia.com/india/news-dabur-patanjali-reject-cse-s-claims-of-adulterating-honey-with-sugar-syrup-2859980
https://www.indiantelevision.com/mam/marketing/brands/honeygate-a-sweet-tale-turns-bitter-for-brands-201204
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/not-a-sweet-spot-why-we-need-to-be-careful-while-choosing-honey-3145832.html
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/video/food/honey-fraud-a-wrap-of-cse-study-on-adulteration-74518
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cse-hands-over-honey-adulterant-fructose-syrup-sample-to-fssai/story-T34QP4BVvcKn0DazZTZmXO.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cse-hands-over-honey-adulterant-fructose-syrup-sample-to-fssai/story-T34QP4BVvcKn0DazZTZmXO.html
https://world-news-monitor.com/environment/2020/12/04/cse-shares-probe-details-of-honey-adulteration-business/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/the-hindu-explains-is-there-anything-called-pure-honey-and-how-is-honey-tested/article33260182.ece
https://news-24.fr/pourquoi-devons-nous-faire-attention-lors-du-choix-du-miel/
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/news/big-story/do-you-know-what-goes-into-your-honey-111607318614018.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/honey-adulteration-cse-rebuts-chinese-companys-claim/2145829/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/food/cse-rebuts-chinese-co-exporting-sugar-syrup-to-india-74560
https://www.dtnext.in/News/National/2020/12/09010822/1265802/Editorial-Bitter-truth-behind-adulteration.vpf
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/health/why-bees-why-honey--74571
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/cses-honey-expose-shows-need-for-tighter-regulation-fssai-needs-to-set-internationally-recognised-standards/2146650/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/cses-honey-expose-shows-need-for-tighter-regulation-fssai-needs-to-set-internationally-recognised-standards/2146650/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/watch-honey-adulteration-in-india/article33313231.ece
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/companies/this-week-in-fmcg-honey-adulteration-controversy-continues-cse-vs-fssai-firms-launch-sugar-free-products-6220771.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/it-s-not-honey-honey-120121400009_1.html
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/health/honey-fraud-central-consumer-authority-to-act-on-cse-findings-74654
https://www.telegraphindia.com/opinion/honey-trap-fight-against-food-fraud/cid/1800066
https://www.telegraphindia.com/opinion/honey-trap-fight-against-food-fraud/cid/1800066
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/honey-adulterant-import-from-china-may-be-curbed/articleshow/79770437.cms
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/health/dabur-s-advertisements-are-attempts-to-confuse-consumers-74744
https://www.rediff.com/news/column/sunita-narain-beware-of-chinese-honey/20201226.htm
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/honeygate-spooks-india-as-calls-mount-to-restrict-import-of-chinese-sugar-syrup
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The Cambodian authorities have closed 347 shops and 36 producers selling or 

counterfeiting rice wine with methanol, extremely dangerous for human health. 

Recently, 131 people became sick and 15 people died after drinking rice wine 

adulterated with a percentage of methanol ranging from 10% to 17%. 

The Phnom Penh Post 02/12/2020 

The Phnom Penh Post 04/12/2020 

 
Cambodia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Punjab Food Authority seized almost 3 000 litres of milk adulterated with urea 

fertilizers and other chemicals. 

Urdu Point 05/12/2020 

 
Pakistan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) sealed a plant adulterating spices with harmful 

ingredients and chemicals in red chilli powder. Minimal hygienic conditions were not 

respected as well, thus threatening the consumers’ health. The team destroyed more 

than 1 600 kg of fungus-infested chilli, 450 kg of sawdust, 400 kg of red chili 

powder, and 10 kg of colorants. 

Urdu Point 07/12/2020 

The News 08/12/2020 

 
Pakistan 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal in 

product 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) closed three plants adulterating honey with sugars, 

glucose and harmful colorants. PFA also discarded 1 130 kg of fake honey, 1 500 kg 

of syrup and 450 kg of glucose. 

Urdu Point 07/12/2020 

 
Pakistan 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal in 

product 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

According to the Italian authorities, a criminal organisation sold 54 000 bottles of 
counterfeited wines (including bearing a Geographical Indication) between 2016 and 
2018, for a final profit of one million euros. Fraudsters also added aromas, syrups 
and colorants not allowed for oenological use. 
Il Messaggero 11/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Wine 

 
Intellectual property 

rights infringement 

Mislabelling 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

According to some researchers from the Department of Science and Technology – 
Philippine Nuclear Research Institute (DOST – PNRI), more than 80% of honey sold in 
groceries, souvenir shops and online platforms is severely adulterated (up to 95%) 
with C4 sugar syrups from sugar cane and corn. The researchers used the stable 
carbon isotope ratio analysis technique to perform their studies. 
GMA 12/12/2020 
Manila Bulletin  ABS 13/12/2020 
MSN News  Inquirer 14/12/2020 
Tribune.net 15/12/2020 

 
Philippines 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal in 

product 

Mislabelling 

   

https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/nearly-350-rice-wine-shops-ordered-closed
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/three-sent-court-deaths-alcohol-poisoning-hit-15
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/food-authority-dumps-2920-litre-adulterated-1105311.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-seals-spices-unit-1107021.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/755172-spice-making-unit-sealed-for-adulteration
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-seals-3-honey-blending-factories-1106808.html
https://www.ilmessaggero.it/italia/natale_brindisi_delle_feste_vini_falsi_attenzione_alle_truffe-5638939.html
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/767791/dost-study-finds-80-of-honey-products-sold-in-markets-are-made-of-sugar-syrup/story/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/12/13/80-of-store-bought-honey-impure-dost-fnri-finds-out/
https://news.abs-cbn.com/business/12/13/20/majority-of-honey-sold-in-markets-contain-sugar-syrup-dost
https://www.msn.com/en-ph/news/national/stricter-laws-vs-food-fraud-sought-as-dost-study-bares-80-honey-in-local-market-fake/ar-BB1bUcmt
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1371359/3-of-4-honey-brands-in-ph-fake-says-study
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/12/16/honey-panky/
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According to the NGO Oceana México, around one third of cod products actually 
contain other species of lower cost. In 66% of these cases cod is replaced with 
endangered species such as sharks or rays.  
Zocalo 15/12/2020 
Milenio 15/12/2020 
Infobae 15/12/2020 

 
Mexico 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal in 

product 

   

The Italian authorities seized 22 tons of Tunisians pomegranates, mislabelled as 
produced in Italy. 
Il Fatto Nisseno 15/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Mislabelling 

   

The Spanish authorities seized and destroyed more than 400 kg of expired fish, but 
mislabelled as fresh or lacking any traceability documentation. During Christmas there 
is usually a greater demand for fish and seafood. 
Ideal 15/12/2020 
 

 
Spain 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Mislabelling 

Missing documents 

   

Within the context of the “Operation Fuco”, the Spanish authorities uncovered a 
criminal organisation selling fake whiskey under the name of a famous brand. The 
fraud may be potentially worth more than 800 000 euros. Fourteen people were 
either arrested or investigated. 
Food Safety News  Le Blogaa 16/12/2020 
Food and Wine 18/12/2020 
Securing Industry 19/12/2020 

 
Spain 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Intellectual property 

rights infringement 

   

The Indian authorities discovered a manufacturing plant producing fake spices 
(packaged with labels from local brands) by using donkey dung, hay (bhusa), synthetic 
colours and acid. The policemen seized 300 kg of counterfeited spices (coriander 
powder, red chilli powder, turmeric and spice mix). 
Sambad English  News18 16/12/2020 
Times of India 17/12/2020 
The Independent 16/12/2020 

 
India 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Forgery 

Intellectual property 

rights infringement 

   

The Italian authorities seized 1 400 litres of champagne and oil missing the necessary 
traceability documentation. 
Il Fatto Alimentare 15/12/2020 
Le Blogaa 16/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Fats and oils 

Wine 

 
Intellectual property 

rights infringement 

Missing documents 

   

A joint operation involving Europol, the Spanish Civil Guard and the French 
Gendarmerie uncovered a criminal organisation selling conventional pistachios as 
organic. The total profit is estimated to be 6 million euros. 
Europol 18/12/2020 

 
Spain 

 
Nuts, nut products and 

seeds 

 
Mislabelling 

   

The Italian authorities seized 5 400 kg of fish lacking the required traceability 
documentation. 
La Sicilia 17/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

http://www.zocalo.com.mx/new_site/articulo/ong-detecta-fraude-en-venta-de-bacalao-lo-sustituyen-con-otras-especies/
https://www.milenio.com/politica/hacen-pasar-como-bacalao-especies-amenazadas-oceana
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2020/12/15/fraude-en-venta-de-bacalao-pescaderias-de-la-cdmx-lo-sustituyen-con-especies-en-peligro-de-extincion/
https://www.ilfattonisseno.it/2020/12/sicilia-melagrane-tunisine-ben-contraffatte-avevano-logo-e-scritte-in-italiano/
https://www.ideal.es/granada/intervienen-kilos-pescado-caducado-mercagranada-20201215135441-nt.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/12/spain-uncovers-alleged-whiskey-fraud/
https://leblogaa.blogspot.com/2020/12/fraude-alimentaire-liee-des-boissons.html
https://www.foodandwine.com/news/spain-whiskey-fraud-ring-busted
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/spain-takes-action-against-large-scale-whiskey-fraud/s104/a12710/#.X-IQked7lXx
https://sambadenglish.com/fake-spice-factory-using-acid-donkey-dung-unearthed/
https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/this-up-factory-was-making-fake-spices-with-ingredients-like-donkey-dung-and-hay-3182198.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/food-news/up-factory-making-fake-spices-using-donkey-dung-husk-and-acids-busted/articleshow/79774790.cms
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/agra-fake-spices-donkey-dung-b1774911.html
https://fning52ecl5m7ia7fu7tmvibzy--ilfattoalimentare-it.translate.goog/sequestro-champagne-olio-guardia-finanza.html
https://leblogaa.blogspot.com/2020/12/fraude-alimentaire-liee-des-boissons.html
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/%E2%82%AC6-million-in-illegal-profit-of-fraudulent-organic-pistachio-sales
https://www.lasicilia.it/news/palermo/379510/pesce-surgelato-privo-di-tracciabilita-sequestrato-a-villabate.html
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Missing documents 

   

The Cambodian authorities destroyed 20 000 litres of adulterated rice wine with an 
official ceremony. 
AKP Gov 18/12/2020 

 
Cambodia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Indian police discovered a plant producing fake ghee with animal fat, horns, 
hooves and bones. The ghee taste and smell were given in the end through aromas. 
OpIndia 18/12/2020 
In another operation, Indian authorities closed a factory adulterating ghee with labels 
from known reputed brands. 
Sambad English 21/12/2020 

 
India 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Forgery 

Intellectual property 

rights infringement 

   

At the beginning of December the Italian Coast Guard launched the operation 
“Frontiere Tracciabili” all over the national territory. The operation involved 3 000 
people, who seized 80 tons of illegal seafood products, for a total value of 600 000 
euros. 
MeteoWeb EU 22/12/2020 
Foggia Today 28/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 
Missing documents 

   

The Italian Coast Guard seized 7 tonnes of seafood products (mostly salmon) missing 
the required traceability documentation. 
Il Secolo XIX 23/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 
Missing documents 

   

The Italian authorities discovered an illegal plant producing processed ham products, 
seizing 600 kg of meat products failing to respect the traceability requirements. 
Reggio TV 29/12/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Meat and meat 

products (other than 

poultry) 

 
Missing documents  

   

The Kuwait Ministry of Commerce and Industry released a press statement 
announcing the seizure of 52 000 packets of food products imitating famous 
international brands. 

 
Kuwait 

 
Food 

https://akp.gov.kh/post/detail/223772
https://www.opindia.com/2020/12/agra-animal-ghee-factory-uttar-pradesh-police-arrest-4/
https://sambadenglish.com/one-more-adulterated-ghee-manufacturing-unit-busted-in-cuttack/
http://www.meteoweb.eu/2020/12/pesca-controlli-prodotti-importati-estero-maxi-operazione-nazionale-guardia-costiera-foto-video/1524894/
https://www.foggiatoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-foggia-san-nicandro-garganico-dicembre-2020.html
https://www.ilsecoloxix.it/genova/2020/12/23/news/controlli-sulla-filiera-della-pesca-sequestrate-7-tonnellate-di-pesce-tra-liguria-e-lombardia-prodotti-mal-conservati-o-senza-tracciabilita-1.39694882
https://www.reggiotv.it/notizie/cronaca/68960/reggio-calabria-aveva-allestito-salumificio-abusivo-casa-sequestrati-600kg-carne
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Kuwait Times 29/12/2020 
 

Intellectual property 

rights infringement 

   
All over the Italian territory, the Carabinieri seized 80 tons of fruits and vegetables 
(valued 60 000 euros), 3.5 tons of seafood products (valued 81 000 euros), and small 
amounts of dairy products and chocolate. The legal traceability documents were 
missing, or expiry dates were falsified. 
Italia a Tavola 31/12/2020 
 

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Cocoa and cocoa 
preparations, coffee 
and tea 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Fruits and vegetables 
Gastropods 
Milk and milk products 

 
Missing documents 
Mislabelling 

 

07/12/2020 – Honey authenticity surveillance results from Canada 
 

Canada 

According to the 2019-2020 report from the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

(CFIA), 87% of honey samples tested were not adulterated. The CFIA prevented 83 

000 kg of adulterated honey from being sold in the Canadian market. 

Government of Canada ENG - FR - Report 
Muskoka 
Newswire 
Journal de Montreal 
Canadian Insider 
Food Authenticity 

 

Honey and royal jelly 

   

09/12/2020 – NFCU annual update published 
 

UK 

Relevant food fraud cases emerging from the National Food Crime Unit (NFCU) 

annual update include: extension of use-by dates and origin falsification; 

counterfeited alcohol unfit for human consumption; products from illegally 

slaughtered animals; animal by-products illegally processed and dangerous for 

consumers’ health; and traceability issues. 

Food Safety News 

NFCU report 

 
Food 

   

21/12/2020 – The impact of Covid-19 on food frauds 
 

UK 

According to the latest Food Authenticity Network (FAN) Report, the Covid-19 

pandemic may have potentially increased the vulnerability of the global food chains 

towards food frauds. 

Food Authenticity  

 
Food 

   

15/12/2020 – Food authenticity addressed in the BfR2GO publication 
 

Germany 

Other interesting articles 

https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/moci-largest-seizure-of-fake-food-products/
https://www.italiaatavola.net/tendenze-mercato/sequestri-frodi/2020/12/31/controlli-in-aziende-agroalimentari-84-tonnellate-sequestrate-in-italia/72789/
https://www.canada.ca/en/food-inspection-agency/news/2020/12/government-of-canada-protects-canadians-against-food-fraud-in-honey-and-other-products.html
https://www.canada.ca/fr/agence-inspection-aliments/nouvelles/2020/12/le-gouvernement-du-canada-protege-les-canadiens-et-canadiennes-contre-la-fraude-alimentaire-pour-le-miel-et-dautres-produits.html
https://www.inspection.gc.ca/science-and-research/our-research-and-publications/report/eng/1606943368540/1606943368853
https://muskoka411.com/start/government-of-canada-protects-canadians-against-food-fraud-in-honey-and-other-products/
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-protects-canadians-against-food-fraud-in-honey-and-other-products-870471000.html
https://www.journaldemontreal.com/2020/12/08/fraude-alimentaire-haro-sur-le-miel-frelate
https://www.canadianinsider.com/government-of-canada-protects-canadians-against-food-fraud-in-honey-and-other-products
http://www.foodauthenticity.uk/blog/canadian-government-publishes-its-2019-20-report-on-honey-adulter
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/12/meat-and-alcohol-on-radar-of-food-crime-unit/
https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/fsa-20-12-10-national-food-crime-unit-annual-update.pdf
http://www.foodauthenticity.uk/blog/new-article-published-has-covid-19-caused-a-significant-increase-
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The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) has recently published the 

new BfR2GO issue, covering some topics related to food fraud as: a) a two-stage 

Delphi study on food adulteration; and b) chemical fingerprint methodologies 

improved by the research projects “FoodAuthent”, “FoodIntegrity” and “EU MEDIFIT”. 

BfR2GO, Issue 2/2020 

 
Food 

   

23/12/2020 – Belgian authorities fighting false claims on food products 
 

Belgium 

Since March, the Belgian Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC) 

increasingly monitored false labels on foods and food supplements claiming fake 

effects against the Coronavirus disease, especially if sold online. 

FASFC: Belgian website – Flemish website 

RTBF 

 
Food 

   

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of 
food fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take 
any responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed 
shall not be regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre 
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Knowledge Centre for Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please give us your consent to be inserted in our 
distribution list by writing to our functional mail box: JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu. For any comments, questions or 
feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

 
 

https://www.bfr.bund.de/en/publication/bfr2go__issue_2_2020__key_topic__vegan_diet-262868.html
http://www.favv.be/professionnels/publications/presse/2020/2020-12-23.asp
http://www.favv.be/professionelen/publicaties/pers/2020/2020-12-23.asp
https://www.rtbf.be/info/medias/detail_coronavirus-attention-aux-produits-anti-covid-vendus-en-ligne-previent-l-afsca?id=10660326
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
mailto:JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu?subject=Request%20for%20subscription%20to%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20report&body=Dear%20KC-FFQ%2C%0A%0AI%20give%20you%20my%20consent%20to%20store%20my%20personal%20data%20in%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20Report%20managed%20by%20KC-FFQ.%20%0A%0AMy%20name%20is%3A%0A%0AI%20work%20for%3A%20%0A%0AMy%20interests%20are%20in%20the%20field%20of%3A%20%0A%0AKind%20regards%2C%0A
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

