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Monthly Summary of Articles
on Food Fraud and Adulteration

Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu)

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food
fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any
responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be
regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission.

Food Fraud Cases

Between December 2021 and May 2022, in the Operation OPSON XI the authorities of 26 ﬁ EU/World
countries (coordinated by EUROPOL and Interpol) seized almost 27 000 tonnes of fake food

and 15 million litres of alcoholic beverages. @ Food

Europol OLAF  Hin Securing Industry Finanz Nachrichten Stern _
Pressportal ~ Rtl  Proximus Infobae Extreme News @ Adulteration/ Product
Food Safety News Bvl Food Retail Affidia Journal tampenng_
Proplanta Il Fatto Alimentare Food Safety News To agrar Counterfeit
Schweizerbauer Corriere ortofrutticolo  La Razon Guardia _ Civil Document forgery

Grey market
Misdescription/
Mislabelling/ Misbranding

The European Commission, together with the EU Food Fraud Network, joined forces on the EU
one-year lasting EU Enforcement Action “Bamboo-zling” on plastic Food Contact Materials
(FCM) made of bamboo ‘powder’.

748 cases of plastic food contact materials containing unauthorised bamboo powder were

notified by the action participants.

Food Contact Materials

Adulteration/ Product

Ec.europa Food Packaging Forum tampering
The authorities seized almost 215 000 Euros-worth of candies and snacks with packages USA
resembling those of well-known brands. The products also contained tetrahydrocannabidiol .
(THC). Confectionery
Securing Indust :

d W Counterfeit
The authorities seized over 2 000 bottles of contraband liquor. India

Ndtv .
Alcoholic beverages

The authorities seized 10 081 bottles of Indian-made foreign liquor (IMFL).
India.com
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/food-fraud-about-27-000-tonnes-shelves
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/148-million-litres-alcoholic-drinks-seized-across-europe-2022-11-17_en
https://www.hln.be/nieuws/zowat-27-000-ton-voedsel-en-15-miljoen-liter-alcoholische-drank-in-beslag-genomen-bij-operatie-tegen-voedselfraude~a19a0864/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/illicit-alcohol-tops-operation-opson-s-eu-seizure-haul/s104/a14919/#.Y49izoTMIaZ
https://www.finanznachrichten.de/nachrichten-2022-11/57610852-stern-und-rtl-recherche-exklusiv-europaweite-razzien-gegen-lebensmittel-faelscher-europol-27-000-tonnen-gefaelschte-lebensmittel-und-15-millionen-l-007.htm
https://www.stern.de/panorama/stern-crime/gefaelschte-lebensmittel-und-millionen-liter-alkohol-beschlagnahmt-32917782.html
https://www.stern.de/panorama/stern-crime/gefaelschte-lebensmittel-und-millionen-liter-alkohol-beschlagnahmt-32917782.html
https://www.presseportal.de/pm/6329/5372173
https://www.rtl.de/cms/gammelfleisch-co-tausende-tonnen-lebensmittel-in-europa-bei-razzia-von-europol-beschlagnahmt-5016667.html
https://www.proximus.be/pickx/fr/2278322/27-000-tonnes-de-denrees-alimentaires-illegales-saisies-dans-26-pays-dont-la-belgique
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2022/11/17/incautan-148-millones-de-bebidas-alcoholicas-ilegales-en-19-paises-de-la-ue/
https://www.extremnews.com/nachrichten/weltgeschehen/c15c18dda5d7014
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/11/huge-amounts-of-dodgy-food-and-drinks-seized-in-global-operation/
https://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Arbeitsbereiche/01_Lebensmittel/03_Verbraucher/16_Food_Fraud/06_OPSON_Operationen/OPSON-XI/OPSON_11_node.html
https://www.foodretail.es/especiales/sucesos/Incautan-millones-alcoholicas-ilegales-UE_0_1712828704.html
https://affidiajournal.com/en/food-fraud-maxi-seizure-of-food-and-beverages-in-global-operation
https://www.proplanta.de/agrar-nachrichten/agrarwirtschaft/europol-zieht-fast-27-000-tonnen-gefaelschte-lebensmittel-aus-dem-verkehr_article1668964646.html
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/europol-frodi-alimentari.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/11/seafood-and-alcohol-focus-for-national-fraud-operations-undeclared-additives-improper-labels-found/
https://www.topagrar.com/panorama/news/fast-27-000-t-gefaelschter-lebensmittel-aus-dem-verkehr-gezogen-13239005.html
https://www.topagrar.com/panorama/news/fast-27-000-t-gefaelschter-lebensmittel-aus-dem-verkehr-gezogen-13239005.html
https://www.schweizerbauer.ch/politik-wirtschaft/international/fast-27000-tonnen-gefaelschter-lebensmittel-aus-dem-verkehr-gezogen/
http://www.corriereortofrutticolo.it/2022/11/24/frode-quasi-27-mila-tonnellate-prodotti-ortofrutta-compresa/
https://www.larazon.es/sociedad/20221126/5oxui2e2bnbqfeqv2xawdkdxji.html
https://www.guardiacivil.es/es/prensa/noticias/8387.html
https://www.guardiacivil.es/es/prensa/noticias/8387.html
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/agri-food-fraud/eu-coordinated-actions/bamboo-zling_en
https://www.foodpackagingforum.org/news/eu-takes-action-against-illegal-bamboo-tableware
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/thc-laced-fake-candy-seized-in-north-carolina-after-child-death/s104/a14902/#.Y4jVL4TMK_v
https://www.ndtv.com/delhi-news/watch-over-2-000-liquor-bottles-hidden-inside-wooden-doors-3485937
https://www.india.com/news/india/liquor-den-raided-in-gujarats-rajkot-seizure-includes-country-liquor-imfl-worth-lakhs-5773469/
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The authorities seized in total 10.6 tons of seafood illegally fished or without traceability
documentation.

Venezia Today Trieste Cafe Dissapore Blog Sicilia Daily Italia News
Ansa La Sicilia Meridio News  Giornale di Sicilia Politicamente
corretto Ekuo News Riviera Oqggqi Il Pescara QdS  Palermo Today
Blog Sicilia La Sicilia News Sicilia

The authorities seized in total 40.2 tons of contraband rice meant for public distribution.
Times of India The Hindu Times of India The Hindu The

The Hindu The Hindu Business Standard

Hindu

The authorities seized 2 tons of meat ready to be illegally supplied to city markets and
restaurants.
Dawn

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety Authority seized in total 4.5 tons of spices adulterated with
e.g. bran, substandard oil, flour, rice and harmful dyes.
Urdu Point Urdu Point

Punjab Food Authority (PFA) seized in total almost 1 ton of red chili adulterated with
substandard colours and other hazardous ingredients.
Urdu Point Urdu Point Urdu Point The Nation

The authorities seize in total 18 400 litres of milk adulterated with e.g. hazardous chemicals,
powder, substandard ghee, whey powder, or dirty oil.

Urdu Point The News Urdu Point The News
News Urdu Point Urdu Point

The

Urdu Point

The authorities seized 33 tons of contraband tomatoes and bell peppers.
Ultima hora

The authorities closed a clandestine factory illegally producing at least 5 280 bottles of
alcohol per month.

Semana El Pais Diario Occidente

El Tiempo

The authorities seized 2.5 tons of contraband beef from Argentina (total value of almost 25

o
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products thereof
Cephalopods and
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Meat and meat products
(other than poultry)

Poultry meat and poultry
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Pakistan
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https://www.veneziatoday.it/cronaca/pesca-illegale-multe-venezia-2022.html
https://www.triestecafe.it/it/news/cronaca/la-guardia-costiera-del-veneto-sequestra-2-tonnellate-di-prodotti-ittici-durante-l-operazione-fenice-novembre-2022.html
https://www.dissapore.com/notizie/veneto-sequestrate-2-tonnellate-di-pesce-privo-di-tracciabilita/
https://www.blogsicilia.it/catania/maas-catania-pesce-tracciabile-sequestro/799430/
https://www.dayitalianews.com/foto-pesce-capone-non-commerciabile-per-700-kg-sequestrato-dagli-ispettori-del-maas-di-catania/
https://www.ansa.it/sicilia/notizie/2022/11/11/pesce-700-kg-di-lampughe-sequestrati-da-guardia-costiera_3beb30fa-4581-4186-ad8d-db7912593c25.html
https://www.lasicilia.it/cronaca/news/settecento-chili-di-capone-sequestrato-al-maas-di-catania-1965911/
https://meridionews.it/pesce-700-chilogrammi-di-lampughe-sequestrati-dalla-guardia-costiera-al-maas/
https://catania.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2022/11/11/catania-700-chili-di-lampughe-sequestrati-al-mercato-non-erano-tracciabili-f0a4fa3c-335d-4815-ae0a-53cbd093d5c8/
https://www.politicamentecorretto.com/2022/11/12/guardia-costiera-giulianova-oltre-13-000-euro-di-sanzioni-e-1150-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-sequestrati-nel-corso-della-settimana/
https://www.politicamentecorretto.com/2022/11/12/guardia-costiera-giulianova-oltre-13-000-euro-di-sanzioni-e-1150-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-sequestrati-nel-corso-della-settimana/
https://www.ekuonews.it/12/11/2022/guardia-costiera-giulianova-oltre-13-000-euro-di-sanzioni-e-1150-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-sequestrati/
https://www.rivieraoggi.it/2022/11/12/362403/giulianova-la-guardia-costiera-sequestra-oltre-una-tonnellata-di-prodotti-ittici/
https://www.ilpescara.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-prodotto-ittico-guardia-costiera.html
https://qds.it/fermo-biologico-a-palermo-sequestrati-220-chili-di-tonno-alalunga/
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/tonno-non-tracciato-sequestrato-pesce-mercato-ittico.html
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/tonno-non-tracciato-sequestrato-pesce-mercato-ittico.html
https://www.blogsicilia.it/palermo/pesce-non-tracciato-scaduto-sequestri-mazara-del-vallo-mercato-ittico-porto-tonno-alalunga/805516/
https://www.lasicilia.it/cronaca/news/sequestrate-8-5-tonnellate-di-pesce-non-tracciabile-e-pure-congelato-oltre-la-scendenza--1992080/
https://newsicilia.it/sicilia/cronaca/sequestrati-8-500-chili-di-pesce-in-sicilia-non-tracciato-e-congelato-gia-scaduto/828634
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/one-held-for-bid-to-smuggle-1200kg-pds-rice-to-karnataka/articleshow/95289695.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/police-arrest-two-for-smuggling-pds-rice/article66110670.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/1440-kg-of-pds-rice-seized/articleshow/95439932.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/two-arrested-for-pds-rice-smuggling-in-krishnagiri/article66132595.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/rice-ragi-seized-in-raid/article66157731.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/rice-ragi-seized-in-raid/article66157731.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/324-kg-of-tobacco-goods-a-tonne-of-ration-rice-seized/article66158189.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/3600-kg-of-ration-rice-seized-in-villupuram-district-one-held/article66194696.ece
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/3-600-kg-of-ration-rice-diverted-to-open-market-in-tamil-nadu-s-villuparam-122112800523_1.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1718752/huge-quantity-of-dead-animals-meat-seized-in-lahore
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/above-2500kg-of-adulterated-spices-recovered-1590272.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-seizes-2000-kg-of-synthetic-1594351.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-seizes-500kg-adulterated-red-chili-1591411.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-discards-500-kg-tainted-red-chilli-1591400.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-discards-480-kg-adulterated-chilli-powder-1600405.html
https://www.nation.com.pk/26-Nov-2022/pfa-discards-480-kg-adulterated-chilli-powder
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-unearths-unit-producing-fabricated-milk-i-1587634.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1005831-fabricated-milk-producing-unit-unearthed
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-discards-6000-litre-adulterated-milk-1593169.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1008993-pfa-discards-6-000-litre-adulterated-milk
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-unearths-fake-milk-production-unit-1598071.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1012420-pfa-discards-2-000-litre-fake-milk
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1012420-pfa-discards-2-000-litre-fake-milk
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-unearths-fake-milk-producing-factory-dis-1602637.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-of-7400-litre-contaminated-milk-1602677.html
https://www.ultimahora.com/incautan-33-toneladas-mercaderias-ingresadas-contrabando-n3032551.html
https://www.semana.com/nacion/cali/articulo/policia-desmantelo-fabrica-de-licor-adulterado-en-cali-pretendian-comercializarlo-en-las-fiestas-decembrinas/202250/
https://www.elpais.com.co/judicial/cae-fabrica-de-licor-adulterado-en-cali-iban-a-comercializar-mas-de-5-000-botellas-en-fiestas-en-diciembre.html
https://occidente.co/cali/cae-banda-que-producia-mas-de-mil-botellas-semanales-de-licor-adulterado/
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/en-fabrica-del-norte-de-cali-adulteraban-licor-que-iria-a-la-feria-716081
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000 Euros).

Megacadena Monumental

Ultima Hora

The authorities seized more than 2 000 litres of illegal liquor.
La Hora El comercio El Telegrafo Tele Amazonas
Prensa Cre

In another operation, the authorities seized 1 800 litres of illegal liquor.
El Telegrafo El Universo El Comercio

The authorities seized 1 600 bottles of contraband whiskey and 1 872 bottles of contraband
vodka.

Nuevo periodico

The National Customs seized 331 tons of contraband food (total value of almost 305 000
Euros).
Abi El Diario

The authorities seized 8 640 bottles of compound oil (soybean oil and other vegetable oils)
mislabelled as containing olive oil.
Revista Negocio rural

The authorities seized more than 3 tons of cheese without veterinary certificates.
Crhoy

The Rosslare Europort authorities seized 53 000 litres of contraband beer and 930 litres of
contraband wine (total retail value of 223 000 Euros).

Independent

Four people died after consuming alcohol adulterated with methanol.
Hurriyet Daily News

An Indian company has been fined for selling Jawaphool rice misbranded as “DAAWAT”
Basmati rice with labels and packaging mimicking those of another brand.
Indian express

Ecuador envivo
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Meat and meat products

Grey market

Ecuador
Alcoholic beverages

Grey market

Indonesia
Alcoholic beverages

Grey market

Bolivia
Food

Grey market

Brazil
Fats and oils

Misdescription/
Mislabelling/ Misbranding

Costa Rica
Milk and milk products

Grey market

Ireland

Alcoholic beverages
Wine
Grey market

Turkiye
Alcoholic beverages

Adulteration/ Product
tampering
Grey market

India

Cereals and bakery
products
Counterfeit
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https://megacadena.com.py/incautaron-2500-kilos-de-carne-presuntamente-de-contrabando-en-villeta/
https://www.ultimahora.com/allanamiento-e-incautacion-2500-kilos-carne-villeta-n3032884.html
https://monumental.com.py/sucesos/09/11/2022/incautan-2-500-kilos-de-carne-presuntamente-ingresados-de-contrabando/
https://www.lahora.com.ec/pais/quito-detenidos-licor-adulterado/
https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/quito/cinco-detenidos-alcohol-adulterado-quito.html
https://www.eltelegrafo.com.ec/noticias/actualidad/44/policia-decomiso-400-botellas-de-licor-adulterado-en-quito
https://www.teleamazonas.com/decomisan-un-centenar-de-botellas-con-licor-adulterado-en-quito/
https://www.ecuadorenvivo.com/index.php/cronica-roja/item/152779-decomisan-un-centenar-de-botellas-con-licor-adulterado-en-quito
https://www.ecuadorenvivo.com/index.php/cronica-roja/item/152779-decomisan-un-centenar-de-botellas-con-licor-adulterado-en-quito
https://prensa.ec/2022/11/10/mas-de-2000-litros-de-alcohol-irregular-fueron-decomisados-en-quito/
https://cre.com.ec/?p=42200
https://www.eltelegrafo.com.ec/noticias/actualidad/44/fiscalia-proceso-ocho-personas-fabricacion-licor-adulterado
https://www.eluniverso.com/noticias/seguridad/ocho-personas-son-procesadas-por-elaboracion-y-distribucion-de-licor-adulterado-en-quito-nota/?modulo=noticias-lo-ultimo-home&plantilla=home
https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/quito/fiscalia-proceso-comercio-licor-adulterado.html
https://nuevoperiodico.com/la-policia-de-sumatra-meridional-revela-casos-de-alcohol-oplosan-que-contiene-un-70-de-alcohol-en-banyuasin/
https://www.abi.bo/index.php/noticias/economia/29892-aduana-comisa-331-toneladas-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-en-potosi
https://www.eldiario.net/portal/2022/11/13/comisan-331-toneladas-de-alimentos-de-contrabando/
https://www.revistanegociorural.com.br/noticias/oleo-composto-vendido-como-azeite-de-oliva-e-apreendido-durante-fiscalizacao/
https://www.crhoy.com/nacionales/fuerza-publica-incauta-3-toneladas-de-contrabando-de-queso/
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/wexford/news/revenue-officers-seize-almost-250000-worth-of-smuggled-beer-and-wine-at-rosslare-europort-42146528.html
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/three-dead-11-hospitalized-from-bootleg-alcohol-178542
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/trademark-infringement-delhi-hc-daawat-basmati-rice-8273084/
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The authorities seized 4.5 tons of tuna cans (22 000 cans) of generic tuna mislabelled as a
more expensive variety of tuna fish.
Ansa La Stampa Telenord

Il secolo xix

The authorities seized 29 tons of sugar illegally stored.
Bss News

The authorities seized 60 tons of smuggled soybeans.
Primera Edicion

In 2022 the authorities have seized in total 2 300 tons of contraband soybeans, 879 tons of
contraband corn and 29 tons of contraband beans (total value of 2.3 million Euros).
Primera Edicion Clarin

The authorities seized 1 100 bottles of contraband alcohol.
Semana Rcn radio Hsb Noticias Semana

Hong Kong Customs and the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) seized 24 tons of supposedly
contraband hairy crabs without health certificates (total value of 134 000 Euros).

Info.gov Foreign affairs

Hong Kong Customs seized almost 50 tons of contraband dried seafood (total value of 32
million Euros) and 30 000 bottles of wine.
Info.gov Scmp The Standard

The authorities seized 5.2 tons of suspected contraband hairy crabs total value of almost 310
000 Euros) and 2.5 tons of suspected contraband frozen meat (total value of almost 50 000

Euros).
Info.gov Foreign affairs Occrp

The authorities seized in total 6.7 tons of cheese and 2.3 tons of meat products (beef or pork)
without traceability documentation. In some cases, the analyses revealed contamination with
Listeria.

Salute.gov

La Sicilia Giornale L'Ora Grandangolo Agrigento  Quotidiano

Puglia Tuscia Web Affari Italiani  Fanpage Business24TV  Gazzetta di
Parma Notizie Tiscali [talia Notizie 24 LaCNews24 Libero guotidiano
Italpress La Siciliaweb [l Mattino Sardinia post ~ Giornale di
Sicilia Giornale partite Iva [l denaro La discussione |l fatto
guotidiano Il Fatto Nisseno La ProvinciaCr Ok Mugello Sardegna Reporter
Grandangolo Agrigento Interris Sassuolo2000 Regqio2000
Zoom24 Catania Today |l Nordest quatidiano Vivienna Adi
Gazzetta del Sud Parma Today Resto al Sud Tele Nicosia Otto
pagine Quotidiano di Gela Quotidiano Molise Italia a Tavola Dissapore
Quotidiano Sanita Leggo Meridio News  Seguo News Nuova Cosenza
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Grey market
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Grey market

Hong Kong

Bivalve molluscs and
products thereof
Cephalopods and
products thereof
Crustaceans and products
thereof

Fish and fish products
Gastropods

Meat and meat products
(other than poultry)
Poultry meat and poultry
meat products

Wine

Grey market

Italy

Meat and meat products
(other than poultry)

Milk and milk products
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https://www.ansa.it/liguria/notizie/2022/11/17/sanremo-sequestrate-55-tonnellate-tonno-in-scatola_5d2bbead-72ac-4bc8-bd67-7ab9efe71ae3.html
https://www.lastampa.it/imperia-sanremo/2022/11/17/news/frode_in_commercio_guardia_costiera_sequestra_22_mila_confezioni_di_conserve_di_tonno-12245825/
https://telenord.it/sanremo-tonno-al-naturale-spacciato-per-prodotto-di-pregio-sequestrate-22mila-confezioni-51473
https://www.ilsecoloxix.it/imperia/2022/11/18/news/imperia_sequestrati_22mila_barattoli_di_tonno_con_etichetta_falsa-12248678/
https://www.bssnews.net/district/95483
https://www.primeraedicion.com.ar/nota/100654649/nuevas-retenciones-de-camiones-con-soja-ahora-en-garupa/
https://www.primeraedicion.com.ar/nota/100654011/en-este-ano-la-policia-ya-incauto-mas-de-3-mil-toneladas-de-granos/
https://www.clarin.com/policiales/contrabando-soja-maiz-pagar-retenciones-freno-frontera_0_9vy2Y8Q0Ew.html
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The authorities seized 1 813 bottles of alcoholic beverages with fake labels from famous
brands.

Archyde Diario Diario

The authorities seized 65 tons of contraband wheat and flour.
Tribune

The authorities seized 2.1 tons of frozen Spanish pork ready to be smuggled to Switzerland.
Arcinfo

The authorities seized almost 1 ton of shark meat (mainly fins) illegally fished for the black
market. In 2022, the authorities seized in total 7.4 tons of shark meat from protected species.
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Ginger fraud

An online review summarizes the available knowledge on food fraud affecting the ginger
supply chain (from China to EU), the analytical methods and the most common
vulnerabilities.

npj Science of Food

Food sectors most vulnerable to food crimes in Scotland

The Scottish Food Crime and Incidents Unit (SFCIU) identified meat, seafood and alcohol as
being at highrisk for food crime.
Food Safety News Agriland

Food fraud report by Nordic countries

The Nordic Council of Ministers (Norway, Denmark, Iceland and Sweden) has published a joint
project report on food fraud with a threat assessment for specific food chains.
Norden.diva Food Safety News Affidia Journal

“Food Crimes, Food Harms and the Food System” special edition

The academic journal “Crime, Law and Social Change” has published a special edition with
nine articles dedicated to food fraud.
Crime, Law and Social Change
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