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©
 E

u
ro

pe
a
n 

U
ni

on
, 2

0
2

1
 

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food 

fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 

responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 

regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

 

 

 

 
First EU-wide survey about herbs and spices authenticity 

 
EU 

The Commission published the results of the first coordinated control plan on the authenticity of 

herbs and spices launched by DG SANTE and carried out by twenty-one EU Member States, 

Switzerland and Norway, coordinated by the Joint Research Centre (JRC). 

EU Commission  EU Science Hub Food Authenticity Network Il Salvagente 

Financial Food  Food Navigator  Food Manufacture Agence Europe EN 

– FR  GreenMe Agronews Castilla y Leon  Great Italian Food Trade 

Irish Examiner The Times Affidia Journal  Mood Consumatore 

 
Herbs and spices 

The Pakistan officials discarded 4 900 litres of milk adulterated with water and unhealthy 

chemicals. 

Urdu Point  Urdu Point The News Urdu Point 

 
Pakistan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

In November, across the country the Italian authorities collectively seized almost 17.5 tons of 

seafood without traceability documentation, sometimes not even respecting the hygiene 

requirements. 

Corriere di Taranto Palermo Today Giornale di Sicilia  Sicilia Oggi Notizie 

Tp 24 Sky Tg 24 La Sicilia Web Nuova Venezia Alto Adige Giornale 

Trentino  Oggi Treviso Meteo Week La Tribuna di Treviso Treviso Today

 Il Dolomiti Catania Today Live Sicilia  News Sicilia Blog Sicilia 

Sassari Notizie  Olbia24  La Nuova Sardegna BlogSicilia 

 Bari Today   

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

 

Documents 

Food Fraud Cases 

Spotlight 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/agri-food-fraud/eu-coordinated-actions/coordinated-control-plans/herbs-and-spices-2019-2021_en
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/results-largest-investigation-authenticity-culinary-herbs-and-spices-european-market
https://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/list/tag/herbs%20and%20spices
https://ilsalvagente.it/2021/11/26/origano-adulterato-140839/
https://financialfood.es/mccormick-pide-al-sector-de-las-especias-que-revisen-sus-protocolos-para-la-prevencion-del-fraude/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=mccormick-pide-al-sector-de-las-especias-que-revisen-sus-protocolos-para-la-prevencion-del-fraude
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/11/26/Herbs-and-spices-authenticity-scrutinised-in-Europe-These-supply-chains-are-amongst-the-most-vulnerable-to-fraud
https://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Article/2021/11/26/Herbs-and-spices-adulteration-highlighted-by-EU-report?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS
https://agenceurope.eu/en/bulletin/article/12841/14
https://agenceurope.eu/fr/bulletin/article/12841/14
https://www.greenme.it/mangiare/alimentazione-a-salute/origano-tagliato-con-foglie-di-olivo-1-prodotto-su-2-nellue-e-adulterato/
https://www.agronewscastillayleon.com/fraude-alimentario-la-comision-publica-los-resultados-de-la-primera-encuesta-escala-de-la-ue-sobre
https://www.greatitalianfoodtrade.it/sicurezza/contaminanti-e-allergeni-in-erbe-aromatiche-e-spezie-l-indagine-della-commissione-europea
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-40754490.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/a-fifth-of-eu-herbs-and-spices-could-contain-unauthorised-products-wvlxvglnr
https://affidiajournal.com/en/eu-market-one-out-of-every-two-oregano-products-is-adulterated
https://mood.sapo.pt/17-das-ervas-e-especiarias-comercializadas-na-europa-adulteradas/
https://www.consumatore.com/2021/11/30/indagine-commissione-origano-adulterato/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-off-3020-liters-adulterated-milk-1397534.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-destroys-550-liters-of-adulterated-milk-1402295.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/910441-officials-discard-420-liters-of-adulterated-milk
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-off-900-liters-adulterated-milk-1409386.html
https://www.corriereditaranto.it/2021/11/03/controlli-di-polizia-sotto-sequestro-4-quintali-di-cozze/
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-guardia-costiera-alici-bagheria.html
https://trapani.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/11/06/mazara-del-vallo-una-tonnellata-di-pesci-e-reti-illegali-sequestrati-dalla-capitaneria-62ec11ed-91eb-4775-88f5-1fe974f400e7/
https://www.siciliaogginotizie.it/2021/11/06/mazara-controlli-filiera-ittica-sequestrati-mille-chili-di-prodotto-ittico/
https://www.tp24.it/2021/11/06/ambiente/mille-chili-di-pesce-illegale-e-sanzioni-per-4500-euro-a-mazara/170410
https://tg24.sky.it/palermo/2021/11/06/sequestro-pesce-mazara-del-vallo
https://www.lasiciliaweb.it/2021/11/mazara-del-vallo-8/
https://nuovavenezia.gelocal.it/venezia/cronaca/2021/11/12/news/i-carabinieri-sequestrano-mezza-tonnellata-di-seppie-al-mercato-ittico-1.40913643
https://www.altoadige.it/cronaca/pesce-scaduto-o-di-provenienza-ignota-sequestrati-850-chili-in-un-azienda-altoatesina-1.3056906
https://www.giornaletrentino.it/cronaca/frodi-alimentari-sequestrati-850-chili-di-pesce-in-un-azienda-altoatesina-1.3056914
https://www.giornaletrentino.it/cronaca/frodi-alimentari-sequestrati-850-chili-di-pesce-in-un-azienda-altoatesina-1.3056914
https://www.oggitreviso.it/sicurezza-alimentare-sequestrate-46-tonnllate-di-pesce-irregolare-267739
https://www.meteoweek.com/2021/11/16/maxi-sequestro-di-pesce-irregolare-denunce-dalla-guardia-costiera-cpe/
https://tribunatreviso.gelocal.it/treviso/cronaca/2021/11/17/news/controlli-in-provincia-di-treviso-sequestrate-4-6-tonnellate-di-pesce-scaduto-1.40930209
https://www.trevisotoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-scaduto-treviso-17-novembre-2021.html
https://www.trevisotoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-scaduto-treviso-17-novembre-2021.html
https://www.ildolomiti.it/cronaca/2021/pesce-scaduto-e-con-etichette-alterate-850-chili-sequestrati
https://www.cataniatoday.it/cronaca/maas-guardia-costiera-sequestro-pesce-spada-di-provenienza-non-certa.html
https://livesicilia.it/2021/11/19/catania-sequestrati-mille-chili-di-pesce-spada/
https://newsicilia.it/catania/cronaca/catania-sequestrati-25-esemplari-di-pesce-spada/729136
https://www.blogsicilia.it/catania/mass-pesce-spada-non-tracciabile-sequestro-multa/656238/
http://www.sassarinotizie.com/articolo-66438-operazione__carango__327kg_di_pesce_sequestrati_dalla_guardia_costiera_di_alghero.aspx
https://www.olbia24.it/notizie/n.php?id=164493
https://www.lanuovasardegna.it/alghero/cronaca/2021/11/27/news/pesce-privo-di-tracciabilita-maxi-sequestro-in-riviera-1.40970850
https://www.blogsicilia.it/catania/sequestrati-tre-tonnellate-pesce-catanese/660114/?refresh_ce
https://www.baritoday.it/cronaca/molfetta-sequestro-mercato-ittico-pesce.html
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The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) discarded 1 200 kg of spurious honey produced with harmful 

chemicals, sugar syrups, non-food graded colours and other prohibited ingredients. 

Urdu Point  The News  

 
Pakistan 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 

Counterfeit 

   

The Spanish Civil Guard arrested 22 people for the intended sale of 253 tons of food not fit 

for human consumption. The traceability documentation presented gaps and some shelf life 

dates were falsified. 

Food Safety News   

 
Spain 

 
Food 

 

Documents 

Mislabelling 

Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   

The Hong Kong Customs seized 14 000 contraband hairy crabs and 1 ton of smuggled chilled 

food (including meat and poultry), for a total value of 168 000 Euros. 

China Daily   

 
Hong Kong 

 
Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Food 

 

Documents 

   

The Colombian authorities seized 845 contraband bottles of liquor (e.g. rum, tequila, brandy) 
for a total value of 3 660 Euros. 
La Nacion   
 
In a second operation, almost 600 litres of contraband liquor were seized as well. 
El Heraldo   

 
Colombia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Documents 

   

The Italian authorities arrested two people for illegally producing 2 000 litres of counterfeit 
liquors, bearing fake labels of two famous brands. 
Geos News  Antenna Sud   
 

 
Italy 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

IPR – Intellectual property 

rights 

   

The Italian authorities seized 1 055 000 litres of wine (total value of 1 million Euros) without 
the required traceability documentation, and not registered within the official databases. 
Agenzia Nova  Bari Today Foggia Today  Stato Quotidiano  

 
Italy 

 
Wine 

 

Documents 

   

The Indian authorities seized 7.6 tons of raw tea powder and 40 kg of adulterated tea powder. 
The Hindu    

India 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, coffee and 

tea 

 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Italian authorities seized 237 kg of coffee not respecting the traceability requirements. 
Geos News  GdS  Grandangolo Stretto Web QdS Palermo Today
 Meridio News Blog Sicilia Antenna Uno Il Corriere di Sicilia  
Eco di Sicilia  Live Sicilia Seguo News  

 
Italy 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, coffee and 

tea 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-discard-1225kg-spurious-honey-raw-mater-1392254.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/905757-800kg-fake-honey-seized
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/22-arrested-in-spain-after-unfit-food-findings/#more-209023
https://www.chinadailyhk.com/article/246616#14000-'smuggled'-hairy-crabs-seized-in-HK
https://www.lanacion.com.co/licor-adulterado-y-de-contrabando-fue-decomisado-en-municipios-del-huila/
https://www.elheraldo.co/judicial/policia-incauta-598-litros-de-licor-de-contrabando-en-el-centro-de-barranquilla-866339
https://it.geosnews.com/p/it/puglia/fabbrica-clandestina-di-alcool-nei-guai-per-contrabbando-due-uomini-di-cerignola-video_36140396
https://www.antennasud.com/contrabbando-ricettazione-alcool-denuciati-uomini-bitonto/
https://www.agenzianova.com/a/618e7c43bb04f9.52072719/3678033/2021-11-12/agroalimentare-ispettori-mipaaf-sequestrano-1-milione-di-vini-privi-di-tracciabilita
https://www.baritoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-vino-azienda-barese-no-tracciabilita.html
https://www.foggiatoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-vini-cantina-provincia-foggia-ispettori-mifaap.html
https://www.statoquotidiano.it/12/11/2021/maxi-sequestro-in-azienda-del-foggiano-di-vini-privi-di-tracciabilita/896653/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/one-held-for-making-adulterated-tea-powder/article37474080.ece
https://it.geosnews.com/p/it/sicilia/vende-caff-in-cialde-senza-tracciabilit-nei-guai-negoziante-palermitano_36203016
https://palermo.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/11/15/palermo-sequestrati-237-chili-di-caffe-in-cialde-era-stata-ignorata-la-tracciabilita-e2e076d7-aceb-414a-b1ab-6c40dd9d8046/
https://www.grandangoloagrigento.it/giudiziaria/guardia-di-finanza-sequestrati-237kg-cialde-monouso-caffe-in-un-negozio
http://www.strettoweb.com/2021/11/palermo-sequestrati-oltre-237-chili-di-caffe-in-cialde-monouso/1270967/
https://qds.it/a-palermo-sequestrati-237-chili-di-caffe-non-tracciato/
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-cialde-caffe-torrefazione-bonagia.html
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-cialde-caffe-torrefazione-bonagia.html
https://palermo.meridionews.it/articolo/97122/finanza-sequestra-decine-di-migliaia-di-cialde-di-caffe-merce-senza-tracciabilita-denunciato-commerciante/
https://www.blogsicilia.it/palermo/caffe-in-cialde-di-dubbia-provenienza-maxi-sequestro-in-attivita-del-palermitano/654759/
https://antennaunonotizie.it/cronaca/palermo-sequestrati-oltre-237-chili-di-caffe-in-cialde/
http://ilcorrieredisicilia.it/palermo-sequestrati-oltre-200-chili-di-caffe-in-cialde-monouso/
https://www.ecodisicilia.com/2021/11/15/palermo-sequestrate-cialde-di-caffe-monouso-e-un-negozio/
https://livesicilia.it/2021/11/15/sequestrati-oltre-200-kg-di-caffe-in-cialde-senza-tracciabilita/
https://www.seguonews.it/guardia-di-finanza-palermo-sequestrati-oltre-237-kg-di-caffe-e-un-esercizio-commerciale
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Documents 

   

The Moroccan authorities seized almost 4 900 bottles of whiskey and 2 800 bottles of beer, 
arresting a person accused of smuggling and counterfeiting alcoholic beverages. 
Bladi    
 

 
Morocco 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Documents 

IPR – Intellectual property 

rights 

   

In November, the Argentinean authorities collectively seized: 
- 8 874 tons of corn (total value of more than 575 000 Euros) intended to be exported 

illegally to Uruguay 
- 752 tons of soybeans planned to be exported illegally to Uruguay and smuggled to 

other countries 
- 316 tons of grain ready to be smuggled to Brazil 
- 200 bags of rice and 630 bags of sugar smuggled into Bolivia 
- 112 tons of mixed oil and 29 tons of soybean oil 

Urgente 24  Agrofy  La Nacion Primera Edicion  Pagina 
12 Correo del Sud El Litoral  

 
Argentina 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Fats and oils 

Fruits and vegetables 

Other food products/ 

mixed 

 

Documents 

   

The national Gendarmerie seized 17.8 tons of contraband soft wheat flour. 
Le soir d’Algerie    

Algeria 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Documents 

   

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) seized 600 kg of red chillies adulterated with various 
dangerous impurities. 
Urdu Point   

 
Pakistan 

 
Herbs and spices 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Civil Guard has seized 4 000 litres of olive oil of low quality, mislabelled as organic and/or 
extra virgin olive oil, in some cases even mixed with sunflower oil. 
Bullfrag   Diario de Ibiza  Noticias ao minuto  

 
Spain 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Mislabelling 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

   

The Nigerian authorities seized some contraband food products, including 47.2 tons of rice, 
524 kg of vegetable oil and 669 cartons of foreign spaghetti and macaroni. 
Punch    
  

 
Nigeria 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Fats and oils 

 

Documents 

   

Hong Kong Customs seized 100 tons of suspected smuggled frozen meat (total estimated 
value of 573 000 euros). 
Info.gov.hk   

 
Hong Kong 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

Poultry meat and poultry 

https://www.bladi.net/saisie-alcool-contrebande-tanger,88005.html
https://urgente24.com/actualidad/la-afip-se-pone-firme-los-evasores-del-campo-n529683
https://news.agrofy.com.ar/noticia/196614/misiones-realizan-15-allanamientos-y-detienen-siete-personas-contrabando-granos-y
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/economia/campo/desbarataron-una-banda-que-contrabandeaba-granos-a-brasil-nid08112021/
https://www.primeraedicion.com.ar/nota/100518738/la-psa-secuestro-250-toneladas-de-soja-acopiadas-para-contrabando/
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/380272-misiones-secuestran-210-toneladas-de-soja-de-contrabando
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/380272-misiones-secuestran-210-toneladas-de-soja-de-contrabando
https://correodelsur.com/seguridad/20211115_decomisan-arroz-y-azucar-de-contrabando.html
https://www.ellitoral.com.ar/corrientes/2021-11-27-1-45-0-la-afip-freno-el-contrabando-de-915-toneladas-de-maiz
https://www.lesoirdalgerie.com/regions/178-4-quintaux-de-ble-tendre-destines-a-la-contrebande-saisis-a-yellel-70586
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-seals-food-point-after-recovering-expired-1401806.html
https://www.bullfrag.com/the-civil-guard-intervenes-4000-liters-of-oil-to-three-accused-of-fraud-in-mallorca/
https://www.diariodeibiza.es/pitiuses-balears/2021/11/16/tres-detenidos-fraude-venta-aceite-59593863.html
https://www.noticiasaominuto.com/mundo/1875598/tres-detidos-em-maiorca-por-fraude-apos-venda-de-azeite-falso
https://punchng.com/customs-seize-n390m-smuggled-cars-rice-others/
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202111/18/P2021111800586.htm
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meat products 

 

Documents 

   

The Brazilian Federal Police, the Federal Public Ministry and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Supply, in the context of the Operation “Xaropel”, discovered that a company 
fraudulently sold tens of tons of sugar syrup as honey. 
Gov.br   Gov.br  Odocumento Mpf Otempo  

 
Brazil 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 

Counterfeit 

   

In the context of Operation Hypo, the Brazilian authorities discovered a clandestine 
slaughterhouse where horsemeat was sold as ground beef meat (without invoices) to 
restaurants in the Caxias do Sul region. Apparently, 800 kg of horsemeat were distributed per 
week by the criminals. 
O Liberal  Food Safety News ZeroUno TV CNN   

 
Brazil 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 

Mislabelling 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

   

Five people have been arrested in Armenia for smuggling 3 200 bottles of liquor without 
authorisation and not compliant with the health requirements. 
Cronica del Quindio  

 
Armenia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Documents 

   

The Bogotá authorities seized 1 320 litres of alcoholic products (e.g. beers, sabajones, wines) 
with adulterated labels or packaging. 
RCN Radio   
  

 
Colombia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

Wine 

 

Mislabelling 

   
The Colombian authorities discovered in Barranquilla a clandestine slaughterhouse where 
donkeys and horses were kept in poor conditions and illegally slaughtered.  
El Tiempo   
 

 
Colombia 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 

Mislabelling 

Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal 

   
The Indian authorities have discovered three edible oil traders blending low-quality rice bran 
oil with unauthorised dyes and chemicals, labelling the product as mustard oil. 185 counterfeit 
mustard oil cans have been seized as well. 
The Times of India  

 
India 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Counterfeit 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   
The Indian authorities seized 15 tons of rice smuggled during three operations in different 
places across the country. 
Times of India   

 
India 

 
Cereals and bakery 
products 

 

Documents 

 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.gov.br/pf/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2021/11/pf-mpf-e-mapa-combatem-fraude-na-producao-de-mel
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/operacao-conjunta-apreende-25-toneladas-de-mel-com-suspeita-de-fraude-em-minas-gerais
https://odocumento.com.br/pf-mpf-e-mapa-combatem-fraude-na-producao-de-mel/
http://www.mpf.mp.br/mg/sala-de-imprensa/noticias-mg/mpf-pf-e-mapa-realizam-operacao-contra-fraudes-na-producao-e-comercializacao-de-mel-em-campestre-mg
https://www.otempo.com.br/cidades/operacao-desmantela-fabricas-de-producao-de-mel-falso-no-sul-de-minas-1.2571471
https://www.oliberal.com/brasil/bifes-de-carne-de-cavalo-eram-vendidas-como-carne-de-gado-para-hamburguerias-1.461250
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/11/brazilian-authorities-uncover-group-selling-horse-meat-to-restaurants/#more-209502
https://www.zerounotv.it/carne-di-cavallo-venduta-ai-ristoranti-come-manzo-per-hamburger-maxi-sequestro-in-brasile/
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/11/19/americas/brazil-horse-meat-gang-intl-hnk-scli/index.html
https://cronicadelquindio.com/noticias/judicial/incautaron-3200-botellas-de-licor-adulterado
https://www.rcnradio.com/bogota/5000-kilos-de-alimentos-y-bebidas-embriagantes-en-malas-condiciones-fueron-decomisados-en
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/barranquilla/barranquilla-desmantelan-matadero-donde-sacrificaban-burros-y-caballos-635148
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/185-spurious-mustard-oil-cans-seized-in-burrabazar/articleshow/87938067.cmshttps:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/185-spurious-mustard-oil-cans-seized-in-burrabazar/articleshow/87938067.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/smuggled-ration-rice-seized-from-3-places/articleshow/87918433.cms
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Paper on food fraud in exports from South- East Asia Nations 
 

South-East Asia 

An article analyses exports from South-East Asian countries affected by food fraud, over a 

period of 20 years. 

Plos One   

 

Food 

   

New FDA webpage on food fraud 
 

USA 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has updated the webpage dedicated to the 

Economically Motivated Adulteration (EMA). 

Food Safety Tech  FDA    

 
Food 

   

UK Guidance on seafood 
 

UK 

The Government of the United Kingdom has updated the Guidance document on how to 

trace, weigh and distribute fish products. 

Gov.uk    

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

 

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre 

 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©zcy– stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White – stock.adobe.com 
©UBE – stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio – stock.adobe.com 
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