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The Italian authorities seized 2 000 cans (900 kilograms) of beans missing the proper 

traceability documentation. 

Il giornale di Salerno 03/11/2020 

 

 
Italy 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Missing documents 

   

The Italian authorities seized 10 tons of honey and 25 000 litres of olive oil lacking 

the required traceability documentation, and 33 000 litres of wine produced without 

any authorisation. 

Salute Gov 05/11/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Fats and oils 

Honey and royal jelly 

Wine 

 
Missing documents 

   

The Indian authorities discovered a criminal network artificially ripening 1.2 tons of 

bananas by spraying ethepon. In another operation, 2.1 tons of adulterated jaggery (a 

traditional cane sugar) were seized because it was adulterated. The authorities also 

seized additional products used for adulteration such as 600 kg of white sugar, 20 kg 

of super phosphate, 25 kg of potash, and 25 kg of sodium bicarbonate.  

The Hindu 05/11/2020 

 
India 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The police has dismantled a criminal organisation producing and selling fake spices 

mostly to hotels. Labels were counterfeited as well. 

Standard Media 08/11/2020 

 

 
Kenya 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Forgery 

Mislabelling 

   

The Indian authorities discovered a criminal network producing chili and turmeric 
powder adulterated by mixing chemicals and harmful products. The authorities seized 
a total amount of 2 500 kg of chili powder, 4 600 kg of turmeric powder, 200 kg of 
coriander powder, and 112 kg of cumin powder. 
Odisha TV 11/11/2020 
The New Indian Express 14/11/2020 
Sambad 14/11/2020 

 
India 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Forgery 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.ilgiornaledisalerno.it/san-marzano-sul-sarno-requisiti-900-chili-di-fagioli-in-scatola-senza-tracciabilita/
http://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=2057
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/artificially-ripened-bananas-seized/article33032762.ece
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/rift-valley/article/2001393098/police-warn-residents-of-fake-sauces-as-two-arrested
https://odishatv.in/odisha-news/adulterated-spice-processing-unit-busted-in-cuttack-malgodown-492690
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/nov/14/malgodown-a-hub-for-spice-adulteration-6-units-busted-2223503.html
https://sambadenglish.com/odisha-another-fake-spices-manufacturing-unit-busted-in-cuttack/


 

  November 2020 – JRC Food Fraud Monthly Report  2/6    

©
 E

u
ro

pe
a
n 

U
ni

on
, 2

0
2

0
 

The Cuban Consumer Protection Police (Decon) seized 3 800 bottles of olive oil 

fraudulently mislabelled as extra virgin olive oil.   

A Gazeta 12/11/2020 

 
Cuba 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Mislabelling 

   

The Indian authorities discovered 553 kg of khowa (a typical Indian dairy product) and 

milk powder adulterated with harmful chemicals. 

Times of India 13/11/2020 

 
India 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   
The Italian Coast Guard seized 7 tons of mackerels expired in 2015. 

La Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno 13/11/2020  
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   
The Pakistan authorities seized 2 000 litres of adulterated milk. 

Urdu Point 13/11/2020 

Nation 16/11/2020 

In a second operation, 5 000 litres of milk were destroyed because they were mixed 

with water. 

Urdu Point 21/11/2020 

In a third operation, the Punjab Food Authority (PFA) destroyed almost 80 00 litres of 

milk contaminated with urea or adulterated with water. 

Urdu Point 28/11/2020 

 
Pakistan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal in 
product 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   

The Italian authorities seized 1 800 smuggled bottles of alcoholic products (rum and 
vodka) and beers, together with 9 tons of cereals, rice, maize, spices, potatoes, 
legumes and vegetables in low hygienic conditions (even expired or rotten) and 
destined to the black market (probably to ethnic restaurants) all over the national 
territory. Food was mislabelled as “Produced in Peru” as well. 
Il giornale confidenziale 16/11/2020 
Zazoom 16/11/2020 
Winemag 16/11/2020 
Il Messaggero 16/11/2020 
Corriere di Como 16/11/2020 
Fanpage 16/11/2020 
Il Giorno 17/11/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Alcoholic beverages 
Cereals and bakery 
products 
Herbs and spices 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Missing documents 
Mislabelling 

   
The Jordan Food and Drug Administration (JFDA) seized 13 tons of dairy products 
produced from milk powder, but mislabelled as produced from fresh milk. 
Petra Gov 16/11/2020 

 
Jordan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Mislabelling 

   
The Consumer Protection Police (Decon) discovered a criminal organisation, involving 
nine companies, selling soybean oil as extra virgin olive oil. In the operation, more 
than 3 000 bottles were seized. 
Gov Br Jornal do Comercio 17/11/2020 
Agrodigital  A Gazeta 19/11/2020 
G1 Globo 20/11/2020   A Gazeta 23/11/2020 

 
Brazil 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Forgery 

https://www.agazeta.com.br/es/economia/cubano-e-preso-por-azeite-pirata-e-fraude-de-r-20-milhoes-em-icms-no-es-1120
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/553kg-of-adulterated-khowa-seized/articleshow/79203413.cms
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/bari/1260725/bari-sequestrate-7-tonnellate-di-sgombri-provenienti-dalla-sicilia-il-pesce-era-scaduto-nel-2015.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/agriculture/pfa-disposes-off-2000-litres-adulterated-milk-1084843.html
https://nation.com.pk/14-Nov-2020/pfa-disposes-off-2-000-litres-adulterated-milk
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/rs-50-000-fine-imposes-on-selling-adulterat-1092425.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-of-79630-liter-chemically-conta-1098479.html
https://giornaleconfidenziale.it/2020/11/16/montagne-di-cibo-scaduto-a-cologno-monzese-sequestri-gdf-libero-quotidiano/
https://www.zazoom.it/2020-11-16/latinos-evadevano-laccisa-sequestrate-1-800-bottiglie-di-superalcolici-e-birra-video/7585107/
https://www.winemag.it/latinos-evadevano-l-accisa-sequestrate-1-800-bottiglie-di-superalcolici-e-birra/
https://www.ilmessaggero.it/italia/milano_cibi_etnici_vermi_insetti_ultima_ora_16_novembre_2020-5588961.html
https://www.corrieredicomo.it/sequestrate-a-cologno-9-tonnellate-di-merce-indagine-scattata-dopo-una-verifica-nel-comasco/
https://www.fanpage.it/milano/cologno-monzese-cibo-scaduto-con-vermi-e-insetti-sequestrate-9-tonnellate-di-cereali-riso-mais-spezie-patate-e-legumi/
https://www.ilgiorno.it/como/cronaca/maxi-sequestro-di-cibo-contaminato-1.5721668
https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=30019&lang=en&name=en_news
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mapa-proibe-comercializacao-de-nove-marcas-de-azeite-de-oliva
https://www.jornaldocomercio.com/_conteudo/economia/2020/11/766334-ministerio-da-agricultura-proibe-venda-de-nove-marcas-de-azeite.html
https://www.agrodigital.com/2020/11/19/brasil-retira-9-marcas-de-aceite-de-oliva-del-mercado-por-fraude/
https://www.agazeta.com.br/es/economia/supermercados-do-es-dizem-que-nao-comercializam-marcas-de-azeite-pirata-1120
https://g1.globo.com/ac/acre/noticia/2020/11/20/no-acre-procon-deve-fiscalizar-estabelecimentos-para-evitar-venda-de-azeite-adulterado.ghtml
https://www.agazeta.com.br/es/economia/cinco-formas-de-descobrir-se-um-azeite-e-puro-ou-pirata-1120
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The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety Authority seized 800 kg of tea packs 
adulterated with non-authorised food colours and other ingredients. 
Urdu Point 18/11/2020 
In another operation, the Pakistan authorities seized additional 4 200 kg of 
adulterated tea bags. 
Urdu Point 19/11/2020 

 
Pakistan 

 
Non-alcoholic 

beverages 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Brazilian authorities seized 60 tons of products in two supermarkets in São 
Benedito, because the real weight of the content was less than claimed on the 
package label, deceiving consumers. 
G1 Globo 20/11/2020 

 
Brazil 

 
Food 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Following some analyses carried out with Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) in 
Germany, it seems that 10 out of 13 (77%) honey samples on UK supermarkets are 
adulterated with cheap sugar syrups made from rice and corn. 
Daily Mail 21/11/2020 
News 24 22/11/2020 
The Courier UK 24/11/2020 
The Press and Journal 24/11/2020 

 
UK 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal in 

product 

   

The Italian authorities, seized 4 250 kg of mussels, lacking any traceability 
documentation, at the border between Italy and Slovenia. 
Il Friuli 22/11/2020 

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 

products thereof 

 
Missing documents 

   

A recent paper published on Scientific Reports highlights that 33% of Peruvian 
seafood is mislabelled because of economic reasons or lack of terminology 
knowledge, and 30% of samples contained threatened and protected species. 
Scientific Reports 23/11/2020  

 
Peru 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 
Mislabelling 

   

   
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety Authority seized 1 600 kg of gur (a traditional 
non-centrifugal cane sugar) produced with substandard sugars and colours. 
Urdu Point 23/11/2020 
 

 
Pakistan 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

   
   
   

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/800-kg-adulterated-tea-packs-seized-factory-1089141.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/4200-kg-fake-tea-bags-seized-three-arrested-1090179.html
https://g1.globo.com/ce/ceara/noticia/2020/11/20/cinco-pessoas-sao-presas-suspeitas-de-comercializar-produtos-com-o-peso-abaixo-do-indicado-na-embalagem.ghtml
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8973415/Supermarket-scandal-sees-honey-bulked-cheap-sugar-syrups.html?ito=amp_twitter_share-top
https://news-24.fr/le-scandale-des-supermarches-voit-le-miel-gonfle-avec-des-sirops-de-sucre-bon-marche/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/lifestyle/food-drink/1753306/whats-in-your-honey-beekeepers-question-low-pricing-amid-claims-some-products-are-being-bulked-out-with-syrup/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/lifestyle/food-and-drink/2674861/whats-in-your-honey-beekeepers-question-low-pricing-amid-claims-some-products-are-being-bulked-out-with-syrup/
https://www.ilfriuli.it/articolo/cronaca/maxi-sequestro-di-cozze-a-rabuiese/2/231671
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-77338-x
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/food-authority-seizes-1600-kg-substandard-gur-1094154.html
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The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety Authority seized: 1 200 kg of unhealthy 
cherries, adulterated with non-food colours and other hazardous preservative 
chemicals; 350 kg of substandard spices; 1 000 kg of substandard ghee; and 2 00 
litres of adulterated milk. 
Pakistan Today 20/11/2020 

 
Pakistan 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

Herbs and spices 

Milk and milk products 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

According to the 2019 Food Monitoring Report from Germany, 13% of oregano 
samples were adulterated with olive leaves, and 20% contained plant-based foreign 
components (e.g. wood parts). 
IDW Online 24/11/2020 
BVL 24/11/2020 
Frucht Portal 26/11/2020 
 

 
Germany 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal in 

product 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Indian police discovered a plant manufacturing hundreds of kilograms of fake 
protein powder, mislabelled as produced by top USA or EU companies. The 
supplements contained e.g. steroids, testosterone and androsterone, which are 
globally banned.  
Mumbai Mirror 24/11/2020 

 
India 

 
Dietetic foods, food 

supplements, fortified 

foods 

 
Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

Mislabelling 

 

04/11/2020 – JRC food fraud activities presented on Euronews ‘Futuris’ 
 

EU 

Euronews reported on the activities of the JRC Unit in charge of food fraud in the 

context of fraud in the spices sector. 

Euronews EN - FR - ES – DE – IT - PT 

 

Herbs and spices 

   

08/11/2020 – National campaign against olive oil adulteration 
 

Jordan 

Various Jordan authorities have launched the annual campaign, called this year 

“Check Your Oil Before it Enters Your Home”, to inform citizens about olive oil 

adulteration. 

The Jordan Times 

Zawya 

 
Fats and oils 

   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Other interesting articles 

https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2020/11/20/kp-govt-intensifies-action-against-food-adulterators/
https://idw-online.de/de/news758508
https://www.bvl.bund.de/DE/Arbeitsbereiche/01_Lebensmittel/01_Aufgaben/02_AmtlicheLebensmittelueberwachung/04_Monitoring/lm_monitoring_node.html
https://www.fruchtportal.de/artikel/bvl-stellt-ergebnisse-der-lebensmittelberwachung-2019-vor/046882
https://mumbaimirror.indiatimes.com/news/india/gang-selling-fake-protein-supplement-with-labels-of-top-us-and-european-brands-caught-three-arrested/articleshow/79386674.cms
https://www.euronews.com/2020/11/02/preventing-food-fraud-europe-s-battle-against-the-spice-pirates
https://fr.euronews.com/2020/11/02/des-scientifiques-europeens-controlent-la-qualite-de-nos-epices
https://es.euronews.com/2020/11/02/lucha-contra-la-adulteracion-y-falsificacion-de-especias
https://de.euronews.com/2020/11/02/eu-jagt-gewurz-betruger-mit-hightech-methoden
https://it.euronews.com/2020/11/02/le-spezie-facile-preda-dei-contraffattori
https://pt.euronews.com/2020/11/02/tecnologia-ajuda-a-combater-fraude-alimentar-na-ue
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/campaign-against-olive-oil-adulteration-launched
https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/legal/story/Campaign_against_olive_oil_adulteration_launched_in_Jordan-SNG_189354241/
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11/11/2020 – Criminal activities in the fisheries sector, according to Nature 
 

World 

The scientific journal Nature has analysed and summarised the current state of 

knowledge on organised crime (e.g. fraud, drug trafficking and forced labour) in the 

fisheries sector. 

Nature 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and 

products thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

   

11/11/2020 – Sand added to fish meal in Kenya 
 

Kenya 

According to the FeedTechKenya consortium (comprising Kenyan and Dutch 

partners), middlemen from Lake Victoria to Nairobi adulterate fish meal by adding 

sand up to 50% of the original weight.  

Agroberichten Buitenland 

 
Compound feeds 

   

16/11/2020 – Seafood mislabelling negatively impacts on marine sustainability, 

PNAS says  
USA 

A recent article on the journal PNAS highlights that seafood mislabelling in USA has 

strong impact on marine populations. For example, 60% of mislabelling cases affect 

wild caught products. The authors close the article by providing opportunities and 

suggestions to tackle seafood frauds.  

PNAS 

EurekAlert! 

Qnewshub 

Technology Networks  

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and 

products thereof 

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

   

22/11/2020 – 2019 report on food controls in Catalonia 
 

Spain 

The Catalonian authorities published their 2019 report as regards official controls on 
food quality and food fraud. Examples of food frauds include mislabelling, 
adulteration and unapproved processes.  
Food Safety News  

 
Food 

   

27/11/2020 – A documentary investigates frauds in origin labelling 
 

Spain 

A Spanish journalist investigates the frauds in origin labelling of beans produced in 
Morocco, but mislabelled as Spanish ones. 
La Sexta 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2913-5
https://www.agroberichtenbuitenland.nl/actueel/nieuws/2020/11/11/market-study-with-insights-into-commercial-and-home-mix-animal-feed-sectors-in-kenya
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/11/10/2003741117
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-11/acs-smi111220.php
https://qnewshub.com/science/seafood-mislabeling-is-having-negative-impacts-on-the-marine-environment/
https://www-technologynetworks-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/www.technologynetworks.com/applied-sciences/news/amp/marine-environment-is-suffering-as-a-consequence-of-seafood-mislabelling-342904?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQFKAGwASA%3D#origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&prerenderSize=1&visibilityState=prerender&paddingTop=32&p2r=0&csi=1&aoh=16056370137011&viewerUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Famp%2Fs%2Fwww.technologynetworks.com%2Fapplied-sciences%2Fnews%2Famp%2Fmarine-environment-is-suffering-as-a-consequence-of-seafood-mislabelling-342904&history=1&storage=1&cid=1&cap=navigateTo%2Ccid%2CfullReplaceHistory%2Cfragment%2CreplaceUrl%2CiframeScroll
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/11/report-on-food-controls-in-catalonia-details-non-compliances/
https://www.lasexta.com/programas/te-lo-vas-a-comer/judias-marroquies-vendidas-como-espanolas-asi-funciona-el-fraude-del-reetiquetado-de-alimentos_202011265fc0222dc3a063000161a86d.html
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in 
a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the 
validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an 
official position of the European Commission. 

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 

Joint Research Centre 
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In case you would like to receive a notification whenever our new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre 
for Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please give us your consent to be inserted in our distribution list by writing to our 
functional mail box: JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu. For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P 
feedback form. 

 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
mailto:JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu?subject=Request%20for%20subscription%20to%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20report&body=Dear%20KC-FFQ%2C%0A%0AI%20give%20you%20my%20consent%20to%20store%20my%20personal%20data%20in%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20Report%20managed%20by%20KC-FFQ.%20%0A%0AMy%20name%20is%3A%0A%0AI%20work%20for%3A%20%0A%0AMy%20interests%20are%20in%20the%20field%20of%3A%20%0A%0AKind%20regards%2C%0A
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

