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Food Fraud Cases
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Within the context of the “Operation Bacchus”, the Moroccan authorities (DGSN) seized 1.2
million bottles of wine, closed 87 establishments and arrested at least 45 people. The wine
was adulterated, imported illegally, expired or unlabelled, and could have endangered
consumer health.

Telquel 28/09/2020
En News 24 28/09/2020

The Italian Coast Guard seized 600 kg of fish products not complying with hygiene
requirements and lacking the required traceability documentation.

Geos News 24 01/10/2020

Sicilia News 24 01/10/2020

Two companies from Bangladesh have been fined for food fraud. The authorities have
destroyed 5 tonnes of noodles adulterated with expired food colours and flavours, and 2
tonnes of counterfeited ghee.

The Daily Star 03/10/2020

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Authority seized 3 tonnes of substandard spices adulterated
with hay, hazardous colours and other unhealthy materials, potentially comprising consumer
health.

Urdu Point 05/10/2020
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https://telquel.ma/2020/09/28/417-operations-plus-dun-million-de-bouteilles-dalcool-saisies-arrestations-de-barons-ce-quil-faut-savoir-sur-loperation-bacchus-de-la-dgsn_1697154
https://www.en24news.com/2020/09/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-bacchus-operation-of-the-dgsn.html
https://it.geosnews.com/p/it/sicilia/gela-sequestrati-sei-quintali-di-pesce-scattano-le-multe_31074434
https://sicilianews24.it/gela-sequestrati-sei-quintali-di-pesce-scattano-le-multe-622621.html
https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/food-adulteration-meridian-and-bsp-foods-fined-tk-43-lakh-ctg-1971833
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/3000-inferior-spices-seized-two-arrested-1047786.html
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The Italian authorities seized 60 000 litres of wine (mostly Cabernet and Merlot) and 100
litres of vinegar missing any traceability documentation, for a total amount of 350 000 euros.
According to the law, vinegar cannot even be stored together with wine.

Repubblica 07/10/2020

In Argentina, the authorities and a NGO discovered an illegal 750-hectare “horror farm”, where
apparently stolen horses were kept until being illegally slaughtered and either sent for export
or consumed illegally inside the country. Five hundred injured and malnourished horses were
kept together with corpses or bones. Last year a similar case was discovered as well.

Clarin 07/10/2020 [Sensitive pictures inside the article]

Diario26 08/10/2020 [Sensitive pictures inside the article]

A joint operation from the Civil Guard and the Xunta Coast Guard Service lead to the seizure of
6 tons of sardines lacking the required traceability documentation.

La Voz de Galicia 08/10/2020

Colombian authorities are investigating two dairy companies adulterating cow milk with whey.
Occidente 08/10/2020

In Turin, the Italian authorities seized 7 tons of food products mislabelled as “Made in Italy”
but actually imported from Africa. In addition, vast amounts of crustaceans were supposed to
be grinded and fraudulently sold as fish derivatives. Hygienic conditions were simply non-
existent.

ANSA 09/10/2020

Ambiente & Ambienti 05/10/2020

Torino Oggi 09/10/2020

Sky TG24 09/10/2020

The Italian Coast Guard, within the context of the operation “Cephalopoda’, seized almost 1
700 kg of seafood products, mostly mislabelled or missing the required traceability
documentation, for a total amount of around 34 000 euros.

Il Centro 09/10/2020
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https://bologna.repubblica.it/cronaca/2020/10/07/news/nas_bologna_vino-269770669/?rss
https://www.clarin.com/zonales/campo-horror-encontraron-500-caballos-desnutridos-heridos-muertos-terreno-esteban-echeverria_0_gEac21_kS.html
https://www.diario26.com/290593--encontraron-500-caballos-desnutridos-y-muertos-en-un-campo
https://www.lavozdegalicia.es/noticia/pontevedra/pontevedra/2020/10/08/intervenidas-seis-toneladas-sardinas-descargadas-puerto-portonovo/00031602164411819423862.htm
https://occidente.co/regionales/valle-del-cauca/investigan-falsificacion-de-leche-en-el-valle/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=investigan-falsificacion-de-leche-en-el-valle
https://www.ansa.it/piemonte/notizie/2020/10/09/alimentare-falso-made-in-italy-sequestri-per-7-tonnellate_4c1ec507-5cd9-4a1c-a36c-c237671daa1f.html
https://www.ambienteambienti.com/frode-commerciale-sequestrate-7-tonnellate-di-prodotti-alimentari-e-igienico-sanitari/
https://www.torinoggi.it/2020/10/09/leggi-notizia/argomenti/cronaca-11/articolo/pesce-confezionato-in-una-toilette-saponette-e-farine-sconosciute-sequestrate-7-tonnellate-di-prod.html
https://tg24.sky.it/torino/2020/10/09/alimenti-falso-made-in-italy-torino
https://www.ilcentro.it/pescara/guardia-costiera-sequestra-1-674-chili-di-prodotti-ittici-sanzioni-per-34mila-euro-1.2509398
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The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) destroyed almost 2.5 tons of milk diluted with water and/ or
adulterated with chemicals.

The News 12/10/2020

In another operation, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal Food Authority destroyed
2 000 litres of milk adulterated with chemicals and water.

The News 17/10/2020

The Italian authorities seized 3.5 tons of frozen meat, 7 tons of truffle products, and honey
lacking any traceability or origin documentation.
Abruzzo Web 13/10/2020

The Italian authorities arrested two persons who mislabelled and sold common wine from
Sicily as a prestigious Geographical Indication from Tuscany. The bottles were imported from
Turkey whereas labels, corks, wooden boxes and papers were produced in Bulgaria. Each
month the criminal organisation was falsifying 4 200 bottles of wine, for a total monthly
turnover of 400 000 euros. Falsified bottles were 70% cheaper than the original Geographical
Indication.
[talia a tavola
14/10/2020
The Guardian 15/10/2020
IL Cittadino 16/10/2020
Wine-searcher 15/10/2020

Aaricultura Gazzetta del Sud GoNews Il Sole 24 Ore

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal Authority seized 700 kg of tea adulterated
with non-food grade colouring, representing a potential hazard for consumer health.
Securing Industry 14/10/2020

A US-Brazil NGO uncovered frauds in the beef and dairy sectors, as cows were fraudulently
mislabelled as organic, although they were subjects to clear abuses in terms of animal
welfare. Organic meat prices are substantially higher than conventional ones.

The Guardian 15/10/2020

The Spanish Civil Guard seized 45 000 conventional eggs (5 000 tons) fraudulently
mislabelled as organic.
RTVE 16/10/2020
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https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/728084-2-470-litre-adulterated-milk-destroyed
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/730317-2-000-litre-contaminated-milk-discarded-in-peshawar
https://abruzzoweb.it/controlli-agroalimentari-sequestri-e-sanzioni-ad-azienda-di-sulmona/
https://www.italiaatavola.net/tendenze-mercato/sequestri-frodi/2020/10/14/vino-falso-bolgheri-sassicaia-doc-blitz-della-finanza-due-arresti/70467/
https://www.agricultura.it/2020/10/14/frode-internazionale-vino-siciliano-venduto-come-doc-bolgheri-sassicaia-gdf-firenze-sgomina-banda/
https://sicilia.gazzettadelsud.it/articoli/cronaca/2020/10/14/vendevano-bottiglie-di-sassicaia-ma-il-vino-era-siciliano-undici-indagati-e-due-arresti-dd175e30-4d87-4d08-aa1d-f232f5fdd068/?utm_source=immediafeed&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=hp_sicilia
https://www.gonews.it/2020/10/14/falso-vino-sassicaia-doc-empoli/
https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/falso-sassicaia-2-milioni-euro-sgominata-banda-toscana-e-lombardia-ADPoA3v?refresh_ce=1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/15/italy-police-seize-bottles-counterfeit-super-tuscan-wine-bolgheri-sassicaia
https://www.ilcittadinomb.it/stories/Cronaca/le-fiamme-gialle-sventano-una-maxi-frode-sul-pregiato-vino-sassicaia-il-grazie_1373971_11/
https://www.wine-searcher.com/m/2020/10/italian-police-smash-fake-wine-ring
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/fake-tea-laced-with-dye-seized-in-pakistan/s104/a12439/#.X4q4DudS_ac
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/oct/15/alleged-animal-abuse-in-us-dairy-sector-under-investigation
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20201016/fraude-huevos-camperos-ecologicos/2045815.shtml
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The Indian Food Safety Department seized 13.8 tons of jaggery (an unrefined sugar product)
adulterated with refined sugar.
The Hindu 19/10/2020

Researchers at the Institute for Global Food Security (IGFS) discovered that at least 25% of
sage samples were adulterated with olive leaves and/or leaves from other trees, with the level
of bulking ranging from 29% to 58%. Apparently, no safety risks were recorded for consumers.
New Food Magazine 21/10/2020

Queen’s University Belfast — News 21/10/2020

Indian EducationDiary 21/10/2020

Securing Industry 22/10/2020

Food Navigator 23/10/2020

Green Me 27/10/2020

New Food Magazine 30/10/2020

The ltalian authorities seized 5 000 eggs where the expiry date and the lot numbers were
falsified. According to the EU legislation, the expiry date cannot exceed the 28" day after
laying.

Stretto web 21/10/2020

Il Salvagente 21/10/2020

The ltalian authorities seized 18.5 tons of mushrooms, valued 39 000 euros, imported from
outside the European Union but missing any traceability documentation.
Il Fatto Alimentare 25/10/2020

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal Authority seized 700 kg of herbs and spices
adulterated with sawdust and other hazardous chemicals.
Urdu Point 25/10/2020

During the month of October, eighty people have died in Turkey because of bootleg alcohol.
According to the Ministry, the counterfeited alcohol was produced from surface cleaners and
products containing high levels of methanol, which may cause permanent blindness or death
once consumed.

Hurryet Daily News 25/10/2020
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/13-tonnes-of-adulterated-jaggery-seized/article32895686.ece
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/122025/herb-adulteration/
https://www.qub.ac.uk/Research/GRI/TheInstituteforGlobalFoodSecurity/institute-for-global-security-news/PopularherbSagefoundtobeheavilyadulteratedinQueensUniversityBelfaststudy.html
https://www.qub.ac.uk/News/Allnews/PopularherbSagefoundtobeheavilyadulteratedinQueensUniversityBelfaststudy.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organic_social&utm_term=&utm_content=sage_fraud&utm_campaign=comms2020
https://indiaeducationdiary.in/popular-herb-sage-found-to-be-heavily-adulterated-in-queens-university-belfast-study/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/forget-oregano-sage-is-the-new-herb-fraud-hotspot/s104/a12478/#.X5Ghr-dS_ad
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/10/23/How-safe-is-your-sage-Study-uncovers-high-levels-of-adulteration?utm_content=143850549&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-719976168594780165
https://www.greenme.it/mangiare/altri-alimenti/frode-alimentare-salvia-essiccata-adulterata/
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/123098/sage/
http://www.strettoweb.com/2020/10/sicilia-rac-messina-sequestra-5mila-uova-falsificata-data-scadenza/1075405/
https://ilsalvagente.it/2020/10/21/93977/
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/nas-chiusura-azienda-olearia-frantoio.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/food-authority-seals-spices-factory-arrest-o-1070843.html
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/death-toll-from-bootleg-alcohol-rises-to-80-across-turkey-159430

Other interesting articles
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06/10/2020 - 2019 Report from Finland about food fraud and safety

The Finnish Food Authority (Ruokavirasto) has published the 2019 report on food fraud and
safety. Examples include: illegal labelling of eggs, incorrect naming of meat products,
misleading marketing and date markings, origin mislabelling on berries.
Elintarviketurvallisuus Suomessa 2019

Food Safety News

07/10/2020 - 2019 Report from Ireland about food fraud and safety

The Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) has published the 2019 report on food fraud and
safety. Examples include: equines slaughtered illegally, alcohol, meat, dairy and fish.

2019 FSAI Annual Report

Food Safety News

07/10/2020 - A South African perspective on food fraud

A South African food fraud expert provides his views on food fraud and possible impacts in
his country.
Daily Maverick

14/10/2020 - Cheeses and yogurts affected by false labels, Ministry says

The Mexican government decided to partially prohibit the sale of cheeses and other dairy
products in self-services store, because of ravaging misleading information, possible
adulteration with chemicals and consequent deception of consumers.
El Financiero El Economista Tiempo Xeu Quadratin
Lopez-Doriga Milenio MVS Noticias AM

El Financiero

20/10/2020 - Food fraud raises concerns in most consumers

According to a recent poll by Mérieux NutriSciences and bioMérieux, 61% of Americans are
worried about food fraud. Food fraud is also the second most rated concern for consumers in
France and India.

Food Safety News

20/10/2020 - Depleted milk thistle ongoing problem, according to the Adulterants Bulletin

According to the Botanical Adulterants Bulletin, there are concrete risks that the active
substances (e.g. silymarin) are removed from milk thistle before being sold to consumers.
American Botanical Council

Nutra Ingredients
27/10/2020 - Food Fraud in UK: the perspective of an expert
A recent article highlights current challenges and possible future developments as regards

the food fraud situation in UK.
Food Service Footprint

30/10/2020 - Cuba defines food frauds

The Cuban authorities have approved a new Decree establishing definitions and sanctions in
case of food frauds. Food fraud occurs in case of: 1) mixing or dilution with other liquids; 2)
replacement of ingredients with something different or equal ingredients of lower value; 3)
labelling with false claims; 4) addition of substances not required or not approved to improve
or mask its taste, odour or other qualities; 5) copy of a brand name, a product or a process.
Cibercuba Radio Reloj Granma Juventud Rebelde
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https://www.ruokavirasto.fi/globalassets/tietoa-meista/julkaisut/julkaisusarjat/julkaisuja/julkaisuja_2_2020_elintarviketurvallisuus_suomessa_2019.pdf
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/10/finland-records-fewer-outbreaks-and-people-sick-in-2019/
https://www.fsai.ie/2019_FSAI_AnnualReport/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/10/fsai-reviews-2019-work-on-food-safety-and-fraud/#more-197848
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2020-10-07-how-food-fraud-endangers-public-health/
https://www.elfinanciero.com.mx/empresas/ip-senala-imprecisiones-y-errores-en-la-suspension-de-la-venta-de-algunos-quesos-y-yogures
https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/opinion/Productos-enganosos-prohibicion-20201015-0006.html
http://www.tiempo.com.mx/noticia/amlo_rueda_de_prensa_prohibicion_de_quesos_2020/
https://www.xeu.mx/nota.cfm?id=1125857
https://jalisco.quadratin.com.mx/politica/compara-presidente-drogas-con-alimentos-alterados-por-polemica-de-quesos/
https://www.elfinanciero.com.mx/empresas/hay-mucho-fraude-en-la-elaboracion-de-los-quesos-dice-lopez-obrador-sobre-prohibicion-de-venta
https://lopezdoriga.com/nacional/tenemos-que-cuidar-la-salud-del-pueblo-amlo-sobre-que-prohibir-quesos-y-yogurts-que-no-cumplen-normas/
https://www.milenio.com/politica/amlo-temas-conferencia-mananera-15-octubre-2020
https://mvsnoticias.com/noticias/nacionales/hay-mucho-fraude-amlo-sobre-productos-lacteos-prohibidos/
https://www.am.com.mx/noticias/AMLO-asegura-que-hay-mucho-fraude-en-la-elaboracion-de-quesos-20201016-0008.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/10/chemicals-in-food-are-a-main-safety-concern-for-majority-of-americans/#more-198209
http://cms.herbalgram.org/BAP/BAB/MilkThistleAdulteration.html?ts=1603449179&signature=cc89a0f2f205c26e099c13c5a77d7238
https://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Article/2020/10/20/Adulterants-Bulletin-highlights-ongoing-problem-of-depleted-Milk-Thistle-material
https://www.foodservicefootprint.com/is-fraudulent-food-back-on-the-menu/
https://www.cibercuba.com/noticias/2020-10-31-u207888-e207888-s27061-cuba-aplicara-sanciones-fraude-alimentario
http://www.radioreloj.cu/noticias-radio-reloj/nacionales/cuba-apuesta-por-alimentos-saludables-e-inocuos/
http://www.granma.cu/cuba/2020-10-30/como-se-vela-por-el-derecho-de-los-consumidores-a-acceder-a-alimentos-saludables-30-10-2020-00-10-03
http://www.juventudrebelde.cu/cuba/2020-10-29/la-inocuidad-alimentaria-no-es-un-lujo-es-un-derecho
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in
a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the
validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an
official position of the European Commission.
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In case you would like to receive a notification whenever our new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre
for Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please give us your consent to be inserted in our distribution list by writing to our
functional mail box: JRC-EU-KC-FFQ®ec.europa.eu. For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P

feedback form.
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https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
mailto:JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu?subject=Request%20for%20subscription%20to%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20report&body=Dear%20KC-FFQ%2C%0A%0AI%20give%20you%20my%20consent%20to%20store%20my%20personal%20data%20in%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20Report%20managed%20by%20KC-FFQ.%20%0A%0AMy%20name%20is%3A%0A%0AI%20work%20for%3A%20%0A%0AMy%20interests%20are%20in%20the%20field%20of%3A%20%0A%0AKind%20regards%2C%0A
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

