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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflec t the frequency of foo d 

fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 

responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 
regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

 
The authorities seized 11.2 tons of smuggled sugar. 

 New Age Bd    
Bangladesh 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 1.2 tons of contraband food and 12.6 tons of contraband avocados 

from Colombia. 
Proceso  el Universal Union Radio El Periodiquito Vtv Vanguardia 

Infobae  Noticiero Venevision el Pitazo el Diario de Guayana el 

Aragueno Noticiero Venevision Infobae  The food tech el Diario de 

Guayana el Tiempo  

 
Venezuela 

 
Food 

Fruits and vegetables 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 26.2 tons of rice intended for the Public Distribution System. 

The Hindu The Hindu Uniindia  The Hindu DT Next    
India 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 3 tons of onions smuggled from Argentina. 

O documento   
Brazil 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Grey market 

   
The authorities stated that 82.6% of the 46 samples of imported olive oil is  mis labelled 
with a quality superior to the real one. Analysis were performed by using sensory 
standards. 
Gov.br Globo Rural  
 

 
Brazil 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ 
Misbranding 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.newagebd.net/article/211046/man-arrested-with-11200kg-smuggled-sugar-in-sylhet
https://proceso.hn/venezuela-incauta-1200-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-procedentes-de-colombia/
https://www.eluniversal.com/venezuela/163360/fanb-incauta-1200-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-procedentes-de-colombia
https://unionradio.net/2023/09/03/fanb-incauta-1-200-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-procedentes-de-colombia/
https://elperiodiquito.com/venezuela/116432/fanb-incauto-1-200-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-procedentes-de-colombia/
https://www.vtv.gob.ve/incautados-alimentos-contrabando-amazonas/
https://www.vanguardia.com/mundo/una-tonelada-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-de-colombia-fue-incautada-en-frontera-con-venezuela-AH7393705
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2023/09/03/la-fuerza-armada-incauta-tonelada-y-media-de-alimentos-secos-de-contrabando-en-venezuela/
https://www.noticierovenevision.net/noticias/politica/fanb-incauta-mas-de-mil-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-en-amazonas
https://elpitazo.net/guayana/amazonas-autoridades-incautan-1-200-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando-procedentes-de-colombia/
https://eldiariodeguayana.com.ve/fanb-incauta-mas-de-una-tonelada-de-alimentos-de-contrabando/
https://elaragueno.com.ve/la-fanb-incauta-1-200-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando/
https://elaragueno.com.ve/la-fanb-incauta-1-200-kilos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando/
https://www.noticierovenevision.net/noticias/nacional/fanb-incauto-una-embarcacion-con-mil-200-kilogramos-de-alimentos-de-contrabando
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2023/09/16/productores-alertan-de-la-entrada-a-venezuela-de-alimentos-sin-permisos-sanitarios/
https://thefoodtech.com/industria-alimentaria-hoy/productores-alertan-de-la-entrada-a-venezuela-de-alimentos-sin-permisos-sanitarios/
https://eldiariodeguayana.com.ve/fedeagro-alerta-sobre-ingreso-al-pais-de-alimentos-sin-permisos-sanitarios/
https://eldiariodeguayana.com.ve/fedeagro-alerta-sobre-ingreso-al-pais-de-alimentos-sin-permisos-sanitarios/
https://eltiempove.com/fedeagro-alerta-sobre-entrada-de-alimentos-sin-permisos-sanitarios/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/4000-kgs-of-pds-rice-seized-from-van-in-east-godavari-district-of-andhra-pradesh/article67276437.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/2660-kg-of-ration-rice-stocked-at-house-seized/article67295868.ece
http://www.uniindia.com/~/kakinada-vigilance-squad-seizes-van-with-3550-kgs-of-pds-rice-case-booked/States/news/3051502.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/lorry-seized-with-five-tonnes-of-ration-rice/article67326993.ece#lnd9wfiss72c6qtz7rp
https://www.dtnext.in/news/tamilnadu/two-arrested-for-attempt-to-smuggle-rice-weighing-11-tonnes-to-andhra-738733
https://odocumento.com.br/pf-apreende-quase-3-toneladas-de-alimentos-contrabandeados-da-argentina/
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mapa-esclarece-informacao-sobre-a-fraude-em-azeite-de-oliva-extravirgem-importado
https://globorural.globo.com/noticia/2023/09/governo-esclarece-informacao-sobre-fraude-em-azeite-de-oliva.ghtml
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The authorities seized 24 tons of contraband wheat flour from Argentina. 
Gov.br Revista Cultivar Diario Induscom  Revista Negocio Rural Progresso
 Globo Rural  

 
Brazil 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities identified 3.6 tons of shrimp packages with wrong weight. Packages 

labelled as 800 grams of products in reality contained around 730 grams. Total 

percentage of meat was also falsified. 

  

 
Czech Republic 

 
Crustaceans and 

products thereof 

 
Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

Misbranding 

   

The authorities seized 1.6 tons of vegetables illegally imported from Malaysia. 

Sfa.gov  Straits Times Asia One   
Singapore 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 6 000 cans of contraband liquor (total value of 7 850 Euros). 

The Sun Daily Malay Mail   
Malaysia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 11 tons of contraband lemons from Colombia (total value of 40 250 
Euros). 
Peru21  

 
Peru 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 3 tons of tea adulterated with non-food grade colours, used tea and 
chemicals. 
Urdu Point  

 
Pakistan 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 
preparations, coffee and 

tea 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

common wine (total 
value of 1.5 million Euros) with counterfeit Geographical Indications. 
Ansa Agenparl Espansione TV Il Metropolitano Notizie Tiscali Casteddu 
Online La Nuova Sardegna La Tribuna Treviso Gazzetta di Parma Il 
giornale di Vicenza Il Gazzettino Sardegna Gol Oggi Treviso Cagliari Pad
 La presse Euro News Sardinia post Il tabloid Ital press
 Treviso Today Unione Sarda  

 
Italy 

 
Wine 

 
Counterfeit 

   

The authorities seized 28 tons of food (meat products, frozen fish and other items) not 
suitable for human consumption. Shelf life dates were manipulated and irregularities in 
traceability were identified. 
Food Safety News  

 
Spain 

 
Food 

 
Document forgery 

Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/operacao-interdita-deposito-irregular-com-24-toneladas-de-farinha-de-trigo-contrabandeadas-da-argentina
https://revistacultivar.com.br/noticias/operacao-da-policia-federal-apreende-24-toneladas-de-farinha-de-trigo-contrabandeadas-da-argentina?_x_tr_hist=true
https://www.diarioinduscom.com.br/Noticias/824306/operacao_interdita_deposito_irregular_com_24_toneladas_de_farinha_de_trigo_contrabandeadas_da_argentina
https://www.revistanegociorural.com.br/noticias/deposito-de-farinha-de-trigo-contrabandeada-da-argentina-e-interditado/
https://www.progresso.com.br/brasil/operacao-interdita-deposito-irregular-com-24-t-farinha-de-trigo/407585/
https://www.progresso.com.br/brasil/operacao-interdita-deposito-irregular-com-24-t-farinha-de-trigo/407585/
https://globorural.globo.com/noticia/2023/09/interditado-deposito-de-farinha-de-trigo-contrabandeada-da-argentina.ghtml
https://bezpecnostpotravin.cz/v-cr-se-prodavaly-klamave-oznacene-tygri-krevety-uvedena-hmotnost-ani-obsah-masa-neodpovidaly-skutecnosti/
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/docs/default-source/default-document-library/20230908-sfa-ica-media-release---more-than-1-6-tonnes-of-illegally-imported-vegetables-seized-following-joint-operations-by-sfa-and-ica.pdf
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/more-than-16-tonnes-of-illegally-imported-vegetables-seized-by-sfa-and-ica-at-woodlands-checkpoint
https://www.asiaone.com/singapore/over-16-tonnes-illegally-imported-veggies-found-2-trucks-woodlands-checkpoint
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/mmea-seizes-smuggled-alcohol-worth-rm39000-in-menumbok-sabah-KD11471920
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2023/09/09/mmea-seizes-smuggled-alcohol-worth-rm39000-in-menumbok-sabah/89944
https://peru21.pe/peru/policia-incauta-280-mallas-de-limon-colombiano-noticia/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/food-authority-seizes-over-3000-kg-harmful-te-1748735.html
https://www.ansa.it/sito/notizie/cronaca/2023/09/13/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-gdf-scopre-frode-da-3-milioni-di-euro_b6b664ad-280e-49a0-995c-4c115519a9b0.html
https://agenparl.eu/2023/09/13/gdf-sassari-operazione-paper-wine-scoperte-false-certificazioni-sullindicazione-geografica-e-la-denominazione-di-origine-nel-settore-vitivinicolo/
https://www.espansionetv.it/2023/09/13/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-gdf-scopre-frode-da-3-milioni-di-euro/
https://www.ilmetropolitano.it/2023/09/13/sassari-operazione-paper-wine-scoperte-false-certificazioni-sull-indicazione-geografica-e-la-denominazione-di-origine-nel-settore-vinicolo/
https://notizie.tiscali.it/cronaca/articoli/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-gdf-scopre-frode-3-milioni-euro-00001/?chn
https://www.castedduonline.it/vino-miscelato-e-spacciato-per-puro-vermentino-e-cannonau-sardo-truffa-milionaria-coppia-di-imprenditori-nei-guai/
https://www.castedduonline.it/vino-miscelato-e-spacciato-per-puro-vermentino-e-cannonau-sardo-truffa-milionaria-coppia-di-imprenditori-nei-guai/
https://www.lanuovasardegna.it/sassari/cronaca/2023/09/13/news/sassari-falsi-vini-doc-prodotti-nel-nord-sardegna-la-frode-e-milionaria-1.100381809
https://tribunatreviso.gelocal.it/treviso/cronaca/2023/09/13/news/frode_falsi_vini_sardegna_treviso-13182277/
https://www.gazzettadiparma.it/italia-mondo/2023/09/13/news/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-gdf-scopre-frode-da-3-milioni-di-euro-731619/
https://www.ilgiornaledivicenza.it/oltre-vicenza/veneto/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-la-gdf-scopre-una-frode-da-3-milioni-di-euro-1.10273111
https://www.ilgiornaledivicenza.it/oltre-vicenza/veneto/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-la-gdf-scopre-una-frode-da-3-milioni-di-euro-1.10273111
https://www.ilgazzettino.it/nordest/treviso/vino_sardo_contraffatto_fake_truffa_sardegna_cosa_e_successo_dove-7629508.html
https://www.sardegnagol.eu/sassari-scoperte-false-dichiarazioni-sullindicazione-geografica-nel-settore-vitivinicolo/
https://www.oggitreviso.it/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-scoperta-frodo-da-tre-milioni-di-euro-au24457-316405
https://www.cagliaripad.it/598225/cannonau-e-vermentini-doc-e-igt-con-uve-non-sarde-blitz-in-gallura/
https://www.cagliaripad.it/598225/cannonau-e-vermentini-doc-e-igt-con-uve-non-sarde-blitz-in-gallura/
https://ma.lapresse.it/actualite-ma/2023/09/13/sassari-scoperte-false-certificazioni-nel-settore-vinicolo/
https://it.euronews.com/2023/09/13/vini-sardi-falsi-doc-gdf-scopre-frode-da-3-milioni-di-euro
https://www.sardiniapost.it/cronaca/vini-spacciati-per-sardi-doc-finanza-scopre-maxi-frode-da-3-milioni-di-euro-10-indagati/
https://www.iltabloid.it/2023/09/13/gdf-sassari-operazione-paper-wine.html
https://www.italpress.com/gdf-di-sassari-scopre-una-frode-da-3-milioni-nel-settore-vitivinicolo/
https://www.italpress.com/gdf-di-sassari-scopre-una-frode-da-3-milioni-nel-settore-vitivinicolo/
https://www.trevisotoday.it/cronaca/frode-vini-sardegna-guardia-finanza-sassari-14-settembre-2023.html
https://www.unionesarda.it/3-minuti-con/bottiglie-sarde-vino-siciliano-la-frode-e-servita-t150101q
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/28-tone-of-food-seized-in-spain-after-alleged-changing-of-shelf-life-dates/
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Misbranding 

   

The authorities seized 6.35 tons of contraband foreign rice. 
Daily post   

Nigeria 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 16 981 tons of smuggled wheat. 
Urdu Point The Nation App   

Pakistan 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 6 500 litres of milk adulterated with polluted water ,  urea , 
formalin or other illegal ingredients. 
Urdu Point App App Urdu Point   

 
Pakistan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 
   
The Food Standards Agency (FSA) performed targeted surveillance sampling of food across 
the country: 

- 20% out of 300 mince and processed meat products contained meat species not 
written on the label (although no horsemeat was detected); 

- 8 out of 101 lamb products contained beef; 
- 4 out of 375 herbs and spices samples had missing ingredients or were 

substituted with others; 
- 3 out of 40 samples of basmati rice contained other rice varieties (from 9 to 29% 

of the total volume); 
- 6 out of 39 dark chocolate samples contained milk proteins. 

FSA Food Safety News  

 
United Kingdom 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, coffee and 

tea 

Herbs and spices 

Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 
   
The authorities seized 55 000 bottles of liquor with counterfeit stickers. 
Daily Mirror   

Sri Lanka 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Counterfeit 

   
The authorities seized 3 800 litres of wine illegally produced without being compliant with  
hygiene legislation. 
Corriere di Ragusa  

 
Italy 

 
Wine 

 
Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 1.1 tons of smuggled live lobsters and 400 kg of contraband chilled 
seafood (total value of 490 000 Euros). 
Info.gov  The Standard  

 
China 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

https://dailypost.ng/2023/09/14/customs-seize-smuggled-donkey-skin-petrol-in-adamawa-taraba/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/major-crackdown-against-wheat-sugar-smugglin-1750235.html
https://www.nation.com.pk/19-Sep-2023/major-crackdown-against-wheat-sugar-smuggling
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/major-crackdown-against-wheat-sugar-smuggling-in-rawalpindi/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-of-1500-adulterated-milk-1750712.html
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-operation-continues-against-substandard-food-points-discards-1500-litres-of-adulterated-milk/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-disposes-off-5000-liters-adulterated-milk/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-off-5000-liters-adulterated-milk-1751128.html
https://www.food.gov.uk/research/retail-surveillance-sampling-programme-during-covid-19-pandemic-executive-summary
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/09/sampling-projects-find-adulteration-and-allergen-issues/
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Two-liquor-manufacturing-companies-in-default-of-Rs-1-5-billion/108-267782
https://corrierediragusa.it/2023/09/22/cantina-vinicola-abusiva-chiusa-nel-ragusano-dai-carabinieri-del-nucleo-antisofisticazione-sequestrati-3-800-litri-di-vino/
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202309/23/P2023092300177.htm
https://www.thestandard.com.hk/breaking-news/section/4/208517/Six-arrested-for-smuggling-HK$4m-of-live-lobsters-and-chilled-seafood-to-mainland
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Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 350 tons of contraband sugar. 
Ary News The Frontier Post The News   

Pakistan 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Grey market 

   
The authorities discovered a clandestine slaughtering facility and seized 4.3 tons of illegal 
meat products. 
Daily News Hungary  

 
Hungary 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 3 690 litres of contraband Indian-made foreign liquor. 
Deccan Herald   

India 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 25 tons of garlic and 3 tons of raisins smuggled from Argentina. 
Gov.br O documento   

Brazil 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 1.7 tons of contraband Indian buffalo meat (total value of 7 500 
Euros). 
News Info Whatsnew2day  NewsInfo Manila Times  

 
Philippines 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 
Grey market 

 

Food fraud and impact on health 

An interesting article discusses  
Foods 

 
Food fraud in Finland 
An online articles analyses the surveys and interviews from 95 Finnish food control officers . Capacity building , additional 

resources and guidelines would improve food fraud detection and harmonise reporting. 

International Journal of Environmental Health Research 

 

 

Food Integrity T.5 
Text and Data Mining  

 
Joint Research Centre 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©alinamd  stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White  stock.adobe.com 
©UBE  stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio  stock.adobe.com 

Other interesting articles 

https://arynews.tv/shikarpur-police-foil-sugar-urea-smuggling-to-afghanistan/
https://thefrontierpost.com/shikarpur-police-foil-sugar-urea-smuggling-to-afghanistan/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1113433-attempt-to-smuggle-sugar-urea-foiled
https://dailynewshungary.com/18-video-hungarian-horror-slaughterhouse-rusty-saw-bloody-floor/
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/uttar-pradesh/over-3600-litres-of-imfl-being-smuggled-to-bihar-seized-in-up-1-held-2703313
https://www.gov.br/pf/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2023/09/pf-prende-pessoa-por-contrabando-de-alimentos-no-pr
https://odocumento.com.br/pf-prende-pessoa-por-contrabando-de-alimentos-no-pr/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1838842/over-p445k-worth-of-smuggled-meat-seized-in-cavite
https://whatsnew2day.com/over-p445k-worth-of-smuggled-meat-seized-in-cavite/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1838944/da-seizes-smuggled-indian-buffalo-meat
https://www.manilatimes.net/2023/10/01/regions/smuggled-meat-seized-in-cavite/1912633
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-8158/12/19/3522
https://doi.org/10.1080/09603123.2023.2236977
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If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for 
Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.  
For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

 
 

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5

