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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of foo d 

fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 

responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 
regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission.  

 
The authorities seized in total 90 tons of contraband rice meant for public distribution. 
Times of India  The Hindu Times of India  The Hindu Times 

of India  Menafn  The Hindu The Hindu Times of India 

 The Hindu The Hindu  

 
India 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 500 tons of contraband rice, imported and repackaged with counterfeit 
labels of a famous brand (total value of 335 000 Euros). 
The Star  Kenyans  

 
Kenya 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Counterfeit 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 68 tons of contraband corn. 

Primera edicion  Misiones online  Primera edicion   
Argentina 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 900 tons of wheat and 65.7 tons of animal feed without traceability 

documentation. 

Seguo news Grandangolo Agrigento  Blog Sicilia Il Fatto Nisseno 

 La Sicilia News Sicilia   Diretta Sicilia 

 QdS  Palermo Today  Sicilia Oggi Notizie Giornale di 

Sicilia  Sicilia Reporter  

 
Italy 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Feed materials 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized almost 22 850 beer cans (total value of 896 000 Euros) illegally 
manufactured in an abandoned factory. The beers contained high level of alcohol (16-18%). 
The Sun Daily  The Malaysian insight  
 
The Royal Malaysian Customs Department (JKDM) seized 52 270 litres of contraband liquor. 
The Sun Daily  

 
Malaysia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/three-pds-rice-smugglers-arrested-near-coimbatore/articleshow/93931325.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/over-2-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized-near-dindigul-two-held/article65869267.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/food-cell-seizes-15-tonnes-of-pds-rice-being-smuggled-to-kerala/articleshow/94131851.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/15-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized-near-tirumangalam/article65879259.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/15t-pds-rice-seized-during-smuggle-bid/articleshow/94141506.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/15t-pds-rice-seized-during-smuggle-bid/articleshow/94141506.cms
https://menafn.com/1104847380/TN-Govt-On-Alert-Over-Smuggling-Of-Ration-Rice-To-Kerala
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/4500-kg-of-ration-rice-seized-two-held/article65914047.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/7600-kg-of-ration-rice-seized-in-madurai-city/article65923785.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/7600-kg-smuggled-pds-rice-seized/articleshow/94386865.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/25-quintals-of-pds-rice-seized-in-bengaluru/article65930834.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/500-quintals-of-pds-rice-confiscated-two-lorries-seized/article65935492.ece
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-09-01-anti-counterfeit-body-seizes-rice-valued-sh40m-in-mombasa/
https://www.kenyans.co.ke/news/79098-govt-exposes-sale-counterfeit-rice-ksh40-million-raid
https://www.primeraedicion.com.ar/nota/100629832/contrabando-en-la-frontera-secuestran-cerca-de-12-toneladas-de-maiz-y-tabaco/
https://misionesonline.net/2022/09/19/contrabando-de-maiz-en-misiones-2/
https://www.primeraedicion.com.ar/nota/100638860/otro-golpe-al-contrabando-de-maiz-en-misiones/
https://www.seguonews.it/controlli-dei-nas-nel-nisseno-un-deposito-di-cereali-privo-di-registrazione-sanitaria
https://www.grandangoloagrigento.it/ultime-notizie/grano-e-mangime-non-tracciato-9-mila-euro-di-multa-ad-aziende-agricole
https://www.blogsicilia.it/palermo/cereali-grano-mangimi-sequestri-pesticidi-nas-vicari-castronovo-sicilia-gangi-villalba-petralia-sottana/769184/
https://www.ilfattonisseno.it/2022/09/sicilia-nas-controlli-nel-settore-agricolo-per-stoccaggio-di-sementi-e-mangimi/
https://www.lasicilia.it/cronaca/news/palermo-sequestrate-tre-tonnellate-di-grano-e-mangimi-il-nas-non-erano-tracciati--1820699/
https://newsicilia.it/palermo/cronaca/cereali-e-grano-di-dubbia-provenienza-sanzioni-e-sequestri-nel-palermitano-e-nel-nisseno/808097
https://www.giornalelora.it/controlli-dei-n-a-s-siciliani-nel-settore-dello-stoccaggio-di-sementi-e-mangimi/
https://www.direttasicilia.it/2022/09/02/controlli-sul-grano-in-provincia-di-palermo-sospese-attivita/
https://qds.it/controlli-nas-sequestro-depositi-grano-mangime/
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-mangime-grano-carabinieri-nas.html
https://www.siciliaogginotizie.it/2022/09/02/controlli-dei-n-a-s-siciliani-nel-settore-dello-stoccaggio-di-sementi-e-mangimi/
https://palermo.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2022/09/02/sementi-e-mangimi-maxi-controlli-in-provincia-di-palermo-779755a2-6914-4ddb-8017-782336a34c50/
https://palermo.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2022/09/02/sementi-e-mangimi-maxi-controlli-in-provincia-di-palermo-779755a2-6914-4ddb-8017-782336a34c50/
https://www.siciliareporter.com/controlli-dei-nas-siciliani-nel-settore-dello-stoccaggio-di-sementi-e-mangimi/
https://www.thesundaily.my/home/police-seize-contraband-liquor-worth-rm4-mln-from-illegal-factory-EX9770431
https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/399326
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/sabah-customs-seizes-cigarettes-liquor-worth-rm124m-in-three-containers-MI9857169
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The authorities seized in total 258 tons of contraband flour and wheat. 

Urdu Point Tribune  The News Urdu Point Urdu Point  

 

During the last two months the authorities have prevented 3 400 tons of wheat and flour 

from being smuggled into the country. 

Urdu Point Pakobserver Pakobserver Tribune  

 
Pakistan 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

out of 47 samples of honey from supermarkets reported a wrong botanical origin on the label. 

Hungary Today  Index  

 
Hungary 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 
Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   

Zafiro

a clandestine factory. 

El Universal Semana  

 
Colombia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   

Gato por Lebre Cat for Hare he authorities seized 1.68 tons of seafood 
mislabelled as a more expensive species and/or lacking traceability documentation (e.g . on 
origin). 
Diario gaucho   

 
Brazil 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 
Grey market 

Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   

The authorities seized in total more than 36 000 bottles of illegal, smuggled or spurious liquor. 
Latestly  Unindia  Times of India  The Hindu  
 
The police have destroyed 37 674 bottles (8 114 litres) of smuggled Indian-made foreign 
liquor. 
The Hindu  

 
India 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal Food Authority (KP FS&HFA) seized 5 tons of 
fake tea leaves produced by mixing adulterants (e.g. sawdust, sugar, jaggery) and non-food 
grade colours. Hygiene requirements were not respected as well. 
Urdu Point Urdu Point The News  

 
Pakistan 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, coffee and 

tea 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 
   
The authorities seized 6 tons of mackerel smuggled from Mozambique (total value of almost 7 
900 Euros). 
Manica Post  

 
Zimbabwe 

 
Fish and fish products 
 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 62 tons of contraband soybean. 
 

Argentina 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/three-bids-to-smuggle-wheat-flour-foiled-58-1556466.html
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2374507/wheat-smuggling-bids-foiled
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/988229-wheat-flour-smuggling-bids-foiled
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/1000-wheat-bags-recovered-from-warehouse-thr-1563927.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/wheat-smuggling-bid-foiled-3000-wheat-bags-r-1569675.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/3400-metric-ton-of-wheat-and-flour-smuggling-1566235.html
https://pakobserver.net/record-quantity-of-wheat-flour-smuggling-from-punjab-to-kp-foiled/
https://pakobserver.net/3400-metric-ton-of-wheat-and-flour-smuggling-bids-foiled-200-vehicles-impounded/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2378253/highest-ever-quantity-of-wheat-flour-seized
https://hungarytoday.hu/counterfeit-honey-found-in-hungarian-shops/
https://index.hu/belfold/2022/09/01/hamis-mez-szupermarket-bolti-termeloi-minoseg-ellenorzes/
https://www.eluniversal.com.co/regional/desmantelan-fabrica-clandestina-de-licor-en-el-atlantico-EB7113125
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/incautan-mas-de-1000-botellas-de-licor-adulterado-en-sabanagrande-atlantico/202213/
http://diariogaucho.clicrbs.com.br/rs/dia-a-dia/noticia/2022/09/fiscalizacao-a-peixarias-do-mercado-publico-tem-tres-presos-e-1-68-tonelada-de-produtos-apreendidos-23256383.html
https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/india-news-up-stf-police-arrest-two-with-over-11000-bottles-of-illegal-liquor-4171945.html
http://www.uniindia.com/~/goa-made-foreign-liquors-and-tempo-seized/States/news/2819642.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/up-4-held-with-smuggled-liquor-worth-over-rs-55-lakh-in-bhadohi/articleshow/94290423.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/over-1300-liquor-bottles-seized-one-held/article65910005.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/anakapalli-police-destroy-liquor-bottles-worth-73-lakh/article65917950.ece
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/fake-tea-production-unit-sealed-machinery-co-1558814.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-seals-tea-processing-unit-f-1559010.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/989386-fake-tea-leaves-seized-unit-sealed
https://www.manicapost.co.zw/something-fishy-mackerel-smuggling-syndicate-busted/
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Noticias del 6   
 

Fruits and vegetables 

 
Grey market 

   
The Rosslare Europort authorities seized in total 13 000 litres of contraband wine (total value 
of 158 000 Euros), 26 000 litres of contraband beer (estimated retail value of 103 000 Euros) 
and other 11 300 litres of contraband wine (estimated retail value of 137 000 Euros). 
Independent Kilkenny people  Independent The Journal Beat 
 Irish Mirror Revenue  

 
Ireland 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

Wine 

 
Grey market 

   

In August, the authorities seized more than 14 tons of seafood illegally fished. 
Muscat Daily   

Oman 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 
Grey market 

   
The Federal Administration of Public Revenue (AFIP) seized almost 2 000 bottles of wine with 
irregularities in documentation and distribution records (total value of 78 000 Euros). 
Wine-searcher   

 
Argentina 

 
Wine 

 
Document forgery 

   
The authorities seized 3 960 expired and rotten eggs used to prepare bakery products. 
Urdu Point The Nation    

Pakistan 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Eggs and egg products 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The authorities seized 18 000 bottles of smuggled liquor. 
Kuwait Times  Arab Times online   

Kuwait 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities have accused two companies in the wine sector of carrying out several criminal 
activities: 

- Adulteration of wine with water and sugars 
- Counterfeiting generic wines with labels carrying fake Geographical Indications 
- Production of wine within clandestine oenological facilities 

Salute.gov Tuscia Web Agronline Metro news  

 
Italy 

 
Wine 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

Counterfeit 

Grey market 
   
The authorities fined two manufactures for adulterating gur with sugar, lime, alum, dalda (a 
vegetable oil) and textile colours. Gur was produced in unhygienic conditions carrying health 
risks for consumers. 
Bss News  

 
Bangladesh 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

https://www.noticiasdel6.com/desarticularon-una-organizacion-dedicada-al-contrabando-de-granos-a-brasil-que-declaraba-como-destino-final-de-la-carga-a-misiones/
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/wexford/news/13000-litres-of-wine-seized-by-revenue-at-rosslare-europort-41992225.html
https://www.kilkennypeople.ie/news/border/912879/huge-volume-of-wine-seized-in-the-south-east.html
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/wexford/news/smuggled-beer-wine-and-tobacco-with-a-value-of-more-than-300000-seized-at-rosslare-europort-42016936.html
https://www.thejournal.ie/tobacco-beer-and-wine-worth-around-e300000-seized-by-revenue-officers-at-rosslare-europort-5876475-Sep2022/
https://www.beat102103.com/news/tobacco-beer-and-wine-worth-e300000-seized-at-rosslare-1026630
https://www.irishmirror.ie/news/irish-news/crime/illegal-tobacco-alcohol-worth-300000-28085376
https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/press-releases/2022/pr-092622-revenue-seize-tobacco-beer-wine-rosslare-europort.aspx
https://www.muscatdaily.com/2022/09/17/404-fishing-law-violations-reported-in-august/
https://www.wine-searcher.com/m/2022/09/dua-lipa-thinking-bout-argentinian-wine
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-of-3960-rotten-eggs-300-litres-1565079.html
https://www.nation.com.pk/20-Sep-2022/pfa-disposes-of-3-960-rotten-eggs-300-litres-of-adulterated-milk
https://www.kuwaittimes.com/customs-and-moi-seize-18000-liquor-bottles/
http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/smuggling-attempt-of-18000-liquor-bottles-foiled/
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=2415
http://www.tusciaweb.eu/2022/09/vini-false-attestazione-dop-igp-sequestrate-quote-societa/
https://www.agronline.it/cronaca/la-procura-della-repubblica-di-tivoli-nell-ambito-di-una-specifica-attivita-di-contrasto-mirata-alla-salvaguardia-della-salute-pubblica_31543
https://metronews.it/2022/09/21/vini-tarocchi-a-tivoli-il-nas-sequestra-due-stabilimenti/
https://www.bssnews.net/district/83750


 

  September 2022  JRC Food Fraud Monthly Report  4/6    

©
 E

ur
op

e
an

 U
ni

on
, 2

0
2
2 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   
The authorities seized 14 400 litres of edible oil and 1.5 tons of contraband sugar intended for 
smuggling. 
Aps  

 
Algeria 

 
Fats and oils 

Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Grey market 

   

The Federal Administration of Public Revenues (AFIP) seized almost 20 000 tons of undeclared 
sugar lacking the legal documentation (total value of 16.5 million Euros). 
Telam  

 
Argentina 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 6 tons of unhealthy spices adulterated with bran , rice and harmful 
colours. 
The News  

 
Pakistan 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 
   
The National Customs seized 8 881 units of alcoholic beverages and 4 925 units of foodstuffs 
(wheat, flour, liquid cream and pet food) smuggled from Argentina without import documents 
or sanitary registration (total value of 20 000 Euros). 
Abi  

 
Bolivia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

Cereals and bakery 

products 

Milk and milk products 

Pet food 

 
Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 86 245 bottles of contraband alcohol. 
Daily Sabah   

Turkey 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

 
Grey market 

   
The Spanish Agency for Food Safety and Nutrition (Aesan) has notified consumers of several 
brands of olive oil adulterated with other vegetable oils and lacking reliable traceability 
documentation. Authorities suspect that such products may also pose a thr
health. 
Epe el Periodico mediterraneo   

 
Spain 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   
The authorities seized 1 ton of seafood without the required traceability documentation. 
Lucca in diretta  Stamp toscana   

Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and products 

thereof 

Fish and fish products 

https://www.aps.dz/regions/145035-douanes-saisie-d-importantes-quantites-d-huile-et-de-sucre-destinees-a-la-contrebande-a-tamanrasset
https://www.telam.com.ar/notas/202209/605829-afip-azucar-tucuman-decomiso.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/994721-unhealthy-spices-seized-in-peshawar
https://www.abi.bo/index.php/noticias/economia/27690-tarija-aduana-incauta-bebidas-y-alimentos-de-contrabando-procedentes-de-argentina
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/turkiye-nets-biggest-haul-of-bootleg-liquor/news
https://www.epe.es/es/ocio/20220927/lista-productos-venden-como-aceite-oliva-75947544
https://www.elperiodicomediterraneo.com/sociedad/2022/10/06/venden-aceite-oliva-girasol-fraude-semillas-76717274.html
https://www.luccaindiretta.it/cronaca/2022/09/27/mare-sicuro-2022-in-toscana-durante-lestate-soccorse-40-imbarcazioni-e-100-persone/312465/
https://www.stamptoscana.it/mare-sicuro-restituiti-alla-fruizione-8mila-mq-di-arenile/
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Gastropods 

 
Grey market 

   
19 people died after consuming illegal and adulterated alcohol. 
Telquel  Bladi  Yabiladi  Maghress Le360  La 
Nacion  Tdg Infobae  Le Figaro Diario libre el Mexicano
 24heures La Roche sur Yon Notimerica Diario Siglo XXI 
 Noticiasde Tvn-2  el Periodico Diario cordoba  Diario 
de Mallorca La Opinion A Coruna Diario de Ibiza Levante  Informacion
 La Nueva Espana La Opinion Nius diario El Dia La Provincia
 Monaco-matin Nice-matin Var-matin Europapress -le-jour
 La voix du Nord  Yahoo! Noticias  Huffington post Vooafrique
 aps Metro libre Africa news 20 minutes Benin web tv 
  Taqadoum   Echorouk online 
 Abidjantv La nouvelle tribune Lnr  

 
Morocco 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 
Grey market 

   
The Border Police seized 8 640 units of liquor smuggled from Panama (total value of 12 930 
Euros). 
Chroy  La Nacion   

 
Costa Rica 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

 
Grey market 

   
The Civil Guard, in collaboration with Europol, seized 180 kg of critically endangered young 
European glass eels (total value of 270 000 Euros), ready to be smuggled. 
UK Yahoo  

 
Spain 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Grey market 

 

ECA Report on illegal fishing 
 

EU 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) has published a Special report on illegal fishing in  the 
European Union. They conclude that the control systems in place to combat illegal fishing are 
partially effective. 
ECA The Guardian Le Monde Yahoo  

 

Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and products 
thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 

 

Fraud Detection and Prevention  the JRC 
Text and Data Mining  

 
Joint Research Centre 

 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©Kerim  stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White  stock.adobe.com 
©UBE  stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio  stock.adobe.com 

If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food 
Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.  
For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

Other interesting articles 

https://telquel.ma/instant-t/2022/09/27/ksar-el-kebir-lalcool-frelate-cause-la-mort-a-neuf-personnes_1785704/
https://www.bladi.net/ksar-el-kebir-alcool-frelate,96741.html
https://www.yabiladi.com/articles/details/132246/maroc-nombre-morts-s-eleve-suite.html
https://www.maghress.com/fr/barlamanefr/389576
https://fr.le360.ma/societe/intoxication-a-lalcool-frelate-les-commerces-de-spiritueux-pointes-du-doigt-267836
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/al-menos-19-muertos-tras-beber-alcohol-adulterado-en-marruecos-nid29092022/
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/al-menos-19-muertos-tras-beber-alcohol-adulterado-en-marruecos-nid29092022/
https://www.tdg.ch/alcool-frelate-19-morts-dans-le-nord-du-maroc-617865704908
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2022/09/29/mueren-19-por-alcohol-adulterado-en-el-norte-de-marruecos/
https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/alcool-frelate-19-morts-dans-le-nord-du-maroc-20220929
https://www.diariolibre.com/mundo/resto-del-mundo/2022/09/28/mueren-19-por-alcohol-adulterado-en-marruecos/2093795
https://www.el-mexicano.com.mx/Noticia/Mundo/36888/Alcohol-adulterado-mata-a-19-personas-en-Marruecos
https://www.el-mexicano.com.mx/Noticia/Mundo/36888/Alcohol-adulterado-mata-a-19-personas-en-Marruecos
https://www.24heures.ch/alcool-frelate-19-morts-dans-le-nord-du-maroc-617865704908
https://larochesuryon.maville.com/actu/actudet_-maroc.-au-moins-19-personnes-victimes-d-un-alcool-frelate-un-suspect-arrete-_54135-5434647_actu.Htm
https://www.notimerica.com/politica/noticia-marruecos-menos-19-muertos-beber-alcohol-adulterado-marruecos-20220929062710.html
https://www.diariosigloxxi.com/texto-ep/mostrar/20220929062644/menos-19-muertos-beber-alcohol-adulterado-marruecos
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