September 2021

* X 5

A
*

European
Commission

Monthly Summary of Articles
on Food Fraud and Adulteration

Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu)

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food
fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any
responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be

regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission.

Food Fraud Cases

© European Union, 2021

The Italian authorities seized 800 kg of meat products and cheese lacking the required
traceability documentation.

Il Reggino Calabria7 Il Metropolitano Reggio Today
Zoom24 CN24 StrettoWeb Gazzetta del Sud City
Now LaCNews24 Il Dispaccio Ansa Calabria QuiCosenza
Tempo Stretto RTv Geos News Il Meridio
Day lItalia News Giornale L'Ora Strilli Soverato ~ Web

Researchers from the University of Oviedo analysed by PCR 401 samples of frozen fish from
Africa (tuna, hake, anchovy and blue whiting) widely consumed around the world. They
identified an average mislabelling/substitution rate of 1.9% (0% for blue whiting, 2.4% for
anchovy, 4.17% for hake and 5.2% for tuna). Although the rate is low, endangered species
were used to replace the more expensive ones, pointing to illegal fishing.

Scientific Reports La Voz de Asturias 20 minutos Gentedigital
EuropaPress Food Retail La Sexta El Comercio

Con Salud ABC Diario de Jerez Diario de Sevilla La voz
del sur Il Salvagente Green Me 20 minutos ElL
Espanol Diario de Avisos El Economista Ecoticias

The ltalian authorities seized 1.5 tons of fish (e.g. anchovies, sardines and mackerel) lacking
the required traceability documentation.
La Sicilia Web Geos News

In a second operation, additional 1.5 tons of fish were seized for having no documentation.
0ggi Treviso Il Gazzettino Ambiente Ambienti
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https://www.ilreggino.it/cronaca/2021/09/09/gambarie-blitz-dei-nas-in-noti-alberghi-sequestrato-cibo-scaduto-e-centro-benessere-abusivo/
https://calabria7.it/blitz-del-nas-nel-reggino-scoperto-un-centro-benessere-abusivo-sequestrati-anche-800-kg-di-salumi-e-carne/
https://www.ilmetropolitano.it/2021/09/09/gambarie-blitz-dei-carabinieri-nas-centro-benessere-abusivo-e-800-kg-di-salumi-e-carne-sequestrati/
https://www.reggiotoday.it/cronaca/controlli-nas-sequestrati-centro-benessere-e-alimenti.html
https://www.zoom24.it/2021/09/09/centro-benessere-abusivo-scoperto-dai-nas-finisce-sotto-sequestro/
http://www.cn24tv.it/news/227366/gambarie-controllo-a-tappeto-dei-nas-sequestrati-circa-800-chili-di-salumi-e-formaggi.html
http://www.strettoweb.com/2021/09/gambarie-blitz-dei-nas-in-noti-alberghi-della-zona/1237609/
https://reggio.gazzettadelsud.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/09/09/blitz-a-gambarie-sequestrato-un-centro-benessere-abusivo-e-800kg-di-carne-3118cb2e-b650-4f99-b356-fae9a27f26e1/?utm_source=immediafeed&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=hp_reggio
https://www.citynow.it/alberghi-gambarie-centro-benessere-abusivo-prodotti-scaduti/
https://www.citynow.it/alberghi-gambarie-centro-benessere-abusivo-prodotti-scaduti/
https://www.lacnews24.it/cronaca/frodi-alimentari-e-sanita-nel-reggino-sequestrati-800kg-di-carne-e-scoperto-un-centro-benessere-abusivo_142447/
https://ildispaccio.it/reggio-calabria/281669-gambarie-blitz-dei-carabinieri-a-centro-benessere-abusivo-sanzioni-per-un-totale-di-10mila-euro
https://www.ansa.it/calabria/notizie/2021/09/09/scoperto-centro-benessere-abusivo-in-albergo-nel-reggino_d72c9c19-658b-4e6a-9956-7e9bd5433b0d.html
https://www.quicosenza.it/news/calabria/421987-blitz-dei-nas-nei-ristoranti-e-alberghi-di-gambarie-sequestrati-800-kg-di-salumi-e-carni
https://www.quicosenza.it/news/calabria/421987-blitz-dei-nas-nei-ristoranti-e-alberghi-di-gambarie-sequestrati-800-kg-di-salumi-e-carni
https://www.tempostretto.it/news/gambarie-sanzioni-per-10mila-euro-ad-alberghi-e-ristoranti.html
https://www.reggiotv.it/notizie/cronaca/77444/gambarie-blitz-dei-nas-scoperto-centro-benessere-abusivo-sequestrati-800-kg-salumi-carne
https://it.geosnews.com/p/it/calabria/l-operazione-dei-nas-frodi-alimentari-e-sanit-nel-reggino-sequestrati-800kg-di-carne-e-scoperto-un-centro-benessere-abusivo_35345356
https://ilmeridio.it/blitz-dei-carabinieri-nas-negli-alberghi-di-gambarie-scoperto-centro-benessere-abusivo-e-centinaia-di-chili-di-cibo-a-rischio/
https://ilmeridio.it/blitz-dei-carabinieri-nas-negli-alberghi-di-gambarie-scoperto-centro-benessere-abusivo-e-centinaia-di-chili-di-cibo-a-rischio/
https://www.dayitalianews.com/2021/09/09/gambarie-controlli-dei-nas-scoperto-centro-benessere-abusivo-e-sequestrati-diversi-prodotti/
https://www.giornalelora.it/nas-controlli-su-terme-e-centri-benessere-chiuse-11-strutture-irregolari-video/
https://www.strill.it/citta/reggio/2021/09/gambarie-sequestrati-centro-benessere-abusivo-e-800-kg-di-carne-e-salumi-privi-di-tracciabilita/
https://www.soveratoweb.com/scoperto-un-centro-benessere-abusivo-in-un-albergo/
https://www.soveratoweb.com/scoperto-un-centro-benessere-abusivo-in-un-albergo/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-91020-w
https://www.lavozdeasturias.es/noticia/asturias/2021/09/10/sale-luz-fraude-etiquetado-pescado-congelado-caladeros-africanos/00031631266528825157528.htm
https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/4816371/0/investigadores-destapan-un-fraude-en-el-etiquetado-de-pescado-congelado-procedente-de-caladeros-africanos/
http://www.gentedigital.es/oviedo/noticia/3213263/investigadores-destapan-un-fraude-en-el-etiquetado-de-pescado-congelado-procedente-de-caladeros-africanos/
https://www.europapress.es/asturias/noticia-investigadores-destapan-fraude-etiquetado-pescado-congelado-procedente-caladeros-africanos-20210910111423.html
https://www.foodretail.es/food/fraude-etiquetado-congelado-caladeros-africanos_0_1582641737.html
https://www.lasexta.com/tecnologia-tecnoxplora/sinc/detectados-algunos-fraudes-etiquetado-pescado-congelado_20210910613b4ad769e5350001269720.html
https://www.elcomercio.es/asturias/universidad/investigacion-universidad-oviedo-fraude-etiquetado-pescado-20210910124522-nt.html
https://www.consalud.es/pacientes/destapan-fraude-etiquetado-pescado-congelado-procedente-caladeros-africanos_102018_102.htmlhttps:/www.consalud.es/pacientes/destapan-fraude-etiquetado-pescado-congelado-procedente-caladeros-africanos_102018_102.html
https://www.abc.es/sociedad/abci-atun-vendido-como-anchoa-ultimo-fraude-pescado-congelado-202109110139_noticia.html
https://www.diariodejerez.es/sociedad/Detectan-fraudes-etiquetas-pescado-congelado_0_1610539954.html
https://www.diariodesevilla.es/consumo/Detectan-fraudes-etiquetas-pescado-congelado_0_1610539954.html
https://www.lavozdelsur.es/actualidad/sociedad/fraude-en-etiquetado-pescado-congelado_265096_102.html
https://www.lavozdelsur.es/actualidad/sociedad/fraude-en-etiquetado-pescado-congelado_265096_102.html
https://ilsalvagente.it/2021/09/14/lultima-frode-del-pesce-surgelato-mascherare-specie-in-via-di-estinzione/
https://www.greenme.it/mangiare/allerte-alimentari/pesce-congelato-frode-etichette/
https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/4820641/0/cientificos-universidad-oviedo-fraudes-pescado-congelado/
https://www.elespanol.com/ciencia/nutricion/fraude-atun-supermercado-pescado-congelado-popular-engano-mal-etiquetado-estudio-universidad-oviedo-seo/611940010_0.amp.html
https://www.elespanol.com/ciencia/nutricion/fraude-atun-supermercado-pescado-congelado-popular-engano-mal-etiquetado-estudio-universidad-oviedo-seo/611940010_0.amp.html
https://diariodeavisos.elespanol.com/2021/09/cuidado-con-las-latas-del-super-asi-te-la-cuelan-con-algunos-populares-pescados/
https://www.eleconomista.es/actualidad/noticias/11393790/09/21/Posible-fraude-en-el-etiquetado-del-atun-y-la-merluza-congelada-que-viene-de-Africa.html
https://www.ecoticias.com/vida-saludable/211612/ojito-pescado-congelado
https://www.lasiciliaweb.it/2021/09/acireale-sequestrate-15-tonnellate-di-pesce/
https://it.geosnews.com/p/it/sicilia/acireale-sequestrate-1-5-tonnellate-di-pesce_35365314
https://www.oggitreviso.it/sequestrati-15-quintali-di-pesce-262866
https://www.ilgazzettino.it/nordest/rovigo/sequestro_pesce_15_quintali_gdf_assenza_documentazioni_filiera_multa_salata-6199827.html
https://www.ambienteambienti.com/sequestrati-15-quintali-di-pesce/

© European Union, 2021

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) discarded over 27 000 litres of milk contaminated with water,
urea and powder.

Daily Times

Within the context of the Operation “Scarlatto 1V”, the Italian authorities seized 5.5 tons (total
value of 30 000 euros) of tomato sauce from a company falsifying labels with the
Geographical Indication “Pachino IGP”.

Another company was fined for selling 9 tons of tomatoes mislabelled as “from Italy”.
Il Salvagente Gazzetta del Sud Corriere della Calabria CcD
Quotidiano Nazionale Zoom24

The Romanian authorities seized 3 tons of spoiled meat, ready to be illegally used for the
production of sausages.
Gazeta de CLUJ

The Italian authorities seized 13 tons of capers mislabelled as a Geographical Indication from
Sicily.

TGSky24 Il Cittadino di Messina

Wine News

The National Service for Agricultural Health and Food Safety (Senasag) seized more than 4
tons of food and beverages (prawns, strawberry truffles, olive oil and alcoholic beverages)
already expired, but re-labelled with new expiry dates.

Eju Eldeber

The Indian police has seized 4 370 fake packets of tea mislabelled as a renowned brand.
Naveen Bharat The Indian Express

The Spanish authorities seized 16 tons of molluscs transported with falsified capture and
transport documents. The seafood products were also sold without proper sanitary measures,
thus probably not being fit for human consumption as well.

OCCRP

0o

¢ 0 6¢ 0e¢ 0 0 o0 ¢

Q

Pakistan
Milk and milk products

Replacement/ dilution/
addition/ removal
Unapproved treatment
and/or process

Italy

Fruits and vegetables
Soups, broths, sauces and
condiments

IPR - Intellectual property
rights

Mislabelling

Romania

Meat and meat products
(other than poultry)
Unapproved treatment
and/or process

Italy
Fruits and vegetables

IPR - Intellectual property
rights

Bolivia
Food

Mislabelling

India

Cocoa and cocoa
preparations, coffee and
tea

IPR - Intellectual property
rights

Spain

Bivalve molluscs and
products thereof
Cephalopods and
products thereof
Gastropods
Documents

September 2021 - JRC Food Fraud Monthly Report 2/4


https://dailytimes.com.pk/814240/contaminated-milk-discarded-in-gujranwala-rawalpindi-pfa/
https://ilsalvagente.it/2021/09/17/133562falso-pachino-igp-sequestrate-quasi-10mila-bottiglie-a-siracusa/
https://gazzettadelsud.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/09/17/la-frode-del-pomodoro-operazione-scarlatto-4-in-sicilia-e-in-provincia-di-reggio-calabria-485866f1-96c0-4377-a01b-412075ddc363/
https://www.corrieredellacalabria.it/2021/09/17/operazione-contro-frode-alimentare-due-denunce-nel-reggino/
https://www.calabriadirettanews.com/2021/09/17/frode-alimentare-sui-pomodori-in-calabria-e-sicilia-due-denunce-a-reggio/
https://www.calabriadirettanews.com/2021/09/17/frode-alimentare-sui-pomodori-in-calabria-e-sicilia-due-denunce-a-reggio/
https://www.zoom24.it/2021/09/17/frode-alimentare-pomodori-calabria-e-sicilia/
https://www.zoom24.it/2021/09/17/frode-alimentare-pomodori-calabria-e-sicilia/
https://gazetadecluj.ro/opc-cluj-a-gasit-la-carmangeria-moldovan-3-tone-de-carne-stricata-pregatita-pentru-mezeluri/
https://tg24.sky.it/palermo/2021/09/27/sequestro-capperi-eolie
https://winenews.it/it/frodi-alimentari-i-nas-sequestrano-13-000-chili-di-capperi-privi-di-tracciabilita-nelle-eolie_451840/
https://www.ilcittadinodimessina.it/news.asp?idz=4&idsz=0&idn=70172&R=rss
https://eju.tv/2021/09/cuatro-toneladas-de-alimentos-vencidos-y-adulterados-son-decomisados-en-santa-cruz/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ErnestoJustiniano+%28EJU.tv%29
https://eldeber.com.bo/economia/cuatro-toneladas-de-alimentos-vencidos-y-adulterados-son-decomisados-en-santa-cruz_248960
https://www.naveenbharat.in/panchkula-4370-fake-packets-of-tata-tea-recovered-manager-of-wholesale-shop-arrested/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/panchkula-4370-fake-packets-of-tata-tea-recovered-manager-of-wholesale-shop-arrested-7542677/
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/15187-spanish-authorities-take-on-illegal-mollusk-harvesting

Other interesting articles
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Dual quality food in Lithuania

An online article covers the topic of “dual-quality food” as experienced in Lithuania.
LRT

China increases rewards for whistleblowers

The Chinese government will double the current reward for whistleblowers reporting safety
problems or misconduct with consumer products.
Nikkei Asia

2020 Annual Report on food frauds

The European Commission has published the 2020 annual report of the EU Agri-Food Fraud
Network (EU FFN) and the Administrative Assistance and Cooperation system for Food Fraud
(AAC-FF).

2020 annual report
Europe (EN - FR)

Food Authenticity Network
Food Safety News

Affidia Agence

Honey fraud

An online article discusses the challenges presented by frauds in the honey sector.
Food Safety Tech

Non-compliances for fresh fruits and vegetables

During summer the Italian authorities have performed more than 1 000 controls on the fruits
and vegetables chain, finding 17% of non-compliances, especially for products mislabelled
as being from Italy.

Abruzzo Live Agricultura AskaNews Giornale di Sicilia Terra
& Vita Corriere Ortofrutticolo Italia Fruit News CIA

Food fraud and cotton

An online magazine published a long article dedicated to food fraud and counterfeit cotton.
The Guardian

Fraud in the wine sector

An online article addresses frauds in the wine sector, quoting a report which claims “20% of
wine sold worldwide is fake”.
MSN

Fraud in the salmon supply chain

An online magazine addresses the topic of fraud and mislabelling affecting the salmon
supply chain.
National Geographic

Optimal Policy Response to Food Fraud

An online article discusses the potential strategies to counter food fraud from a policy
perspective.
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https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/verslas/4/1476567/kokakola-ar-sokoladas-vakaruose-skanesni-nei-lietuvoje-vmvt-neslepia-skirtinga-maisto-kokybe-vis-dar-kelia-susirupinima
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Consumer/China-doubles-reward-for-consumer-fraud-whistleblowers-to-up-to-155-000
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-09/ff_ffn_annual-report_2020_1.pdf
http://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/list/tag/food%20fraud%20network
https://affidiajournal.com/en/the-2020-annual-report-of-the-eu-agri-food-fraud-network-is-online
https://agenceurope.eu/en/bulletin/article/12787/15
https://agenceurope.eu/fr/bulletin/article/12787/15
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/09/food-fraud-discussions-continue-to-rise-in-europe/#more-207197
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/why-is-honey-fraud-such-a-problem/
https://abruzzolive.it/ispettorato-frodi-alimentari-registrate-il-17-di-irregolarita-nel-settore-dellortofrutta/
https://www.agricultura.it/2021/09/15/sicurezza-alimentare-battistoni-da-icqrf-piu-controlli-in-estate-su-filiera-ortofrutticola/
https://www.askanews.it/economia/2021/09/15/battistoni-mipaaf-rafforzati-controlli-in-settore-ortofrutta-pn_20210915_00076/
https://gds.it/speciali/terra-e-gusto/2021/09/15/ispettorato-frodi-alimentari17-irregolarita-ortofrutta-a1eb6c42-34bf-43d2-ac5e-6f30305b4d7b/
https://terraevita.edagricole.it/featured/origine-dellortofrutta-irregolarita-sul-17-dei-controlli-dellicqrf/
https://terraevita.edagricole.it/featured/origine-dellortofrutta-irregolarita-sul-17-dei-controlli-dellicqrf/
http://www.corriereortofrutticolo.it/2021/09/16/repressione-frodi-oltre-un-migliaio-operatori-controllati-17-irregolare/
http://www.italiafruit.net/DettaglioNews/62535/mercati-e-imprese/repressione-frodi-piu-controlli-sullortofrutta
https://www.ciatoscana.eu/home/frodi-alimentari-estate-di-controlli-a-tutela-ortofrutta-irregolari-il-17
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2021/sep/16/food-fraud-counterfeit-cotton-detectives-untangling-global-supply-chain
https://www.msn.com/en-us/foodanddrink/foodnews/a-large-portion-of-wines-sold-worldwide-are-fake-experts-say/ar-AAOwCts?li=BBnb2gh
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/why-you-might-not-be-getting-the-salmon-you-paid-for
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Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics

Fraud affecting the seafood sector in Greece

A scientific paper reports mislabelling rates of 13.5% for 114 ray products collected from
fishmongers, open markets, supermarkets, and restaurants across Greece. The researchers
analysed the seafood products through DNA barcoding, highlighting that 3.5% of the
samples belonged to protected species.

Food Control

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service
Joint Research Centre
@) EU Science Hub  [[J @EU_ScienceHub [ EU Science Hub - Joint Research Centre

ec.europaeufjrc
[ Eu science Hub [} Joint Research Centre

b Greece

@ Fish and fish products
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If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food

Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P_Newsroom.

For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form.
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https://jareonline.org/articles/optimal-policy-response-to-food-fraud/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713521006551?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5

