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Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu) 
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflec t the frequency of foo d 

fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 

responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 
regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

 
The authorities seized in total 1 500 litres and almost 3 000 bottles of liquor illegally 

produced. 

 Semana El Pais el Colombiano Semana Infobae   

 
Colombia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities destroyed 27.5 tons of fish (shad and pati) without any documentation. 

Argentina.gob    
Argentina 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Grey market 

   

Researchers have analysed the quality and accuracy of labels from 672 seafood products 

(hoki, prawns, sharks and rays, snapper, squid and cuttlef ish,  and tuna),  uncovering a 

mislabelling rate of 11.8% through DNA barcoding. 

Scientific Reports The Guardian Western Advocate Port Stephens 

Examiner Illawarra Mercury Matiland Mercury Newcastle Herald

 Smart Company  Abc  

 
Australia 

 
Cephalopods and 

products thereof 

Crustaceans and 

products thereof 
Fish and fish products 

 
Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

Misbranding 

   

The authorities seized 4 500 litres of fake colonial wine made of ethyl alcohol and dyes , 

flavoured with grapes and other chemicals. The inspectors also found fake labels from 

famous brands. 

Gov.br Band Globo Rural  

 
Brazil 

 
Wine 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

Counterfeit 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.semana.com/nacion/medellin/articulo/cuidado-incautan-mas-de-1500-litros-de-licor-adulterado-en-plena-feria-de-las-flores-en-medellin/202303/
https://www.elpais.com.co/colombia/incautan-en-medellin-casi-3000-botellas-de-licor-adulterado-que-se-iban-a-vender-durante-la-feria-de-las-flores-0225.html
https://www.elcolombiano.com/medellin/desmantelan-presunta-red-criminal-de-licor-adulterado-en-medellin-CG22067104
https://www.semana.com/nacion/medellin/articulo/desmantelaron-red-familiar-en-medellin-dedicada-a-la-produccion-de-licor-adulterado/202353/
https://www.infobae.com/colombia/2023/08/02/fiscalia-captura-a-cinco-integrantes-de-una-familia-que-fabricaba-licor-adulterado-en-medellin/
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/chaco-se-destruyeron-mas-de-27-ton-de-pescado-con-documentacion-adulterada
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-023-37066-4
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/04/seafood-labels-labelling-australia-dna-tests
https://www.westernadvocate.com.au/story/8295455/dna-tests-expose-scale-of-sham-seafood-sales/?cs=12
https://www.portstephensexaminer.com.au/story/8295455/dna-tests-expose-scale-of-sham-seafood-sales/?cs=12
https://www.portstephensexaminer.com.au/story/8295455/dna-tests-expose-scale-of-sham-seafood-sales/?cs=12
https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/8295455/dna-tests-expose-scale-of-sham-seafood-sales/?cs=12
https://www.maitlandmercury.com.au/story/8295455/dna-tests-expose-scale-of-sham-seafood-sales/?cs=12
https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/8295455/dna-tests-expose-scale-of-sham-seafood-sales/?cs=12
https://www.smartcompany.com.au/industries/hospitality/dna-tests-expose-massive-mislabelling-seafood-australia/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-08-04/fishy-labelling-confuses-consumers-minderoo-study/102689544
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/operacao-apreende-vinho-colonial-falsificado-no-parana
https://www.band.uol.com.br/agro/noticias/vinho-fake-fabrica-misturava-alcool-com-aroma-de-uva-para-enganar-consumidores-16621919
https://globorural.globo.com/noticia/2023/08/fiscalizacao-apreende-vinho-colonial-falsificado-no-parana.ghtml
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A man has been accused of having illegally exported 3 000 tons of live c rab to  Japan , 
China and South Korea (total value of 24 700 Euros). 
Noti Ulti   

 
Russia 

 
Crustaceans and 

products thereof 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 16 tonnes of illegally imported powder milk from Uganda, ready to 

be rebranded with labels from local brands. 

The Star  The Star  

 
Kenya 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Counterfeit 

Grey market 
   

The authorities seized 24 000 bottles of contraband liquor. 

Oman Observer    
Oman 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   

Between January and August the authorities seized 90 tons of contraband sugar and 16.4 

tons of contraband foreign parboiled rice. 

Concise  Daily Post Politics Nigeria  

 
Nigeria 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 54 tons of flour, 28 tons of rice and 24 tons of oil without sanitary 
certifications. 
Los Tiempos  

 
Bolivia 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Fats and oils 

 
Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 2.7 tons of contraband chickens. 
Noticias ahora   

Bolivia 

 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 10.3 tons of contraband pork. 
The Thaiger   

Thailand 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 
Grey market 

   
The authorities seized in total 8 tons of smuggled sugar. 
New Age Bd New Age Bd   

Bangladesh 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 
Grey market 

   

https://www.notiulti.com/el-caso-de-oleg-kan-sospechoso-de-contrabandear-un-cangrejo-por-valor-de-2-600-millones-de-rublos-fue-llevado-a-los-tribunales/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/realtime/2023-08-06-officials-seize-16-tonnes-of-powdered-milk-in-eastleigh/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/realtime/2023-08-12-crimes-of-the-week-kayole-cop-killed-by-thugs-as-16-tonnes-powder-milk-is-seized/
https://www.omanobserver.om/article/1141145/oman/rop/oman-customs-confiscate-over-24000-alcoholic-beverage-bottles
https://concise.ng/customs-seize-n1-17bn-contrabands-in-eight-months/
https://dailypost.ng/2023/08/10/customs-seizes-contraband-goods-worth-over-one-billion-naira/
https://politicsnigeria.com/antelope-lion-bone-listed-as-customs-announces-seizure-of-n1bn-contraband-goods/
https://www.lostiempos.com/actualidad/economia/20230811/plan-del-sur-logra-comiso-106-toneladas-harina-arroz-aceite-contrabando
https://noticias-ahora.com/capturado-contrabando-pollos-pdval-merida/
https://thethaiger.com/news/eastern-thailand/illegal-pork-smuggling-operation-busted-over-10-tonnes-from-nakhon-pathom-and-nakhon-ratchasima-seized-in-chonburi-crackdown-2
https://www.newagebd.net/article/209220/three-held-with-4000kg-smuggled-sugar-in-chhatak
https://www.newagebd.net/article/210892/3-held-with-4000kg-smuggled-sugar-in-sunamganj
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The authorities seized 14 tons of meat and fish without legal labels or valid import 
documentation. 
Khmer Times  

 
Cambodia 

 
Fish and fish products 

Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 13.8 tons of contraband ration rice. 
The Hindu The Hindu Times of India   

India 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 
Grey market 

   

Ten people died after consuming waragi (a local liquor) adulterated with methanol. 
Monitor    

Uganda 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 
   
The authorities closed a company and seized 34 tons of food with manipulated expiry 
dates and/or not suitable for human consumption. 
Sevilla  La Vanguardia The leader Euro Weekly News  

 
Spain 

 
Food 

 
Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

Misbranding 

   

The authorities seized 18 800 litres of spurious drinks adulterated with hazardous 
chemicals, loose non-food grade colours, artificial sweeteners , unc lean tap water,  and 
other harmful ingredients. 
The Nation  

 
Pakistan 

 
Non-alcoholic beverages 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The authorities seized several tons of meat illegally slaughtered in an unauthorised 
slaughterhouse. 
Urdu Point  

 
Pakistan 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 
Grey market 

   

Four people died after consuming adulterated alcoholic beverages. 
Khmer Times   

Cambodia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   
The authorities destroyed 8.8 tons of beef and seafood (crabs, shrimps and squids) 
without proper declarations or quality certifications; in some cases the products were not 
suitable for human consumption. 
Khmer Times  

 
Cambodia 

 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and 

https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501345309/14-tonnes-of-substandard-frozen-meat-burned-in-kandal-province/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/5-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized/article67210652.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/8-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized/article67223953.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/two-held-for-smuggling-850kg-of-pds-rice/articleshow/103098388.cms
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/kyotera-authorities-ban-liquor-after-killing-10-residents-4340202
https://sevilla.abc.es/andalucia/malaga/cierran-empresa-venta-comida-marbella-falsificar-fecha-20230821103853-nts.html
https://www.lavanguardia.com/comer/al-dia/20230821/9177704/intervienen-mas-34-mil-kilos-alimentos-no-aptos-consumo-destino-espana.html
https://theleader.info/2023/08/21/34000-kilos-of-expired-food-for-sale-seized-in-torrevieja/
https://euroweeklynews.com/2023/08/22/34-tons-of-food-unfit-for-consumption-destined-for-spain-and-portugal-seized-in-alicante-madrid-and-malaga/
https://www.nation.com.pk/22-Aug-2023/pfa-unearths-fake-beverages-unit-disposes-of-18-800-litre-spurious-drinks
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/illegal-slaughter-house-sealed-huge-quantity-1741353.html
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501348061/4-dead-after-consuming-spurious-liquor-in-kampot/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501350239/more-than-8-tonnes-of-frozen-beef-and-frozen-seafood-burned-in-takeo-province/
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products thereof 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 
Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 25 tons of watermelon smuggled from Peru (total value of 42 300 
Euros). 
El Morrocotudo  

 
Chile 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Grey market 

 

GFSI & food fraud: a ten-year review 

An interesting article provides an overview of 10 years of food fraud prevention requirements under the Global Food Safety 

Initiative (GFSI). 

Trends in Food Science & Technology 

 

New detection methodology for oregano by the JRC 
The Joint Research Centre (JRC) has published a novel methodology combining digital PCR and metabarcoding by NGS to 

detect and quantify botanical impurities in commercial oregano. 
Foods  
 
New online tool by FSS against food frauds 
Food Standards Scotland (FSS) has launched its Food Crime Risk Profiling Tool which allows companies to  assess their 

vulnerabilities to food crimes. 

Food Standards Scotland   
 
The economics of a food fraud incident 
A scientific article outlines the economics of four famous food fraud cases, highlighting the related drivers and costs. 

Food Control  

 

 

Food Integrity T.5 
Text and Data Mining  

 
Joint Research Centre 

 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©Africa Studio  stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White  stock.adobe.com 
©UBE  stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio  stock.adobe.com 

If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for 
Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.  
For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

Other interesting articles 

https://www.elmorrocotudo.cl/noticia/economia/sandias-calas-sag-intercepta-25-toneladas-de-esta-fruta-proveniente-clandestinament
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tifs.2023.07.014
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-8158/12/16/2998
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/news-and-alerts/fss-launches-new-online-tool-to-protect-businesses-from-food-crime
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodcont.2016.07.015
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5
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