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Food Fraud Cases
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Spanish researchers investigated the impact of mislabelling and substitution of fish in
Spain. Species included: anchovy, hake, tuna, blue withing. 7 out of 401 samples
(1.9%) were mislabelled. The total proportion of mislabelling was 0% in blue whiting,
2.4% in anchovy, 4.17% in hake and 5.2% in tuna.

Scientific Reports

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) seized 10 000 litres of milk adulterated with urea
fertiliser and chemicals.
Urdu Point

Between September and December 2020, the Federal Agency for the Safety of the
Food Chain (AFSCA) seized almost 80 tons of tuna fish. 92% of non-compliant
products originated from Asia. Illegal unapproved treatments include treatment with
carbon monoxide and injection of nitrates and nitrates, in order to preserve the
appearance of freshness given by the red colour.

AFSCA Sud Info LaProvince DHNet Vilt GreenMe Food Safety News

The Italian authorities seized 4 tons of seafood lacking the required traceability
documentation, and sometimes not properly stored.

La Nazione

In another operation, the authorities seized 4 additional tons of fish products not
respecting the traceability requirements, especially red tuna.

Consumatore

Other 2 tons of seafood with no documentation has been seized.
News Sicilia Catania Today
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-91020-w
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/urea-fertilizer-for-preparing-10000-milk-rec-1265752.html
https://www.favv-afsca.be/professionnels/publications/presse/2021/2021-06-02.asp
https://www.sudinfo.be/id397197/article/2021-06-02/fraude-dans-le-secteur-du-thon-pres-de-80-tonnes-ont-ete-saisies-pas-lafsca
https://laprovince.sudinfo.be/792755/article/2021-06-02/fraude-dans-le-secteur-du-thon-pres-de-80-tonnes-ont-ete-saisies-pas-lafsca
https://www.dhnet.be/conso/consommation/l-afsca-saisit-pres-de-80-tonnes-de-thon-frelate-le-consommateur-risque-l-intoxication-alimentaire-60b7270e9978e20c601e7497
https://vilt.be/nl/nieuws/favv-spoort-frauduleuze-praktijken-in-de-tonijnindustrie-op
https://www.greenme.it/mangiare/allerte-alimentari/tonno-monossido-di-carbonio-sequestro/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/06/almost-80-tons-of-tuna-seized-in-belgian-fraud-operation/
https://www.lanazione.it/firenze/cronaca/sequestro-quattro-tonnellate-pesce-toscana-1.6444410
https://www.consumatore.com/2021/06/06/pesce-non-tracciato-controlli-filiera-alimenti/
https://newsicilia.it/sicilia/cronaca/operazione-tuna-fish-sea-and-landing-controlli-nei-porti-siciliani-sequestrate-due-tonnellate-di-pesce/684150
https://www.cataniatoday.it/cronaca/guardia-costiera-sequestro-pesce-senza-documentazione.html
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The Federal Highway Police (PRF) seized one ton of Brazilian nuts ready to be
smuggled with fake documentation into Bolivia.
G1 Globo

In the Pursat Province, 13 people died and other 80 have been hospitalised after
drinking rice wine adulterated with methanol.

Khmer Times Phnom Penh Post Khmer Times  Xinhuanet
Sina The Cambodian News Urdu Point The Cambodian Times Khmer
Times Khmer Times Urdu Point Khmer Times The Star

Following the death of seven people, Cambodia's top consumer protection agency
destroyed 27 756 bottles of dong quai wine adulterated with methanol.
Khmer Times The Phnom Penh Post The Star

The Pakistan authorities seized almost 2 tons of milk diluted with water.
Urdu Point

Operation Lake, led by Europol between November 2020 and June 2021, led to the
seizure of 1 million immature glass eels (387 kg) and 25 kg of adult eels from a
threatened species, ready to be exported to the Asian market. The total value is
estimated to be worthy 1.24 million euros. Fifty people have been arrested.

Securing Industry

Researchers from Taiwan DNA-barcoded 121 samples from sushi restaurants,
discovering a mislabelling rate of 17-36%.
Food Control

At least 12 people got sick after consuming thawed yellowfin tuna in restaurants,
probably contaminated with added water and nitrites/nitrates.
Food Safety News

The Brazilian authorities seized 3 tons of food products with a fake expiry date,
potentially threatening consumer health.
G1 Globo

The Civil Guard dismantled a criminal organisation selling conventional sunflower and
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https://g1.globo.com/ro/rondonia/noticia/2021/06/04/prf-apreende-quase-uma-tonelada-de-castanha-em-caminhonete-na-br-425.ghtml
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50867146/eight-dead-and-76-warded-for-suspected-rice-wine-poisoning/
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/pursat-wine-poisoning-kills-8
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50866975/seven-villagers-die-of-tainted-rice-wine-in-pursat/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-06/03/c_139987624.htm
http://english.sina.com/world/as/2021-06-03/detail-ikqcfnaz8977068.shtml
https://www.thecambodianews.net/news/269746610/10-dead-after-drinking-adulterated-rice-wine-in-nw-cambodia
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/world/thirteen-people-die-of-methanol-poisoning-at-1268983.html
https://www.cambodiantimes.com/news/269746610/10-dead-after-drinking-adulterated-rice-wine-in-nw-cambodia
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50867852/pursat-province-wine-poisoning-death-toll-increases-to-13/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50867852/pursat-province-wine-poisoning-death-toll-increases-to-13/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50868642/couple-arrested-over-rice-wine-poisoning-deaths-in-pursat/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/world/thirteen-people-die-of-methanol-poisoning-at-1268983.html
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50867644/13-now-dead-in-latest-alcohol-poisoning-case-death-toll-now-34-in-4-weeks/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/06/04/10-dead-after-drinking-adulterated-rice-wine-in-nw-cambodia-as-covid-19-cases-continue-to-rise
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50876974/27756-bottles-of-adulterated-wine-destroyed/
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/nearly-30000-bottles-dong-quai-wine-destroyed-after-killing-seven
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/06/18/cambodia-30-000-bottles-of-dong-quai-wine-destroyed-after-seven-killed-major-drug-bust-by-cops
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-launches-crackdown-against-1270115.html
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/major-glass-eel-trafficking-ring-taken-down-by-eu-op/s104/a13544/#.YL5S5OdS9kJ
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713521004023?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/06/tuna-suspected-for-a-dozen-illnesses-in-italy/
https://g1.globo.com/al/alagoas/noticia/2021/06/10/fiscalizacao-apreende-3-toneladas-de-alimentos-vencidos-ou-com-validade-adulterada-em-maceio.ghtml
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rapeseed seeds mislabelled as “organic”.
Gente Digital

The Italian authorities seized 270 tons of canned tomatoes and legumes (total value
of 280 000 euros), with no traceability documentation and stored in poor hygiene
conditions.

Cronache Salerno

The Financial Guard seized 20 000 chocolate bars (total value of 50 000 euros)
falsely labelled with the Geographical Indication “Modica Chocolate”.
La Sicilia Web Corriere di Ragusa

A Member of the European Parliament, together with an NGO, denounced that a
significant proportion (7-14%) of Moroccan tomatoes are actually produced in the
Western Sahara, thus falsifying their origin.
Agroinformacion Bladi.net Yabiladi

Revista Alimentaria

The Indian authorities seized more than 90 tons of sugar utilised to adulterate palm
candies and jiggery (cane sugar product).
The Hindu

The Pakistan authorities seized 10 000 litres of beverages, potentially adulterated
with unhealthy hazardous chemicals.
Urdu Point

The consumer association Que choisir has analysed 26 bottles of extra virgin olive oil,
but 16 of them (61.5%) were actually of lower quality. Que Choisir pointed to a
decrease in olive oil authenticity year after year.

Que Choisir

The Italian authorities seized 5 500 bottles of alcoholic beverages with fake labels
and illegally produced. Labels from famous brands were falsified as well.
Foggia Today Il Mattino di Foggia
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http://www.gentedigital.es/cordoba/noticia/3156778/sucesos--seis-investigados-por-estafa-y-falsedad-documental-en-el-comercio-de-semillas-ecologicas-por-europa/
https://www.cronachesalerno.it/pomodori-e-legumi-tra-la-sporcizia-i-sequestri/
https://www.lasiciliaweb.it/2021/06/16/maxi-sequestro-di-falso-cioccolato-di-modica/
https://corrierediragusa.it/cronaca/2021/06/16/sequestrate-20-000-confezioni-tarocche-del-cioccolato-di-modica-con-il-falso-marchio-igp
https://agroinformacion.com/denuncian-el-fraude-en-la-exportacion-de-tomate-del-sahara-etiquetado-como-marroqui-y-exigen-a-la-ce-que-lo-investigue/
https://www.bladi.net/maroc-fraude-exportation-tomates-sahara,83891.html
https://www.yabiladi.com/articles/details/111516/apres-eurodeputes-espagnols-tomate-marocaine.html
https://revistaalimentaria.es/opinion/frescos/desde-bruselas-el-acuerdo-ue-marruecos-perjudica-al-sector-del-tomate-de-la-ue
https://revistaalimentaria.es/opinion/frescos/desde-bruselas-el-acuerdo-ue-marruecos-perjudica-al-sector-del-tomate-de-la-ue
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/sugar/article34842146.ece
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-intensifies-crackdown-again-1283738.html
https://www.quechoisir.org/actualite-huiles-d-olive-des-tromperies-recurrentes-n92638/
https://www.foggiatoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-bottiglie-alcol-pericolose-video-blitz-autoparchi-cerignola.html
https://www.ilmattinodifoggia.it/video/la-tv-del-mattino/54688/la-gdf-di-foggia-fa-man-bassa-nell-emporio-della-mala-sequestrando-liquori-abiti-mascherine-contraffatti.html

property rights

Other interesting articles
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Food fraud report from Canada

The Arrell Food Institute has released a report focusing on food fraud taking place in
Canada.

Arrell Food Institute Food Authenticity Network

View on illegal fishing from the European Parliament

The Chair of the Fisheries Committee of the European Parliament shared his view on
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.
Euractiv

Scientific review on food fraud

A research journal has published an extensive scientific review on food fraud
covering the EU approach, connections between fraud and safety issues, and the
methodologies currently utilised to detect the phenomenon.

Trends in Food Science & Technology

Seafood and blockchain

An online magazine discusses the involvement of the blockchain technology in the
seafood chain.
The Guardian

Illegal pesticides withdrawn from the market

Europol coordinated the sixth edition of operation Silver Axe. The authorities of 35
countries seized 1 200 tons of counterfeit and illegal pesticides, with the help of the
European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF), the European Commission (DG SANTE), the European Crop Protection
Association (ECPA) and CropLife Europe.

Europol

New UN report covering agri-food crimes

The new report from the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research
Institute (UNICRI) devotes chapters on agri-food criminal organisations; on lllegal,
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing; and on trafficking in counterfeit and
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https://arrellfoodinstitute.ca/spotlight/food-fraud-in-canada/
http://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/report-on-food-fraud-in-canada
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/opinion/transparency-of-fishing-activities-is-essential-to-secure-sustainable-and-legal-seafood/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0924224421003848
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jun/09/hook-to-plate-how-blockchain-tech-can-turn-the-tide-for-sustainable-fishing-aoe
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/pesticides-worth-to-%E2%82%AC-80-million-in-criminal-profits-seized-during-operation-silver-axe-vi
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substandard pesticides.
UNICRI

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in
a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the
validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an
official position of the European Commission.
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If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food
Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.
For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form.
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http://unicri.it/Publications/Technology--Security-Countering-Criminal-Infiltrations-Legitimate-Supply-Chain
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5

