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Food Fraud Cases
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The Greek authorities recalled batches from several honey brands. The products were
adulterated with exogenous sugars and additional pigments (e.g. caramel colours) not legally
allowed in honey.

Efet

Decernis

The Spanish authorities, supported by Europol, dismantled a criminal organisation selling
adulterated saffron, arresting 17 people and investigating 13 additional suspects. The
authorities seized also 500 kg of the adulterated spice.

Saffron imported mostly from Iran was: a) mixed with floral remains, styles and stamens
(illegally increasing the volume); b) treated with unsafe colorants not authorised for human
consumption; and c) mislabelled as a Spanish PDO (a Geographical Indication).

Guardia Civil Europol Food Authenticity Securing Industry
OCCRP The Guardian Decernis

A scientific article published that 43% of fish products in Lima was mislabelled and replaced
with species of lesser economic value. Mislabelling was significantly higher in restaurants
compared to supermarkets and fish markets. Mislabelling was higher for cevicherias compared
to sushi-bars. The researchers even detected threatened species by using DNA barcode
sequencing.

Food Control Sci Dev Net
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https://www.efet.gr/index.php/el/enimerosi/deltia-typou/anakleiseis-cat/item/5029-anaklisi-partidon-melioy
https://decernis.com/how-not-to-sweeten-the-deal/
https://www.guardiacivil.es/es/prensa/noticias/7827_0.html
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/spice-worth-its-weight-in-gold-multi-million-euros-fake-saffron-trafficking-scheme-uncovered
http://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/list/tag/adulterated+saffron
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/adulterated-saffron-scam-busted-in-spain/s104/a13442/#.YJua6edS_E-
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/14367-gang-made-millions-selling-fake-saffron-as-high-quality-product
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/07/police-in-spain-arrest-17-in-raids-on-alleged-saffron-smugglers
https://decernis.com/yellow-is-not-always-golden/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713521003625?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://www.scidev.net/america-latina/news/detectan-fraude-alimentario-en-cevicherias-de-lima/
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Some Member States’ authorities, supported by Europol and Eurojust, arrested eight people
belonging to a criminal organisation trading bivalves unfit for human consumption. The
authorities investigated seven commercial companies and also seized 1.5 tons of mostly
Japanese clams.

The criminals falsified the origin of the bivalves (mostly Japanese clams) contaminated by
high level of toxins and pathogens. Taxes were evaded as well.

Guardia Civil Food Safety News

According to some analyses performed by an Italian journal, almost 50% (7 out of 15) of
tested extra-virgin olive oil bottles contains in reality olive oil of lower quality.
Il Salvagente Teatro Naturale Il Fatto Alimentare

The Italian authorities seized 8.6 tons of meat products (total value of 200 000 euros) lacking
any traceability documentation.
Salute Gov Ansa

The Spanish and lItalian authorities, in collaboration with Europol, dismantled a criminal
organisation counterfeiting medicines and selling them as food supplements. The authorities
seized 10 000 tabs, for a total value of 65 000 euros, containing the active substance
“Sildenafil” (the active pharmaceutical ingredient of Viagra®) and imported from China.

Il Fatto Alimentare

The Cambodian authorities confirmed the death of eleven people, following a funeral
ceremony, after drinking rice wine adulterated with methanol. A court has charged 13 people
(two producers and eleven vendors).

Khmer Times Sina English China.org.cn The Cambodian News
Voa Cambodia AP News New Indian Express

In a second case, other twelve people have died as well because of methanol contamination.
Khmer Times Wxow RFA Voa Cambodia

A scientific article found that 98% of tested common snook fillets from supermarkets were
replaced with other species, such as the Pacific bearded brotula, the Nile perch and the acoupa
weakfish. The authors conclude that there is a high rate of fraudulent labelling in the
marketing of common snook in the city of Santa Maria.

Heliyon

Within the context of Operation SLICE, the Spanish authorities seized more than 63 000
containers with meat products (total value of 1.19 million euros). The food was mislabelled as
regards the origin or the Geographical Indication (Gl) claimed on the label.

Food Safety News
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https://www.guardiacivil.es/es/prensa/noticias/7833.html
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/spanish-investigators-clamp-down-on-meat-shellfish-fraud-operations/#disqus_thread
https://ilsalvagente.it/2021/04/30/119792/
https://www.teatronaturale.it/pensieri-e-parole/editoriali/35912-io-sto-con-il-salvagente-chi-controlla-oggi-lo-scaffale-dell-olio-d-oliva.htm
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/olio-di-oliva-extravergine-chi-controlla-gli-scaffali-il-parere-di-morgiello-su-teatro-naturale-sul-test-della-rivista-il-salvagente.html
https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/news/p3_2_1_2_1.jsp?lingua=italiano&menu=notizie&p=nas&id=2219
https://www.ansa.it/canale_terraegusto/notizie/cibo_e_salute/2021/05/17/sequestrati-dai-nas-86-quintali-carne-privi-di-tracciabilita_bfcaecd6-5814-4cfe-9a63-33980f2aa898.html
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/nas-sequestro-integratori-spagna.html
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50859133/11-dead-from-drinking-adulterated-rice-wine-at-funeral/
http://english.sina.com/world/as/2021-05-19/detail-ikmxzfmm3402208.shtml
http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2021-05/19/content_77511984.htm
https://www.thecambodianews.net/news/269544954/xinhua-asia-pacific--summary-at-1000-gmt-may-19
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/adulterated-wine-suspected-in-deaths-of-cambodian-villagers/5896274.html
https://apnews.com/article/cambodia-lifestyle-wine-health-coronavirus-pandemic-7e46479ebc48d7fb5fd8554be656a9c1
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2021/may/26/more-cambodians-die-from-tainted-rice-wine-despite-crackdown-2307911.html
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50861476/9-more-die-in-new-alcohol-poisoning-incident-after-funeral/
https://wxow.com/2021/05/26/more-cambodians-die-from-tainted-rice-wine-despite-crackdown/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/wine-05262021192500.html
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/more-cambodians-die-from-tainted-rice-wine-despite-crackdown/5906371.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2405844021011981?dgcid=rss_sd_all
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/05/spanish-investigators-clamp-down-on-meat-shellfish-fraud-operations/#disqus_thread

Mislabelling

Other interesting articles
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Honey imports sued in USA

US beekeepers sued over imports of Asian honey. The adulteration in the honey sector is
increasing globally, according to the journal, with consequences on the international honey
market.

The Guardian Green Me

Agrifood today Il Salvagente

Seafood fraud under the spotlight

An online journal highlights the current frauds affecting the seafood sector.
Visao

The impact of Covid-19 pandemic on food frauds

An online journal highlights how the current pandemic has negatively impacted the
vulnerability of our food systems.
Food Safety Tech

Final Conference of the Oleum project

On the 17" and 18" of February 2021, the OLEUM project successfully held its final
conference. In total, over 400 people from different fields registered for the online meeting
to discover the results of the project and discuss the future possibilities to assure olive oil
quality and authenticity.

Oleum Project

New Act against illegal fishing in USA

The lllegal Fishing and Forced Labor Prevention Act was filed in USA to end illegal,
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, to expand transparency and to stop fraud affecting
the seafood sector.
Market Screener

Stimson Seafood source

OPSON IX report from Europol

Europol has released the analysis report of the operation OPSON IX. In terms of quantity,
animal food represent the most seized category of products. However, considering the value,
alcoholic beverages represent the first category of seized goods.

Europol
QR code for organic fruits and vegetables

Saudi Arabia has implemented a new traceability system where producers of organic
commodities (fruits and vegetables) have to mark their products with a dynamic QR code
sticker.

Gulf News
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in
a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/may/01/us-beekeepers-sue-over-imports-of-asian-fake-honey
https://www.greenme.it/mangiare/altri-alimenti/falso-miele-cinese-conseguenze-api/
https://www.agrifoodtoday.it/ambiente-clima/basta-miele-asiatico-apicoltori-statunitensi-fanno-causa.html
https://ilsalvagente.it/2021/05/07/120693/
https://visao.sapo.pt/visao_verde/2021-05-09-pesca-descontrolada-como-o-peixe-se-tornou-uma-vitima-da-pandemia/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=pesca-descontrolada-como-o-peixe-se-tornou-uma-vitima-da-pandemia
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/covid-19s-impact-on-food-industry-reaches-far-beyond-supermarket-shelves/
http://www.oleumproject.eu/news/newsletters/article/the-oleum-final-conference?mc_cid=d62dac7455&mc_eid=089a7bb0e3
https://www.marketscreener.com/news/latest/Congress-Introduces-Bold-New-Legislation-to-Combat-Illegal-Fishing-Seafood-Fraud--33229294/
https://www.stimson.org/2021/new-illegal-fishing-and-forced-labor-prevention-act-incorporates-stimson-recommendations/
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/congressmen-file-bill-to-combat-iuu-fishing-increase-simp-enforcement
https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-documents/operation-opson-ix-%E2%80%93-analysis-report
https://gulfnews.com/world/gulf/saudi/saudis-clamp-down-on-selling-fake-organic-products-1.79438809
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validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an
official position of the European Commission.
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If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food
Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.

For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form.
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https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5

