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Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu) 
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The Pakistan authorities seized 750 kg of fake tea leaves produced by mixing used tea leaves, 
soda and non-food grade colours. Hygiene conditions were not respected as well. 
The News 

 
In another operation, 1 ton of substandard tea leaves were confiscated because prepared with 
non-food grade colours. 
The News 

 
Pakistan 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, coffee and 

tea 

 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

According to the Ukraine State Service of Food Safety and Consumer Protection, in January-

March 2021 milk and dairy (especially butter) were the products most subject to food fraud, 

usually with the presence of non-dairy fats. Mislabelling was the second most common fraud. 

Open4Business 

 

 
Ukraine 

 
Milk and milk products 

 

Mislabelling 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

A recent WWF Report highlights that 30% of sturgeons in the lower Danube Region are offered 

for sale illegally. 

WWF 

 
Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia 

and Ukraine 

 
Fish and fish products 

 

Documents 

   

More than 25 people have died, and other 80 have been affected, after drinking alcoholic 

beverages illegally produced with methanol and refilled into empty bottles of famous brands. 

Food Safety Tech 

Food Safety News 

 
Dominican Republic 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

IPR – Intellectual property 

rights 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/816028-750kg-of-adulterated-tea-seized
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/820977-1-000-dead-chickens-substandard-tea-leaves-seized
https://open4business.com.ua/ukrainian-dairy-products-especially-butter-most-often-counterfeited/
https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/market_survey_final.pdf
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/an-unwelcome-message-in-a-bottle/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/04/deaths-in-dominican-republic-linked-to-tainted-alcohol/


 

  April 2021 – JRC Food Fraud Monthly Report  2/3    

©
 E

u
ro

pe
a
n 

U
ni

on
, 2

0
2

1
 

The Pakistan authorities seized 800 kg of spices adulterated with bran and other unhealthy 

ingredients. 

Urdu Point 

 
Pakistan 

 
Herbs and spices 

 

Replacement/ dilution/ 

addition/ removal 

Unapproved treatment 

and/or process 

   

The Italian authorities seized 4 477 tons of tomato sauce (total value of 3 million euros) 

mislabelled as “Made in Italy”, but in reality produced with tomatoes from non-EU countries.  

Great Italian Food Trade  Askanews AgenParl MyFruit 

RaiNews  Il Fatto Alimentare Corriere Fiorentino Il Denaro 

Toscana-Notizie  Help Consumatori Ansa Agrifood Today Fanpage 

Today  CIA Toscana 

 
Italy 

 
Soups, broths, sauces and 

condiments 

 

Mislabelling 

   

The Italian authorities seized a variety of products illegally sold by the same farm: 

 200 kg of fruits and vegetables mislabelled as ”own production” 

  4 750 litres of common wine mislabelled as “Merlot” or “Cabernet”, or counterfeited 
as the Geographical Indications “Vermentino” and “Ansonica” 

 11 000 litres of wine lacking any documentation (as e.g. traceability or origin) 
Il Giunco 
La Nazione 
Il Tirreno 

 
Italy 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

Wine 

 

Documents 

IPR – Intellectual property 

rights 

Mislabelling 

 

A review about olive oil fraud 
 

World 

A scientific journal has published a review providing an overview of the frauds in the olive oil 

sector and future solutions to tackle the phenomenon. 

Food Control 
Olive Oil Times 

 

Fats and oils 

   

2020 report of official controls in Italy 
 

Italy 

The Italian Ministry has published the 2020 report, summarising the efforts undertaken 

against food frauds. 70 thousands controls all over the Italian territory led to the seizure of 

22 million kg of products (for a total value of 21 million euros). 

Ministry website  2020 Report (in Italian, English, Chinese)  ANSA 

Fruit Journal  Italia Fruit News  Wine News 

 
Food 

   

IUU seafood worth 2 billion euros imported in USA in 2019 
 

USA 

According to the International Trade Commission of the United States, seafood caught via 

illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing with an estimated commercial value of 2 

billion euros was imported in USA in 2019 from e.g. China, Russia, Mexico, Indonesia and 

Vietnam. 

USA report  Seafood Source   

 
Bivalve molluscs and 

products thereof  

Cephalopods and 

products thereof  

Crustaceans and products 

thereof  

Fish and fish products 

Gastropods 

   

Food fraud mentioned in Europol Report  
 

EU 

Europol published the EU Serious Organised Crime (SOCTA) 2021 Report, analysing also the 
 

Food 

Other interesting articles 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-intensifies-action-against-1233176.html
https://www.greatitalianfoodtrade.it/consum-attori/conserve-di-pomodoro-petti-frode-in-commercio-maxi-sequestro-dei-rac
https://www.askanews.it/cronaca/2021/04/26/coldiretti-bene-contrasto-frodi-in-2020-17-pomodoro-da-cina-pn_20210426_00148/
https://agenparl.eu/consumi-stop-fordi-17-import-pomodoro-da-cina-coldiretti-trasparenza-e-legalita-per-la-produzione-veneta/
https://www.myfruit.it/in-primo-piano/2021/04/maxisequestro-di-pomodoro-di-provenienza-extra-ue.html
https://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/articoli/pomodoro-estero-spacciato-per-italiano-frode-sei-indagati-sequestrate-tonnellate-di-conserve-6a8aa76e-96b4-4dd0-a362-cb5590c96c20.html
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/maxi-sequestro-pomodoro.html
https://corrierefiorentino.corriere.it/firenze/notizie/cronaca/21_aprile_27/frode-maxi-sequestro-petti-utilizzati-pomodori-extra-ue-a35fe0e4-a72f-11eb-9951-74f290313b9f.shtml
https://www.ildenaro.it/indagini-sul-gruppo-petti-lanicav-la-trasparenza-prima-di-tutto-fiducia-nellazienda-e-negli-inquirenti/
https://www.toscana-notizie.it/web/toscana-notizie/-/inchiesta-su-frode-del-pomodoro-saccardi-tutelare-produttori-lavoratori-e-consumatori-
http://www.helpconsumatori.it/alimentazione/pomodoro-petti-codici-chiarire-la-qualita-dei-prodotti-gia-in-commercio/
https://www.ansa.it/toscana/notizie/2021/04/26/falso-pomodoro-100-italiano-sequestrate-4.477-tonnellate_fcb082e7-ce91-49f7-8581-d41f977110c2.html
https://www.agrifoodtoday.it/lavoro/passata-madeinitaly-frode.html
https://www.fanpage.it/attualita/passata-petti-inquirenti-non-e-pomodoro-italiano-e-la-piu-grande-frode-alimentare-mai-scoperta/
https://www.today.it/blog/unione-nazionale-consumatori/passata-di-pomodoro-petti-etichettata-come-prodotto-100-toscano-ma-non-e-italiano.html?utm_source=Newsletter+UNC&utm_campaign=64c8cfe0de-NewsLeScelteDelConsumatoreXXIII18_050521&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1ef3bd3c27-64c8cfe0de-186216085&ct=t(NewsLeScelteDelConsumatoreXXIII18_050521)&mc_cid=64c8cfe0de&mc_eid=5cbc6dd566
https://www.ciatoscana.eu/home/pomodoro-da-industria-brunelli-cia-toscana-bene-riapertura-stabilimento-garantire-proseguo-campagna-2021-e-tutelare-le-migliaia-di-aziende-agricole-conferitrici/
https://www.ilgiunco.net/2021/04/29/macellazione-clandestina-e-falsa-produzione-propria-sui-prodotti-imprenditore-denunciato-per-frode/
https://www.lanazione.it/grosseto/cronaca/imprenditore-agricolo-frodava-su-tutto-vino-frutta-verdura-e-carne-denunciato-1.6304468
https://iltirreno.gelocal.it/grosseto/cronaca/2021/04/30/news/frutta-e-verdura-da-fuori-maremma-vendute-come-produzione-propria-1.40217512
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713521000402#bib58
https://www.oliveoiltimes.com/grades/main-types-of-olive-oil-fraud-revealed/91799
https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/16771
https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/394
https://www.agrifoodtoday.it/blog/agralimenta/la-caccia-alle-frodi-al-made-in-italy-corre-anche-sulle-piattaforme-dell-e-commerce.html
https://fruitjournal.info/argomenti/4008-frodi-ortofrutta-mipaaf-report-2020-ispettorato-centrale-repressione-frodi-comparto-agroalimentare.html
https://www.italiafruit.net/DettaglioNews/60245/in-evidenza/frodi-in-ortofrutta-tutti-i-numeri-di-controlli-e-sanzioni
https://winenews.it/it/nel-2020-oltre-70-000-controlli-antifrode-con-sequestri-per-21-milioni-di-euro-i-dati-icqrf_439481/
https://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/pub5168.pdf
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/inadequacy-of-us-screening-system-for-iuu-risks-laid-bare-in-trade-study
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infiltration of criminal activities within the food sector. 

Europol 

   

An overview of global food frauds  
 

World/ UK 

An online review highlights and assesses food fraud and authenticity throughout the food 

supply chain, with a special focus on UK and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Food Control 

 
Food 

 

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in 
a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the 
validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an 
official position of the European Commission. 

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 

Joint Research Centre 
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If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food 
Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom. 

For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

 
 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/main-reports/european-union-serious-and-organised-crime-threat-assessment
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713521003091?dgcid=rss_sd_all#bib61
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

