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on Food Fraud and Adulteration

Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu)

Food Fraud Cases

In 2020, the UK’s Food Standards Agency (FSA) has discovered 37 cases where consumers of & UK

takeaways services paid high prices for cheap meat and fish, but mislabelled as premium
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According to the NGO Oceana, 44% of fish sold by fishmongers and restaurants is replaced Mexico
with another species. Notably, the percentages are quite dramatic for specific species: 100%
of merlin is replaced with mako shark (endangered species); 88% of red snapper; and 53% of
curvina is mislabelled. Tilapia (produced in Mexico by aquaculture) is often used for
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A popular online journal analysed 44 recent studies, for a totality of 9 000 seafood samples in World
more than 30 countries, finding that 36% were mislabelled and replaced with another species. _
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https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/takeaways-duping-customers-wrong-meat-23619835
https://www.milenio.com/politica/reportan-fraude-marlin-huachinango-restaurantes-pescaderias
https://vanguardia.com.mx/articulo/pescaderias-y-restaurantes-sustituyen-pescados-los-cambian-por-otros-mas-baratos
https://noticieros.televisa.com/ultimas-noticias/alertan-por-engano-en-la-venta-de-pescado-durante-cuaresma/
https://mvsnoticias.com/podcasts/ana-francisca-vega/que-pescado-pides-y-cual-te-dan-fraude-en-pescaderias-y-restaurantes/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/15/revealed-seafood-happening-on-a-vast-global-scale
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/15/is-your-fish-a-fake-how-to-spot-seafood-and-what-to-do-if-youre-suspicious
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/16/fish-detectives-the-sleuths-using-e-dna-to-fight-seafood
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/20/could-you-spot-the-fish-fake-test-your-seafood-detective-skills-in-our-quiz
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/20/could-you-spot-the-fish-fake-test-your-seafood-detective-skills-in-our-quiz
https://uk.style.yahoo.com/revealed-seafood-fraud-happening-vast-060054071.html?soc_src=social-sh&soc_trk=tw&tsrc=twtr
https://executivedigest.sapo.pt/fraude-a-escala-global-peixes-e-frutos-do-mar-de-mais-de-30-paises-rotulados-de-forma-incorreta/
https://www.greenme.it/consumare/sai-cosa-compri/frodi-pesce-gamberi-inchiesta/amp/
https://thefishsite.com/articles/study-suggests-seafood-fraud-on-a-vast-global-scale
https://orf.at/stories/3205374/
https://ilsalvagente.it/2021/03/15/114720/
https://atlantico.fr/article/decryptage/produits-de-la-mer---une-vaste-enquete-menee-a-partir-des-donnees-de-30-pays-differents-revele-une-fraude-massive-sur-les-poissons-et-les-crustaces-etiquettes-etude-the-guardian-consommateurs-beatrice-de-reynal
https://www.fanpage.it/attualita/un-terzo-del-pesce-che-compri-in-negozio-non-e-quello-che-leggi-sulletichetta/
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/guardian-article-puts-seafood-fraud-back-in-spotlight
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/food-and-drink/is-your-fish-a-fake-how-to-spot-seafood-fraud-1.4510628?localLinksEnabled=false
https://blogs.20minutos.es/la-gulateca/2021/03/17/fraude-global-con-el-pescado-casi-un-40-de-los-productos-estan-mal-etiquetados/
https://seafood.media/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=16&id=111953&l=e&special=0&ndb=0
https://www.retaildetail.eu/en/news/food/one-three-fish-lie-about-identity
https://www.foodandwine.com/news/seafood-fraud-rampant-new-report
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/rampant-fraud-revealed-global-food-193222403.html
https://www.inverse.com/mind-body/whats-in-that-fish-filet
https://www.eatthis.com/news-seafood-fraud-global-data/
https://www.stimson.org/2021/environmental-security-march-news-update-2/
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/guardian-prodotti-ittici-frodi.html
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/guardian-prodotti-ittici-frodi.html

The Brazilian authorities arrested a truck driver smuggling 7 tons of undeclared fish in
order to avoid taxes.
Correio do povo

Within the context of the operation “Nuova Nata”, the Italian authorities seized 7 tons of
seafood products with no traceability documentation. The products were supposed to enter the
market illegally.

Reqggio TV

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), as part of the enhanced fish species substitution
surveillance (2019 to 2020), reported that only 8% of fish samples were mislabelled in the
Canadian marketplace. Inspections focused on nice species: butterfish, cod, halibut, kingfish,
sea bass, snapper (red and other), sole, tuna and yellowtail.

Government of Canada Report
Market Insider Newswire

Food Authenticity The Guardian

The Italian Coast Guard seized 560 kg of whitebait fished illegally. It is forbidden to fish such
seafood products as a highly damaging practice for the marine ecosystems.

Corriere di Taranto

La Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno

The Italian authorities seized other 600 kg of fish lacking any traceability documentation.
La Sicilia web

Giornale di Sicilia
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Other interesting articles

© European Union, 2021

Linking Covid-19 pandemic and food fraud cases

Several online articles discuss the connection between the Covid-19 pandemic and any
related vulnerability in the food chains.
Most probably, “the conditions created by the pandemic have increased food fraud
vulnerability but that there was insufficient evidence of ‘dramatic’ increases in specific
COVID-19-related food fraud incidents.”

Global Food Safety Resources IFST

Mondag Walker Morris

Food fraud resilience self-assessment tool

The UK National Food Crime Unit (NFCU) has developed a self-assessment tool for
businesses in order to decrease their vulnerability against food frauds.
Food Gov UK

Chinese guidance against counterfeit seeds
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https://www.correiodopovo.com.br/notícias/polícia/operação-conjunta-flagra-transporte-de-mais-sete-toneladas-de-pescado-com-nota-fraudada-1.587260
https://www.reggiotv.it/notizie/cronaca/71428/operazione-nuova-nata-7000-kg-pesce-sequestrato-sanzioni-200-mila-euro-foto-video
https://www.canada.ca/en/food-inspection-agency/news/2021/03/government-of-canada-takes-action-on-fish-fraud.html
https://inspection.canada.ca/science-and-research/our-research-and-publications/report/eng/1616420451614/1616420452192
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/government-of-canada-takes-action-on-fish-fraud-1030242846
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-takes-action-on-fish-fraud-830823696.html
http://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/canadian-food-inspection-agency-report-on-fish-species-substituti?context=tag-fish+fraud
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/mar/30/canada-declares-fish-crackdown-but-leaves-out-restaurants
https://www.corriereditaranto.it/2021/03/29/guardia-costiera-raffica-di-controlli-e-multe/
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/taranto/1289780/taranto-pesca-illegale-di-bianchetto-sequestrati-600-chili-di-novellame-ancora-vivo.html
https://www.lasiciliaweb.it/2021/03/31/catania-sorpresi-a-vendere-pesce-in-un-rifornimento-della-tangenziale/
https://agrigento.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/03/31/pescato-senza-tracciabilita-proveniente-dallagrigentino-sequestri-e-multe-per-4-500-euro-b9a47245-44ee-403d-9d14-f6c841016086/
https://globalfoodsafetyresource.com/trending-less-recalls-in-2020-but-increases-in-food-fraud-predicted-ahead/
https://ifst.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/fsat.3510_1.x?campaign=wolearlyview
https://www.mondaq.com/Article/1044374
https://www.walkermorris.co.uk/publications/food-drink-update-march-2021/has-the-incidence-of-food-fraud-increased-during-the-pandemic/?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=LinkedIn-integration
https://www.food.gov.uk/food-fraud-resilience-self-assessment-tool
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The Chinese Agriculture Ministry has released a guidance document, directed to law
enforcement personnel, about identifying substandard or counterfeit seeds. Falsification of
seeds causes several problems for farmers around the world.

Securing Industry

EU fisheries control system under revision

In March, the EU Parliament voted the EU Commission’s proposal to revise the fisheries
control system. The proposal aims at improving the traceability of seafood products along
the food chain, as well as fighting illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.

European Parliament Research Service

DNR

Seafood Source

Spotlight on honey adulteration

An online magazine discusses the global situation in the honey sector, with a reference to
fraudulent activities taking place in China.

Daily Mail

A similar narrative is found in other online articles.
Apicoltore Moderno News Medicalnet Italia News

70% of milk in Pakistan adulterated

According to a report produced by national institutions, it seems that 70% of milk produced
in Pakistan is adulterated with hazardous chemicals, threatening consumer health.
The Nation

Honey sector affected by adulteration in Rwanda

Sugar syrup and crushed yellow bananas are just two examples of adulteration practices
affecting the honey sector in Rwanda, raising concerns from national authorities and health
practitioners.

The New Times The New Times

Geographical Indications more protected in EU and China

A bilateral agreement between the European Union and China has recently entered into force.
Hundreds of Geographical Indications (Gls) from both regions will be protected in their
territories, providing mutual commercial benefits.
European Union website Diario de Jerez

Fresh Plaza oriGlIn

Second JRC study on dual food quality

The Joint Research Centre published the results of the second part of an EU-wide quality
comparison of food products marketed under the same branding. The first 2019 study
focused on differences in composition, whereas this second study investigated if such
differences can be perceived by human senses.

Commission press release JRC study

Gandul Capital G4 media Stirile TV Ziare

Euractiv Ziar DC News Economica Bursa
Financial Intelligence Europost EU Monitor The European Sting
Europa Nu Pub Affairs Bruxelles Aquieuropa Business AM

Euractiv Capital Do rzeczy Radio Zet
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https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/china-takes-aim-at-fake-seeds-in-grain-security-drive/s104/a13085/#.YD_DfOd7nad
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)642281
https://www.dnr.de/eu-koordination/eu-umweltnews/2021-wasser-meere/parlament-fuer-bessere-fischereikontrollen-meistens/
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/european-parliament-votes-to-support-new-fisheries-control-system
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9328285/Has-China-messed-honey-Far-honey-sold-worlds-bees-produce.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1490&ito=1490
http://www.apicoltoremoderno.it/miele-il-rischio-delle-contraffazioni/
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20210316/Investigating-Food-Fraud-in-the-Honey-Industry.aspx
https://www.initalianews.it/salute-e-benessere/miele-contraffatto-una-realta-difficile-da-combattere/
https://nation.com.pk/08-Mar-2021/only-healthy-milk
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/surge-adulterated-honey-puts-local-industry-risk
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/rwanda-fda-bans-products-honey-hive
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjF7paPubLvAhVK26QKHbidBMEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Fsites%2Finfo%2Ffiles%2Ffood-farming-fisheries%2Ffood_safety_and_quality%2Fdocuments%2Finfographic-factsheet-eu-china-agreement_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2ST1sMc7bB6UC5F4M2NwdK
https://www.diariodejerez.es/jerez/bodegas-vino-brandy-jerez-fraudes-china_0_1554446623.html
https://www.freshplaza.com/article/9301645/eu-china-agreement-on-gi-products-comes-into-effect/
https://www.origin-gi.com/117-uk/news/15576-02-03-2021-china-eu-entry-into-force-of-the-gis-stand-alone-bilateral-agreement.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_1301
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/results-eu-wide-comparison-quality-related-characteristics-branded-food-products-part-2-sensory
https://www.gandul.ro/stiri-2/studiu-produse-alimentare-comercializate-sub-marci-identice-dar-cu-compozitie-diferita-19605731
https://www.capital.ro/a-fost-publicat-raportul-privind-dublul-standard-la-produsele-alimentare-din-ue-ce-diferente-au-fost-descoperite.html
https://www.g4media.ro/dublul-standard-la-alimente-raport-al-comisiei-europene-o-treime-din-produsele-cu-ambalaje-identice-sau-similare-in-intreaga-ue-aveau-o-compozitie-diferita.html
http://stiri.tvr.ro/anpc-comisia-europeana-a-publicat-partea-a-doua-a-raportului-privind-dublul-standard-la-produsele-alimentare-din-ue_881943.html#view
https://ziare.com/stiri/eveniment/rezultatul-surprinzator-al-unui-studiu-european-despre-dublul-standard-de-calitate-al-produselor-comisia-europeana-a-publicat-partea-a-doua-a-raportului-1669191
https://www.euractiv.ro/agricultura/comisia-a-gasit-diferente-de-gust-intre-produse-vandute-sub-acelasi-brand-in-mai-multe-state-membre-23495
https://www.ziar.com/news=13468666
https://www.dcnews.ro/dublul-standard-dovedit-produse-identice-cu-compozitie-diferita-in-mai-multe-magazine-din-europa_809626.html
https://www.economica.net/comisia-europeana-a-publicat-cea-de-a-doua-parte-a-studiului-privind-standardele-diferite-pentru-aceleasi-marci-de-produse_500264.html
https://www.bursa.ro/anpc-9-procente-din-produsele-prezentate-ca-fiind-aceleasi-in-intreaga-ue-aveau-in-realitate-o-compozitie-diferita-44836247
https://financialintelligence.ro/anpc-comisia-europeana-a-publicat-partea-a-doua-a-raportului-privind-dublul-standard-la-produsele-alimentare-din-ue/
https://europost.eu/en/a/view/study-on-dual-food-quality-shows-clear-differences-in-half-of-tested-goods-33683
https://www.eumonitor.eu/9353000/1/j9vvik7m1c3gyxp/vlhchgzcady5?ctx=vg9pjpw5wsz1&start_tab1=170
https://europeansting.com/2021/03/23/dual-food-quality-commission-releases-study-on-sensory-differences-in-food-products/
https://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vlhchgzcady5/nieuws/dual_food_quality_commission_releases?ctx=vhsih95vppua&s0e=vhdubxdwqrzw
https://www.pubaffairsbruxelles.eu/dual-food-quality-commission-releases-study-on-sensory-differences-in-food-products-eu-commission-press/
http://www.aquieuropa.com/noticia/68939-la-comision-publica-un-informe-sobre-la-calidad-de-los-alimentos-europeos
https://businessam.be/geen-discriminatie-op-voedselmarkt-europese-unie/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/new-report-reiterates-there-is-no-east-west-divide-in-food-quality/
https://www.capital.bg/biznes/kompanii/2021/03/24/4189596_prouchvane_na_ek_otkri_razliki_v_kachestvoto_na/
https://dorzeczy.pl/kraj/177497/ke-czesc-zywnosci-rozni-sie-smakiem-lub-wygladem-decyduje-kraj-sprzedazy.html
https://biznes.radiozet.pl/News/Raport-UE.-Produkty-gorszej-jakosci-transportowane-do-Polski
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Published initiative on wine fraud

The European Commission opened the feedback period for the published initiative “Wine
fraud - EU database for chemical analysis to protect the identity, origin and quality of
wines”.

Have your say website EU News Wine News Sicilia Notizie Oqggi

Energy Dispersive X-Ray Fluorescence (ED-XRF) spectroscopy suitable to fight food frauds,
JRC says

The JRC has demonstrated the feasibility of using a combination of Energy Dispersive X-Ray
Fluorescence (ED-XRF) spectroscopy and pattern recognition techniques to support the fight
against food fraud. The elemental fingerprint of food changes according to its geographical
as well as botanical origin, manufacturing processes and agricultural production system
(organic or conventional).

EU Science Hub Securing Industry

Beverage sector widely affected by food fraud

According to the Lloyd’s Register survey, 97% of senior executives in the beverage sector
reported that their businesses have been affected by food frauds during the last year. 80%
of them also agree that food fraud is a growing concern.

New Food Magazine Food and Drink Business

FAO booklet on food fraud

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
published the booklet “Food Fraud - intention, detection and management’”.
FAQO website

t’ EU
@ Wine
t, EU
@ Food
World
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food fraud in
a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any responsibility for the
validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be regarded as stating an

official position of the European Commission.

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service
Joint Research Centre

@) EU Science Hub  [[J @EU_ScienceHub [ EU Science Hub - Joint Research Centre
ec.europa.eufjrc
EU Science Hub (] Joint Research Centre
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If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food

Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: KCFFQ Newsroom.
For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12729-Analytical-databank-of-isotopic-data-wine-antifraud-tool-implementing-rules-
https://www.eunews.it/2021/03/22/vino-commissione-ue-vuole-rafforzare-la-banca-dati-le-frodi/144943
https://winenews.it/it/le-frodi-rubano-al-mercato-del-vino-ue-13-miliardi-di-euro-allanno_438553/
https://www.siciliaogginotizie.it/2021/03/25/vino-e-lotta-alle-frodi-la-commissione-europea-ha-avviato-una-consultazione-pubblica/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/science-update/elemental-fingerprint-food-powerful-tool-support-fight-against-food-fraud
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/eu-project-shows-spectrometry-tool-can-spot-food-fraud/s104/a13226/#.YF2d_ed7nac
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/news/142205/food-fraud-survey/
https://www.foodanddrinkbusiness.com.au/news/fraud-concerns-undermine-supply-chain-confidence
http://www.fao.org/food-safety/news/news-details/en/c/1391532/
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/kc_ffq/userprofile.cfm?profileAction=edit&user_id=0&service_id=2211&lang=default
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

