
 

 
February 2024  JRC Food Fraud Monthly Report 1/8 

Monthly Summary of Articles  
on Food Fraud 

February 2024 

©
 E

u
ro

pe
a
n 

U
ni

on
, 2

0
1

8
 

 

Retrieved mainly from the JRC tool Medisys (http://medisys.newsbrief.eu) 
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food 

fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 

responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 

regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

 

The authorities seized in total 1 360 bottles of contraband liquor. 
DT Next   
 

The authorities seized 14 172 bottles of illegal liquor. 
Indian Express  Times of India  
 
The authorities seized 2 794 bottles of Indian Made Foreign Liquor (IMLF). 
The Hindu  

 
India 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized four containers of contraband frozen meat. 

Khmer Times   
Cambodia 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Grey market 

   

Batam Customs seized more than 10 000 litres of contraband alcoholic beverages from 

Singapore (total value of 411 650 Euros). 

Tempo.co  

 
Indonesia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 1 ton of immature Nile perch illegally fished. 

Monitor    
Uganda 

 
Fish and fish products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 24 tons of frozen buffalo meat from India without any official 
documentation. 
Bangkok Post  
 
 

 
Thailand 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 

Grey market 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.dtnext.in/news/tamilnadu/3-arrested-for-attempt-to-hoard-imfl-in-thanjai-over-1300-bottles-seized-764783
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/police-bust-bootleggers-underground-godown-operated-by-hydraulic-pump-9167181/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vadodara/cops-bust-gujarat-bootleggers-hydraulic-pump-steered-cellar/articleshow/107802162.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/2794-bottles-of-imfl-smuggled-from-puducherry-seized-in-villupuram/article67898892.ece
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501432966/police-seize-four-containers-of-frozen-meat-in-svay-rieng-province/
https://en.tempo.co/read/1828631/batam-customs-thwart-smuggling-of-illegal-alcoholic-beverages-from-singapore
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/one-tonne-of-immature-fish-nets-destroyed-in-masaka-4510930
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2735340/24-tonnes-of-smuggled-buffalo-meat-seized
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The authorities seized 60 000 bottles of alcoholic beverages illegally produced and with 

counterfeit labels from a famous brand. 

Indian Express  

 
India 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Counterfeit 

   

The authorities seized 4 200 bottles of contraband whiskey and almost 2 000 bottles of 

other contraband alcoholic beverages. 

Acento  el Nacional  

 
Dominican Republic 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The Punjab food Authority (PFA) discarded 1.3 tons of unsafe khoya, a typical dairy 

product, adulterated with vegetable ghee and starch. 

App Urdu Point  

 
Pakistan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The authorities seized in total 68.2 tons of contraband sugar intended to be smuggled into 

Bangladesh. 

Ani News Cambodian Times Sri Lanka Source  Manila Metro

 Myanmar News  Singapore Star The Cambodian News Long Beach 

Star Nigeria Sun Northern Ireland News Uni India Outlook India

 Menafn  The Financial Express Ndtv Myanmar News  Ani 

News Dev Discourse Long Beach Star  Cambodian Times The 

Cambodian News  Manila Metro Northern Ireland News Singapore Star Sri 

Lanka Source  Nigeria Sun  

 
India 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 10 tons of food not compliant with the language requirements of 
the EU legislation (total value of 90 000 Euros). The products were not labelled in the 
national language of consumers and did not include information regarding allergens. 
El Periodico  

 
Spain 

 
Food 

 

Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

Misbranding 

   

The authorities arrested a person for adulterating olive oil. The authorities also seized 13 
960 litres of sunflower oil and 6 332 litres of a substance resembling olive oil. 
Ekathimerini  

 
Greece 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The authorities seized 50 bottles of contraband high-quality wine (total value of 170 000 
Euros). 
Repubblica Sondrio Today  

 
Italy 

 
Wine 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 45.5 tons of rice meant for the public distribution system. 
The Hindu The Hindu Uni India Greater Kashmir  The Hindu
 Times of India  

 
India 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Grey market 

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/bogus-liquor-bottles-fake-label-sugar-factory-seized-9141254/
https://acento.com.do/actualidad/cuanto-decomiso-aduanas-por-el-contrabando-de-alcohol-y-cigarrillos-en-puerto-plata-9299560.html
https://elnacional.com.do/autoridades-descomisan-contrabando-de-alcohol-y-cigarrillo-en-puerto-plata/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/1300-kg-adulterated-khoya-wasted/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/1300-kg-adulterated-khoya-wasted-1791605.html
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border20240203150709/
https://www.cambodiantimes.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.srilankasource.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.manilametro.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.manilametro.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.myanmarnews.net/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.singaporestar.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.thecambodianews.net/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.longbeachstar.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.longbeachstar.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.nigeriasun.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.northernirelandnews.com/news/274114947/meghalaya-bsf-recovers-over-50000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.uniindia.com/~/bsf-thwart-sugar-smuggling-to-bangladesh/States/news/3136900.html
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/tripura-23-bangladeshi-smugglers-arrested-by-bsf-6000-kg-of-sugar-seized
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/tripura-23-bangladeshi-smugglers-arrested-by-bsf-6000-kg-of-sugar-seized
https://menafn.com/1107817841/BSF-Nabs-23-Bangladeshi-Smugglers-Trying-To-Make-Off-With-Sugar
https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/national/bsf-detains-23-bangladeshi-nationals-along-chhagalnaiya-border-in-feni
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/border-forces-arrest-23-bangladeshi-smugglers-in-tripura-5008925
https://www.myanmarnews.net/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border20240212230016/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border20240212230016/
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/2816768-bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.longbeachstar.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.cambodiantimes.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.thecambodianews.net/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.thecambodianews.net/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.manilametro.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.northernirelandnews.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.singaporestar.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.srilankasource.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.srilankasource.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.nigeriasun.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.elperiodico.com/es/sociedad/20240204/intervenidas-valencia-10-toneladas-alimentos-97729295?amp;utm_medium=feed&amp;utm_campaign=sociedad
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1230871/man-arrested-for-olive-oil-adulteration-and-trade/
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2024/02/05/news/confine_svizzera_sequestro_champagne_contrabbando_chiavenna-422060263/
https://www.sondriotoday.it/cronaca/contrabbando-don-perignon-dogana-denuncia.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/four-held-for-smuggling-pds-rice-in-erode/article67813688.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/over-seven-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized-from-a-shed-near-sattur/article67824539.ece
https://www.uniindia.com/~/vigilance-squad-seize-two-lorries-with-rs-11-47-lakh-pds-rice-in-ap/States/news/3139743.html
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/security/4-arrested-after-recovery-of-illegally-procured-rice-in-budgam/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/two-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized-near-aruppukottai/article67849628.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/two-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized-near-aruppukottai/article67849628.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/four-held-with-pds-rice-worth-12-lakh/articleshow/107737544.cms
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The authorities seized 1.9 tons of contraband parboiled rice. 
Pulse Punch Ng Vanguard Ng   

Nigeria 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 13 422 bottles of contraband alcoholic beverages. 
Arab Times Online   

Kuwait 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities uncovered a criminal group stealing chicken meat (total value of 375 000 
Euros) and reselling it with forged dispatch notes in the supply chains. 
Securing Industry  

 
United Kingdom 

 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Document forgery 

Grey market 

   

In 2023 the authorities seized 2.1 tons of meat illegally slaughtered. 
Sun Star    

Philippines 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 1.35 tons of seafood illegally sold. 
Ansa Blog Sicilia Palermo Today  Il Fatto Nisseno  
 
The authorities seized 1.5 tons of bivalves without any traceability documentation (total 
value of 8 200 Euros). 
Carabinieri  
 

without any traceability documentation. 
Ansa Catania Today  La Sicilia Web 
  
The authorities seized 6 tons of seafood without any traceability documentation. 
Gazzetta di Livorno  Toscana Media News Tenews Firenze 
Today Il Telegrafo Green Report  

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 

Grey market 

   

Almost 4 tons of bushmeat are estimated to be illegally smuggled through Brussels airport 
each month. 
Mirror Green Me  

 
Belgium 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 1.1 tons of seafood (mainly octopus and fishes) illegally caught. 
El Debate Cope Infobae  el Dia de Cordoba Europa press
 Tele Prensa Noticias De  

 
Spain 

 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 

https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/nigerian-navy-apprehends-smugglers-seizes-38-bags-of-rice-in-akwa-ibom/72v2nhg
https://punchng.com/navy-arrests-two-suspects-for-smuggling-foreign-rice/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2024/02/navy-intercepts-foreign-rice-smuggled-through-cameroon/
https://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/over-13000-bottles-of-alcohol-intercepted/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/uk-men-sentenced-in-food-theft-fraud-case/s104/a15955/
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/davao/cvo-seizes-over-2-k-kg-of-hot-meat-in-2023
https://www.ansa.it/sicilia/notizie/2024/02/09/sequestrati-pesce-e-novellame-ad-ambulanti-abusivi-a-palermo_174b458a-7e03-44fb-a942-311607531032.html
https://www.blogsicilia.it/palermo/sequestrati-pesce-novellame-ambulanti-abusiv/978617/
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-ricci-neonata-ballaro-multe.html
https://www.ilfattonisseno.it/2024/02/sicilia-sequestrati-1350-chili-di-pesce-ad-ambulanti-abusivi/
https://www.carabinieri.it/in-vostro-aiuto/informazioni/news/2024/02/12/new0-20240212081000-1635193
https://www.ansa.it/sicilia/notizie/2024/02/12/guardia-costiera-sequestra-due-tonnellate-di-prodotti-ittici_eaaf1ec3-f8a7-43ea-bb6b-a7b418473a92.html
https://www.cataniatoday.it/cronaca/operazione-spinnaker-guardia-costiera-sanzioni-sequestro-pesce.html
https://www.lasiciliaweb.it/2024/02/a-catania-sequestrate-oltre-2-tonnellate-di-pesce/
https://www.gazzettadilivorno.it/toscana-prodotti-ittici-sequestrati-e-6-pescherecci-ferm.htm
https://www.toscanamedianews.it/toscana-pesca-illegale-maxi-sequestri-in-mare-e-a-terra.htm
https://www.tenews.it/2024/02/21/operazione-pesca-illegale-sequestrate-6-tonnellate-di-prodotti-ittici-1109422/
https://www.firenzetoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-provincia-firenze.html
https://www.firenzetoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-provincia-firenze.html
https://www.iltelegrafolivorno.it/cronaca/livorno-sequestro-prodotti-ittici-3a3c696b
https://greenreport.it/pesca-e-allevamenti/operazione-spinnaker-sulla-pesca-in-toscana-sequestrate-6-tonnellate-di-prodotti/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/smoked-monkey-sharks-found-smugglers-32027784
https://www.greenme.it/animali/animali-selvatici/dalle-scimmie-affumicate-agli-squali-interi-il-macabro-commercio-illegale-di-carne-selvatica-scoperto-allaeroporto-di-bruxelles/
https://www.eldebate.com/espana/la-voz-de-cordoba/actualidad/20240210/incautan-1000-kg-pescado-ilegal-provincia-cordoba_173659.html
https://www.cope.es/actualidad/sociedad/noticias/intervenidos-mas-mil-kilos-productos-pesqueros-que-podian-ser-comercializados-20240210_3139094
https://www.infobae.com/espana/agencias/2024/02/10/intervenidos-mas-de-mil-kilos-de-productos-pesqueros-que-no-podian-ser-comercializados/
https://www.eldiadecordoba.es/cordoba/Incautan-pulpo-ilegal-pescado-caducado-Mercacordoba_0_1874513246.html
https://www.europapress.es/epagro/noticia-inspeccion-pesquera-junta-evita-puesta-mercado-mas-mil-kilos-productos-pesqueros-cordoba-20240210165415.html
https://www.europapress.es/epagro/noticia-inspeccion-pesquera-junta-evita-puesta-mercado-mas-mil-kilos-productos-pesqueros-cordoba-20240210165415.html
https://www.teleprensa.com/articulo/cordoba/inspeccion-pesquera-junta-evita-puesta-mercado-mas-mil-kilos-productos-pesqueros/202402101602511701425.html
https://www.noticiasde.es/andalucia-2/la-inspeccion-pesquera-de-la-junta-impide-la-venta-de-mas-de-mil-kilos-de-productos-pesqueros/
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Grey market 

   

Thirty people have stolen 130 tons of chicken meat from a company to resell it on the 
black market (total value of 244 000 Euros). 
Adn Cuba  

 
Cuba 

 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Grey market 

   

Twenty people are suspected to be dead because of adulterated liquor. 
K24TV  The Star Citizen digital    

Kenya 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The authorities seized 14 000 bottles of contraband alcoholic beverages, 
Times of Oman   

Oman 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 1 100 boxes of meat products and 300 boxes of quail eggs not 
respecting the labelling legislation and of unclear origin (total value of 30 000 Euros). 
Casteddu Online  Cagliari pad La Nuova Sardegna  

 
Italy 

 
Eggs and egg products 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Grey market 

   

The Chairman, the vice-
 

Uni India  
 

 
India 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 

meat products 

 

Document forgery 

   
The authorities seized 37 buffaloes smuggled into Bangladesh. 
Myanmar News  Ani News Dev Discourse Long Beach Star 
 Cambodian Times The Cambodian News Manila Metro Northern 
Ireland News Singapore Star Sri Lanka Source  Nigeria Sun  

 
India 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 590 kg of fish illegally caught in federal waters. 
Foreign affairs  
 
The authorities seized almost 1 ton of illegally caught fish. 
Foreign Affairs  

 
United States of 
America 

 
Fish and fish products 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 44 tons of seafood in a restaurant either expired or lacking the 
required traceability documentation. 
Blog Sicilia Agrigento Oggi  

 
Italy 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 

https://adncuba.com/crimen-y-corrupcion/se-roban-130-toneladas-de-pollo-de-empresa-estatal-en-la-habana
https://www.k24tv.co.ke/news/2-die-in-kajiado-over-bad-liquor-130758/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2024-02-16-kirinyaga-killer-brew-death-toll-climbs-to-20-as-three-more-die/
https://www.citizen.digital/news/dp-gachagua-blames-judiciary-over-illicit-alcohol-in-the-country-as-17-victims-buried-in-kirinyaga-n336896
https://timesofoman.com/article/141852-oman-customs-thwarts-smuggling-attempt-seizes-14000-bottles-of-alcohol-in-oman
https://www.castedduonline.it/anatre-polli-e-uova-di-dubbia-origine-a-cagliari-un-sequestro-per-30-mila-euro/
https://www.cagliaripad.it/609715/cagliari-nei-guai-ristorante-asiatico-maxi-sequestro-da-30mila-euro/
https://www.lanuovasardegna.it/cagliari/cronaca/2024/02/12/news/cagliari-30mila-euro-di-carne-di-provenienza-sconosciuta-sequestrata-in-un-ristorante-asiatico-1.100472197
http://www.uniindia.com/~/four-members-of-halal-council-arrest-for-issuing-fraudulent-certificates/States/news/3142398.html
https://www.myanmarnews.net/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border20240212230016/
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/2816768-bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.longbeachstar.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.cambodiantimes.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.thecambodianews.net/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.manilametro.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.northernirelandnews.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.northernirelandnews.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.singaporestar.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.srilankasource.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://www.nigeriasun.com/news/274124329/bsf-meghalaya-foils-smuggling-attempts-at-indo-bangladesh-border
https://foreignaffairs.co.nz/2024/02/14/mil-osi-security-coast-guard-interdicts-6-lancha-crews-seizes-1300-pounds-of-illegal-fish-off-texas-coast/
https://foreignaffairs.co.nz/2024/02/24/mil-osi-security-coast-guard-interdicts-3-lancha-crews-seizes-2160-pounds-of-illegally-caught-fish-off-texas-coast/
https://www.blogsicilia.it/palermo/pesce-prodotti-ittici-scaduti-non-norma-sequestri-sanzioni-133-000-euro/980411/
https://www.agrigentooggi.it/pesca-illegale-sequestrate-44-tonnellate-di-prodotti-ittici-chiuso-ristorante-nellagrigentino/
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products thereof 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering  
Grey market 

   
Renowned water companies seem to have used prohibited treatments (i.e. ultraviolet 
treatments and activated carbon filters) on mineral waters to guarantee their safety. The 
legislation prohibits any disinfection of mineral waters, which must naturally be of high 
microbiological quality to bear the specific label . 
Le Monde Le Parisien Le Figaro Beverfood Il Fatto Quotidiano
 Food and tec Green Me Il Sole 24 Ore Il Salvagente Il Fatto 
Alimentare France Info TV  Alimentando  Il Giornale 
Gazzetta di Modena Meteo Web Stretto Web Affari Italiani Gazzetta di 
Reggio La Nuova Ferrara  Ticino News Le Parisien Tio La Gazzetta 
del Mezzogiorno Corriere del Ticino Swiss Info Today Headline  Medical 
Express  Digital Journal Tuko Barrons  Legit Channel News Asia 
The Straits Times  Terra Daily Foodwatch Free Malaysia Today
 The Frontier Post  Foodwatch Mefafn   

 
France 

 
Water for human 
consumption (other) 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering  
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ 
Misbranding 

   
The Royal Malaysian Customs Department seized 42 tons of contraband rice (total value 
of 20 400 Euros). 
The Sun   
 

 
Malaysia  

 
Cereals and bakery 
products 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 82 tons of rice (total value of 72 800 
Euros). 
Burkina 24 Le Faso  Hauts-bassins Aib   

 
Burkina Faso 

 
Cereals and bakery 
products 

 

Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ 
Misbranding 

   
The authorities seized 100 tons of contraband cocoa beans at the border with Guinea. 
Market Screener  Abidjan  Ivoire Matin La nouvelle Tribune   

Ivory Coast 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 
preparations, coffee and 
tea 

 

Grey market 

   
The Food and Economic Security Authority (ASAE) seized 510 litres of cooking oil sold as 
olive oil. 
Executive Digest  24 Sapo  Noticias o minuto Visao Sapo 
 Cnn Portugal Tvi Correio de manha Observador Sapo
 Cidade  Radio Comercial   

 
Portugal 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ 
Misbranding 

   
A man has been arrested for transporting 27 horses intended to be illegally slaughtered in 
Paraguay to produce meat products for human consumption. 
Noticias  Metro World News  
 

 
Brazil 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 96 tons of contraband pork from Brazil (total value of 522 500 
Euros). 
The Star   

 
Malaysia  

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

https://www.lemonde.fr/en/environment/article/2024/01/30/revealed-france-s-bottled-water-plants-widely-used-fraudulent-purifying-techniques_6477927_114.html
https://www.leparisien.fr/societe/sante/eaux-minerales-une-enquete-ouverte-contre-nestle-waters-31-01-2024-FAFON2DAPZFWNGDYMD6VOPBN6A.php
https://www.lefigaro.fr/societes/nestle-reconnait-avoir-utilise-des-traitements-interdits-sur-des-eaux-minerales-20240129
https://www.beverfood.com/scandalo-acqua-minerale-francia-violate-norme-trattamento-acque-wd/
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2024/02/07/francia-scandalo-acque-minerali-fonti-contaminate-un-marchio-su-tre-ha-violato-le-regole/7436739/
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2024/02/07/francia-scandalo-acque-minerali-fonti-contaminate-un-marchio-su-tre-ha-violato-le-regole/7436739/
https://www.foodandtec.com/it-it/il-caso-francese-trattamenti-non-ammessi-per-acque-minerali-contaminate
https://www.greenme.it/ambiente/acqua/nestle-acque-minerali-trattamenti-proibiti/
https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/nestle-waters-indagata-francia-illegalita-purificazione-acqua-AFtVUjYC?refresh_ce
https://ilsalvagente.it/2024/02/05/trattamenti-non-ammessi-per-lacqua-in-bottiglia-bufera-in-francia/
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/francia-scandalo-acque-minerali-nestle.html
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/francia-scandalo-acque-minerali-nestle.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/enquetes-franceinfo/enquete-franceinfo-plusieurs-producteurs-d-eau-en-bouteille-ont-filtre-illegalement-leur-eau-pour-masquer-une-contamination_6333046.html
https://www.alimentando.info/francia-lo-scandalo-delle-acque-minerali/
https://www.secoloditalia.it/2024/01/acqua-minerale-sottoposta-a-trattamenti-proibiti-dalla-legge-nestle-nel-mirino-delle-autorita-francesi/
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/politica/scandalo-acque-minerali-francia-sotto-choc-usate-falde-2275824.html
https://www.gazzettadimodena.it/speciale/2024/02/21/news/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata-1.100476807
https://www.meteoweb.eu/2024/02/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata/1001362926/
https://www.strettoweb.com/2024/02/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata/1679527/
https://www.affaritaliani.it/notiziario/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata-372543.html?refresh_cens
https://www.gazzettadireggio.it/speciale/2024/02/21/news/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata-1.100476807
https://www.gazzettadireggio.it/speciale/2024/02/21/news/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata-1.100476807
https://www.lanuovaferrara.it/speciale/2024/02/21/news/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata-1.100476807
https://www.ticinonews.ch/estero/acqua-minerale-filtrata-denuncia-in-francia-contro-nestle-waters-390349
https://www.leparisien.fr/environnement/foodwatch-va-porter-plainte-contre-nestle-pour-des-traitements-interdits-sur-ses-eaux-minerales-21-02-2024-UEAMTOMG55GLHMBXPAUOOYDRDU.php
https://www.tio.ch/economia/svizzera/1734950/nestle-waters-denunciata-in-francia-usa-filtri-vietati-per-l-acqua
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/breaking-news/1478207/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata.html
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/breaking-news/1478207/nestle-denuncia-in-francia-per-acqua-minerale-filtrata.html
https://www.cdt.ch/news/foodwatch-denuncia-nestle-waters-per-lacqua-filtrata-in-bottiglia-343458
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/multinational-companies/ngo-files-complaint-against-nestl%c3%a9-waters-over-water-purification-methods-france-swiss-multinational/72846614
https://todayheadline.co/food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-over-nestle-mineral-water-fraud/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2024-02-food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-nestle.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2024-02-food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-nestle.html
https://www.digitaljournal.com/business/food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-over-nestle-mineral-water-fraud/article
https://www.tuko.co.ke/business-economy/538823-food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-nestle-mineral-water-fraud/
https://www.barrons.com/news/food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-over-nestle-mineral-water-fraud-1cc1b069?refsec=topics_afp-news
https://www.legit.ng/business-economy/economy/1579940-food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-nestle-mineral-water-fraud/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/world/nestle-mineral-water-fraud-food-watchdog-complain-4139196
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-over-nestle-mineral-water-fraud
https://www.terradaily.com/afp/240221124529.3x08j8xw.html
https://www.foodwatch.org/en/massive-fraud-bottled-water-was-not-as-pure-as-we-thought
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/highlight/2024/02/21/food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-over-nestles-mineral-water-fraud/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/highlight/2024/02/21/food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-over-nestles-mineral-water-fraud/
https://thefrontierpost.com/food-watchdog-lodges-complaint-over-nestle-mineral-water-fraud/
https://www.foodwatch.org/fr/actualites/2024/cristaline-perrier-vittel-contrex-foodwatch-porte-plainte-contre-la-fraude-massive-sur-l-eau-minerale
https://menafn.com/1107909338/NGO-Files-Complaint-Against-Nestl%C3%A9-Waters-Over-Bottled-Water-Purification-Methods
https://thesun.my/local_news/kedah-customs-foils-rice-smuggling-attempt-NC12101048
https://burkina24.com/2024/02/15/lutte-contre-la-fraude-1-641-sacs-de-riz-illegalement-reconditionnes-saisis/
https://lefaso.net/spip.php?article128028
https://hauts-bassins.lefaso.net/spip.php?article1392
https://www.aib.media/houet-lutte-contre-la-fraude-du-riz-local-contrefait-dans-les-assiettes-des-consommateurs/
https://www.marketscreener.com/news/latest/Ivory-Coast-seizes-100-tons-of-cocoa-at-the-border-with-Guinea-45973364/
https://news.abidjan.net/articles/728885/cote-divoire-saisie-de-100-tonnes-de-cacao-a-la-frontiere-avec-la-guinee
https://www.ivoirematin.com/dev/Economie/cote-d-ivoire-saisie-de-100-tonnes-de-ca_n_102549.html
https://lanouvelletribune.info/2024/02/afrique-grosse-saisie-de-cacao-chez-ce-geant/
https://executivedigest.sapo.pt/noticias/asae-apreende-mais-de-500-litros-de-azeite-falsificado-e-desmantela-rede/
https://24.sapo.pt/atualidade/artigos/asae-apreende-510-litros-de-azeite-falsificado-e-faz-o-desmantelamento-de-rede-de-falsificacao
https://www.noticiasaominuto.com/pais/2503479/asae-desmantela-rede-de-falsificacao-de-azeite-a-sul-do-tejo
https://visao.pt/atualidade/economia/2024-02-16-asae-apreende-510-litros-de-produtos-falsificados-no-ambito-da-cadeia-de-valor-do-azeite/
https://www.sapo.pt/noticias/economia/asae-apreende-510-litros-de-produtos_65cfcf1cecc60e4a9ae3bac2
https://cnnportugal.iol.pt/azeite/asae/oleo-alimentar-vendido-como-azeite-virgem-a-30-asae-apreende-510-litros-de-azeite-falsificado/20240216/65cfd0c4d34e371fc0bd2a35
https://tvi.iol.pt/noticias/azeite/asae/oleo-alimentar-vendido-como-azeite-virgem-a-30-asae-apreende-510-litros-de-azeite-falsificado/20240216/65cfd0c4d34e371fc0bd2a35
https://www.correiodamanhacanada.com/asae-apreende-510-litros-de-produtos-falsificados-no-ambito-da-cadeia-de-valor-do-azeite/
https://observador.pt/2024/02/17/asae-apreende-510-litros-de-produtos-falsificados-no-ambito-da-cadeia-de-valor-do-azeite/
https://rr.sapo.pt/noticia/economia/2024/02/17/apreendidos-510-litros-de-azeite-falsificado/367173/
https://rr.sapo.pt/noticia/economia/2024/02/17/apreendidos-510-litros-de-azeite-falsificado/367173/
https://cidade.fm/noticias/148587/asae-apreende-510-litros-de-produtos-falsificados-no-ambito-da-cadeia-de-valor-do-azeite
https://radiocomercial.pt/noticias/148587/asae-apreende-510-litros-de-produtos-falsificados-no-ambito-da-cadeia-de-valor-do-azeite
https://noticias.uol.com.br/cotidiano/ultimas-noticias/2024/02/18/homem-preso-cavalos.htm
https://www.metroworldnews.com.br/foco/2024/02/19/mortadela-e-salsicha-homem-e-preso-com-27-cavalos-que-seriam-abatidos-para-consumo-humano/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2024/02/20/customs-dept-seize-over-rm7mil-of-smuggled-pork-and-alcohol-in-north-port-raids
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Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 126 720 litres of contraband alcoholic beverages (total value of 
877 000 Euros). 
The Star   

 
Malaysia  

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   
Researchers have studied species misrepresentation in cat food products by using DNA 
barcoding (~85 basepairs of the mitochondrial 16S rRNA gene) followed by Sanger or next 
generation sequencing (NGS). Out of 138 canned cat food products in the Taiwanese 
market, the mislabelling rate was 28.99%, the majority related to tuna replacement.  
PeerJ  

 
Taiwan 

 
Pet food 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering  

   
 seized 8 000 bottles of adulterated honey 

and dismantled a criminal organisation selling 15 tons per month of sugar syrups as real 
honey, with a profit margin of 2 000%. 
Gov.br Gov.br O tempo  Journal de Brasilia G1.globo Hoje Emdia
 Noticias  Agencia brasil Odia Opovo  Istoe dinheiro
 Correio24horas Diario do Comercio AgoraMT  

 
Brazil 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The Singapore Food Agency (SFA) seized 2 tons of pork and chicken products illegally 
imported from Thailand. 
Sfa.gov   

 
Singapore 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 
meat products 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 8.2 tons of rotten chicken meat, ready to be processed and supplied 
to the markets. 
App Urdu Point The Nation  

 
Pakistan 

 
Poultry meat and poultry 
meat products 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The authorities arrested four persons and seized 1 230 litres of cholai wine, an illegal 
alcoholic beverage usually made from rice. 
BSS News  
 

 
Bangladesh 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 25 tons of wheat flour not suitable for human consumption and 
stored in an illegal food establishment. 
Acritica  Em Tempo G1 Globo  

 
Brazil 

 
Cereals and bakery 
products 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 
Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 25 000 food supplements from India without any health 
certification, but simply declared as vegetable products. 
Il Tirreno  

 
Italy 

 
Dietetic foods, food 
supplements, fortified 
foods 

 

Document forgery 

   
The NGO Oceana Mexico denounced high levels of glazing in imported seafood products. 

 
Mexico 

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2024/02/20/customs-dept-seize-over-rm7mil-of-smuggled-pork-and-alcohol-in-north-port-raids
https://peerj.com/articles/16833/
https://www.gov.br/pf/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2024/02/pf-combate-falsificacao-de-mel-no-sul-de-minas-gerais
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mapa-realiza-operacao-de-fiscalizacao-de-mel-adulterado-e-falsificado-em-minas-gerais
https://www.otempo.com.br/cidades/operacao-da-pf-mira-grupo-que-vendia-xarope-como-mel-no-sul-de-minas-1.3334683
https://jornaldebrasilia.com.br/noticias/brasil/falso-mel-pf-desmantela-quadrilha-que-faturou-r-4-milhoes-falsificando-mel/
https://g1.globo.com/mg/sul-de-minas/noticia/2024/02/21/policia-federal-faz-operacao-contra-falsificacao-de-mel-em-campestre-mg.ghtml
https://www.hojeemdia.com.br/minas/video-pf-mira-quadrilha-que-faturou-r-4-milh-es-com-mel-fake-em-minas-1.1001298
https://www.hojeemdia.com.br/minas/video-pf-mira-quadrilha-que-faturou-r-4-milh-es-com-mel-fake-em-minas-1.1001298
https://noticias.uol.com.br/cotidiano/ultimas-noticias/2024/02/21/pf-investiga-quadrilha-que-faturou-r-4-milhoes-com-falsificacao-de-mel.htm
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/geral/noticia/2024-02/pf-cumpre-mandados-contra-suspeitos-de-comercio-de-mel-falso
https://odia.ig.com.br/brasil/2024/02/6796867-pf-cumpre-mandados-contra-suspeitos-de-vender-mel-falsificado.html
https://www.opovo.com.br/noticias/brasil/2024/02/21/pf-cumpre-mandados-contra-suspeitos-de-comercio-de-mel-falso.html
https://istoedinheiro.com.br/pf-cumpre-mandados-contra-suspeitos-de-comercio-de-mel-falso/
https://istoedinheiro.com.br/pf-cumpre-mandados-contra-suspeitos-de-comercio-de-mel-falso/
https://www.correio24horas.com.br/brasil/pf-cumpre-mandados-contra-suspeitos-de-comercio-de-mel-falso-0224
https://diariodocomercio.com.br/agronegocio/apreendidos-frascos-suspeitos-fraude/
https://www.agoramt.com.br/2024/02/risco-a-saude-operacao-apreende-5-toneladas-de-mel-adulterado/
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/docs/default-source/default-document-library/media-release-on-prosecution-against-ekachai-yasaeng.pdf
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/8200-kg-substandard-rotten-chicken-pieces-discarded/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/8200-kg-substandard-rotten-chicken-pieces-di-1797610.html
https://www.nation.com.pk/23-Feb-2024/8200kg-substandard-rotten-chicken-pieces-discarded
https://www.bssnews.net/district/174926
https://www.acritica.com/manaus/vigilancia-sanitaria-apreende-25-toneladas-de-trigo-falsificado-em-deposito-na-zona-leste-1.332724
https://emtempo.com.br/228477/amazonas/visa-manaus-apreende-25-toneladas-de-farinha-de-trigo-falsificada-em-deposito-na-zona-leste/
https://g1.globo.com/am/amazonas/noticia/2024/02/26/vigilancia-sanitaria-apreende-25-toneladas-de-farinha-de-trigo-falsificada-em-manaus.ghtml
https://www.iltirreno.it/livorno/cronaca/2024/02/26/news/sequestrati-25mila-integratori-alimentari-a-livorno-erano-privi-di-certificati-sanitari-1.100480035


 

  February 2024  JRC Food Fraud Monthly Report  7/8    

©
 E

u
ro

pe
a
n 

U
ni

on
, 2

0
2

4
 

According to their analyses, up to 60% of the weight is actually ice, whereas the 
internationally acceptable limit is 12%. 

- 43% of imported fish fillets (mostly basa and tilapia) were adulterated with at 
least 21% of glaze; 

- More than 70% of imported and 20% of domestic frozen shrimps exceeded the 
limit of 12% glazing. 

Oceana Mexico Diario Zocalo el Manana Animal politico Noro Este  

 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The authorities seized 2 tons of substandard and unhealthy tea leaves. Adulterants include 
non-food colouring, bran, used tea, gypsum powder and molasses syrup. 
Urdu Point  

 
Pakistan 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 
preparations, coffee and 
tea 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The authorities seized 1 215 bottles of mineral water produced with contaminated water 
and filled in non-food grade bottles. 
Ary News The Nation  
 

 
Pakistan 

 
Food Contact Materials 
Water for human 
consumption (other) 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The authorities seized 60 tons of sugar with fake documents and stamps. 
Tribune  
 

 
Pakistan 

 
Other food products/ 
mixed 

 

Document forgery 

   
The authorities seized in total almost 63 000 litres of smuggled cooking oil. 
Adom online Citi Newsroom Adom online    

Ghana 

 
Fats and oils 
 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 18 tons of food expired or with no expiration date, unfit for human 
consumption, stored inappropriately, with falsified labels or with irregularities in the 
documentation. 
Mprs G1 Globo  

 
Brazil 

 
Food 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 
Grey market 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ 
Misbranding 

  

https://mx.oceana.org/reports/gato-x-liebre-el-fraude-del-pescado-congelado/
https://diario.mx/nacional/denuncian-fraude-con-pescado-congelado-20240227-2157392.html
https://www.zocalo.com.mx/denuncian-fraude-con-pescado-congelado/
https://www.elmanana.com/noticias/economia/pescado-congelado-estudio-revela-exceso-de-agua/5817732
https://www.animalpolitico.com/analisis/organizaciones/atarraya/fraude-pescados-mariscos-congelados
https://www.noroeste.com.mx/colaboraciones/exceso-de-agua-el-fraude-de-los-pescados-y-mariscos-congelados-JM6259748
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/sports/kp-food-safety-halal-food-authoritys-big-ac-1799599.html
https://arynews.tv/pfa-seals-fake-bottled-water-units/
https://www.nation.com.pk/29-Feb-2024/pfa-seals-fake-bottled-water-units
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2457951/fbr-detects-over-rs85m-tax-evasion
https://www.adomonline.com/over-10000-gallons-of-smuggled-cooking-oil-seized-photos/
https://citinewsroom.com/2024/02/joint-task-force-seizes-over-1000-smuggled-vegetable-oil/
https://www.adomonline.com/1450-gallons-of-illicit-oil-confiscated-at-cmb/
https://www.mprs.mp.br/noticias/58964/
https://g1.globo.com/rs/rio-grande-do-sul/noticia/2024/03/01/mp-apreende-18-toneladas-de-alimentos-improprios-para-consumo-em-sao-borja-fotos.ghtml
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UK FSA guidance on food crime prevention 

The United Kingdom Food Standards Agency (FSA) has updated its guidance for the private sector to prevent food crime. 

Food.gov.uk Food-safety 

 

DG SANTE ACN food fraud monthly reports 
The Commission has published its first monthly report on agri-food fraud suspicions. The report compiles information gathered 

from the Alert and Cooperation Network (ACN), which facilitates the exchange of information between Member States on agri-

food controls. The report includes cases of cross-border non-compliance, which ACN members have identified and shared as 

suspected fraud. 

DG SANTE Food Authenticity Network Food Safety News  

 
UK FSA Surveillance Sampling Programme 
A project commissioned by the UK FSA led to the sampling of retail food products from food business operators (e.g. national 

supermarkets and small independent retailers) in October 2022. A total of 1 215 food samples from 28 different food 

commodity types were collected and tested. 81% of the samples tested for compliance were satisfactory.   

FSA Food Authenticity Network   

 

 

 

Food Integrity T.5 
Text and Data Mining  

 

Joint Research Centre 

 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©Vankad  stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White  stock.adobe.com 
©UBE  stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio  stock.adobe.com 

If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for 
Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.  

For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

 
 

Other interesting articles 

https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/food-crime-guidance-for-businesses
https://www.food-safety.com/articles/9234-uk-fsa-guidance-for-industry-on-food-crime-prevention
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https://www.food.gov.uk/research/research-projects/surveillance-sampling-programme-0
https://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/uk-food-standards-agency-2022-surveillance-testing-results
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
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