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Food Fraud Cases

© European Union, 2021

Hong Kong customs officers seized almost 400 kg of cherries (total value of 8500
euros) counterfeited with the logo of a famous Tasmanian brand.

Securing Industry 06/02/2021

Food Safety Tech 16/02/2021

According to a scientific paper, about 20% of fish products sold in Taiwan are
mislabelled. Most affected species include: snapper, cod and surimi. Such
substitutions may constitute a health risk for consumers as well.

Food navigator — Asia 09/02/2021

Scientific Reports 15/12/2020

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) discarded 4 000 litres of milk adulterated with water
and detergents.
Urdu Point 11/02/2021

The “Mozzarella di Bufala Campana PDO” Consortium discovered hundreds of fake
advertisements online related to their Gl product, especially in the context of web
marketplaces and e-commerce. According to the Consortium, one third of online
advertisements are illegal, mostly in Italy but also in China and USA.

Agenparl 11/02/2021
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https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/counterfeit-tasmanian-cherries-seized-in-hong-kong/s104/a12947/#.YCEVaed7nSr
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/the-cherry-on-top-but-its-fraudulent/
https://www.foodnavigator-asia.com/Article/2021/02/09/Fish-fraud-findings-Almost-20-of-fish-in-Taiwan-found-to-be-mislabelled-study
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-79070-y
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-off-4000-liters-adulterated-milk-1165396.html
https://agenparl.eu/covid-in-aumento-le-fake-mozzarelle-di-bufala-sul-web/

© European Union, 2021

The Finance Guard of Venice seized 1 300 food products (e.g. chips, snacks, dried
mushrooms, products typical of the Asian cuisine) lacking the required traceability
documentation.

Il Gazzettino 12/02/2021

In India, only in January, thirty people have died after drinking liquors adulterated with
toxic substances.
The Daily Star 13/02/2021

The Pakistan authorities seized 3 300 bags of fake tea manufactured from injurious
chemicals.
Urdu Point 15/02/2021

The Italian Carabinieri seized 800 kg (1000 jars) of anchovies and sardines in oil. The
criminals labelled the products with fake labels imitating another known brand.
L'Ora 18/02/2021

The Coast Guard seized 1 160 kg of seafood products lacking the required traceability
documentation.

Messina Today 20/02/2021

Il Giornale di Sicilia 20/02/2021

In another operation, the Italian authorities seized 800 sea urchins fished illegally.
Il Paese Nuovo 20/02/2021

The Italian authorities seized 5 tons of pig meat and 1 ton of cheese labelled as
Geographical Indications, but in reality lacking any traceability documentation. The
agents seized as well 37 400 eggs with no traceability information.

Stretto Web 22/02/2021

Messina Today 22/02/2021
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https://www.ilgazzettino.it/nordest/venezia/sequestro_oggi_prodotti_non_sicuri_negozi_stranieri_mestre_marcon-5762232.html
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/blowin-the-wind/news/toxic-spirit-and-sensationalism-2043861
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/fake-tea-manufacturing-factory-sealed-manage-1169010.html
https://www.giornalelora.it/frode-in-commercio-a-sciacca-i-carabinieri-denunciano-un-cittadino-saccense-e-sequestrano-8-quintali-di-prodotti-ittici-conservieri/
https://www.messinatoday.it/cronaca/sequestro-pesce-pesca-vietata-capitaneria-di-porto-tremestieri-rada-san-francesco.html
https://messina.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/02/20/pesca-di-neonata-e-pesce-privo-di-tracciabilita-scattano-sanzioni-e-sequestri-a-messina-ebfd05e4-27d0-4702-baee-eae05fe9cc31/
https://ilpaesenuovo.it/santa-maria-di-leuca-sanzioni-per-4000-euro-a-due-pescatori-sportivi-colti-con-800-ricci/
http://www.strettoweb.com/2021/02/operazione-mansueto-controlli-settore-agroalimentare-sequestrate-uova-tonnellate-alimenti/1133724/
https://www.messinatoday.it/cronaca/tutela-agroalimentare-provola-azienda.html

Four persons have been arrested in USA, as they have been illegally smuggling catfish
from Myanmar and Bangladesh for almost two years.
Seafood Source 22/02/2021

According to a report from OceanaPeru and ProDelphinus, 67% of fish traded in Peru
is mislabelled and fraudulently substituted with other less expensive species.
Restaurants are especially affected by such fraud, as stated by the DNA analysis.

La Republica 24/02/2021

Industrias Pesqueras 24/02/2021

During the 2020/2021 olive oil season, the Jordan Food and Drug Administration
(JFDA) seized 1 120 containers (equal to 17 900 litres) of adulterated olive oil.
The Jordan Times 27/02/2021

¢ o0& o0ee

USA
Fish and fish products

Documents

Peru
Fish and fish products

Mislabelling
Replacement/ dilution/
addition/ removal
Jordan

Fats and oils

Unapproved treatment
and/or process

Other interesting articles

© European Union, 2021

04/02/2021 - Covid-19 pandemic and food frauds difficult to link, article says

According to the Members of the UK Government Chemist team, the Food
Authenticity Network (FAN) and Mérieux Nutrisciences, it is still difficult to establish
clear connections between the Covid-19 pandemic and any impact in the likelihood
of food fraud risks. However, it was concluded that there may be an overall increase
in food fraud vulnerability.

Gov UK IFST Food Focus Food Ingredients first

09/02/2021 - China: food frauds addressed by new governmental directives

Following a series of food safety incidents and counterfeit products, the Chinese
authorities have issued new regulations in the food sector. Notably, 1 400 cases of
counterfeit products were detected between May and November 2020, with a
prominent role for online shopping.

Food Navigator

18/02/2021 - Frauds in the US organic sector

An online magazine puts under the spotlight potential frauds involving the organic
sector in USA.
Genetic Literacy Project

26/02/2021 - Frauds in the dairy sector in Pakistan

An online magazine analyses the common frauds targeting the dairy sector in
Pakistan. For example, oxytocin used on cows may damage the animal and children
health. Other contaminants include formaldehyde, ammonium sulphate, urea, surf (a
detergent), and contaminated water.

The Nation
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https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/food-safety-health/four-charged-with-importing-banned-catfish-into-the-us
https://larepublica.pe/economia/2021/02/23/en-el-peru-7-de-cada-10-pescados-se-venden-con-otro-nombre/
https://industriaspesqueras.com/noticia-64810-seccion-Mercados%20y%20Consumo
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/17897-litres-adulterated-olive-oil-destroyed-%E2%80%94%C2%A0jfda
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/impact-of-covid-19-on-food-fraud-incidence
https://ifst.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/fsat.3403_4.x
https://www.foodfocus.co.za/home/whats-hot/Latest-News/Impact-of-Covid-19-on-food-fraud-incidence
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/is-food-fraud-escalating-amid-covid-19-labeling-compliance-watchdogs-flag-supply-chain-vulnerabilities.html
https://www.foodnavigator-asia.com/Article/2021/02/09/China-food-safety-alerts-Warnings-and-directives-for-fermented-foods-counterfeit-foods-and-beverages-issued-by-government
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2021/02/18/farm-fraud-consumers-have-spent-billions-on-organic-food-that-might-not-be-organic/
https://nation.com.pk/26-Feb-2021/improving-the-quality-of-milk-in-pakistan

© European Union, 2021

27/02/2021 - Life imprisonment for food adulterators

b India

The governmental authorities of a state (Madhya Pradesh) in central India have @ Food

approved a law punishing food adulterators with life imprisonment.

Lokmat
India Today

27/02/2021 - Fight over the geographical indication for balsamic vinegar

Slovenia has submitted an application to the EU for a national technical standard
covering balsamic vinegars. The standard states that all wine vinegars mixed with

w Italy/ Slovenia

Soups, broths, sauces
and condiments

grape must can be called “balsamic vinegar’. However, producers of the ltalian Gl
“Aceto balsamico di Modena” argue that such proposal is threatening their traditional

product.
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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of
food fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take
any responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed
shall not be regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission.

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service

Joint Research Centre
@ EU Science Hub [ @EU_ScienceHub [ EU Science Hub - Joint Research Centre

ec.europa.eu/jrc
EU Science Hub (@) Joint Research Centre

Copyrights pictures:

©vpardi - stock.adobe.com
©Alex White - stock.adobe.com
©UBE - stock.adobe.com

©Africa Studio - stock.adobe.com

In case you would like to receive a notification whenever our new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our
Knowledge Centre for Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please give us your consent to be inserted in our

distribution list by writing to our functional mail box: JRC-EU-KC-FFQ®@ec.europa.eu. For any comments, questions or

feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form.
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https://english.lokmat.com/national/mp-cabinet-approves-law-to-give-life-imprisonment-to-food-adulterators/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/food-adulteration-in-madhya-pradesh-now-punishable-with-life-imprisonment-1773716-2021-02-27
https://www.hln.be/buitenland/zuur-conflict-over-balsamico-azijn-tussen-italie-en-slovenie%7Ea155f964/
https://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20210228_92708141
https://weekend.knack.be/lifestyle/culinair/italie-en-slovenie-maken-ruzie-over-balsamico-azijn/article-news-1705893.html?cookie_check=1614672965
https://www.telegraaf.nl/nieuws/1117095115/italie-en-slovenie-verwikkeld-in-conflict-over-balsamico-azijn
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/english/1282309/patuanelli-vows-to-defend-balsamic-vinegar-of-modena.html
https://www.lagazzettadelmezzogiorno.it/news/english/1282309/patuanelli-vows-to-defend-balsamic-vinegar-of-modena.html
https://www.donaukurier.de/nachrichten/wirtschaft/Essen-Trinken-Gesellschaft-Italien-Slowenien-Europa-Essig-Streit-zwischen-Italien-und-Slowenien-um-den-Balsamico;art154664,4747673
https://www.schwaebische.de/ueberregional/wirtschaft_artikel,-essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico-_arid,11334082.html
https://de.finance.yahoo.com/nachrichten/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-slowenien-110145029.html
https://www.proplanta.de/agrar-nachrichten/agrarpolitik/italien-und-slowenien-streiten-um-balsamico_article1614426530.html
https://www.corrieredelleconomia.it/2021/03/01/desimoni-consorzio-aceto-balsamico-di-modena-questione-slovena-grande-collaborazione-da-istituzioni/
https://www.corrieredelleconomia.it/2021/03/01/desimoni-consorzio-aceto-balsamico-di-modena-questione-slovena-grande-collaborazione-da-istituzioni/
https://www.firstonline.info/la-slovenia-vuole-farsi-il-suo-aceto-balsamico-un-danno-da-1-miliardo-di-euro-per-litalia/
https://www.msn.com/it-it/money/notizie/la-slovenia-vuole-farsi-il-suo-aceto-balsamico-un-danno-da-1-miliardo-di-euro-per-litalia/ar-BB1e5lAs
https://www.stern.de/wirtschaft/italien-droht-das-ende-des-milliardenschweren-balsamico-monopols-30405270.html?utm_campaign=alle&utm_medium=rss-feed&utm_source=standard
https://gazzettadireggio.gelocal.it/reggio/cronaca/2021/02/27/news/aceto-balsamico-il-consorzio-chiede-regole-certe-alla-ue-1.39963926
https://gazzettadireggio.gelocal.it/reggio/cronaca/2021/02/27/news/aceto-balsamico-il-consorzio-chiede-regole-certe-alla-ue-1.39963926
https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20210228_92184425
https://www.rga.de/wirtschaft/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico-zr-90221514.html
https://www.rnz.de/wirtschaft/wirtschaft-ueberregional_artikel,-aceto-balsamico-essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico-_arid,633778.html
https://www.giessener-allgemeine.de/wirtschaft/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico-zr-90221514.html
https://www.mittelbayerische.de/wirtschaft-nachrichten/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico-21840-art1983725.html
https://www.mittelbayerische.de/wirtschaft-nachrichten/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico-21840-art1983725.html
https://www.volksfreund.de/nachrichten/wirtschaft/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico_aid-56503743
https://www.aachener-zeitung.de/wirtschaft/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico_aid-56503747
https://www.arcor.de/article/Aceto-Balsamic--Essig-Streit-zwischen-Italien-und-Slowenien-um-den-Balsamico/hub01-home-news-wirtschaft/10608540
https://www.fnp.de/wirtschaft/essig-streit-zwischen-italien-und-slowenien-um-den-balsamico-zr-90221514.html
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
mailto:JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu?subject=Request%20for%20subscription%20to%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20report&body=Dear%20KC-FFQ%2C%0A%0AI%20give%20you%20my%20consent%20to%20store%20my%20personal%20data%20in%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20Report%20managed%20by%20KC-FFQ.%20%0A%0AMy%20name%20is%3A%0A%0AI%20work%20for%3A%20%0A%0AMy%20interests%20are%20in%20the%20field%20of%3A%20%0A%0AKind%20regards%2C%0A
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

