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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food 

fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 

responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 

regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

 

Fifty restaurants in Rome have been accused of using vegetables oils adulterated with 

beta-carotene and chlorophyll to look like olive oil. Customers were deceived in thinking 

restaurants were using authentic olive oil. 

Roma Today Roma Vrt Teatro naturale  Dissapore Noticias o 

minuto  Puls24  Il Giornale Italia chiama Italia Noticias o 

minuto  

 
Italy 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   

The authorities seized 31.55 tons of contraband rice. 

The Star    
Kenya 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 50 tons of spices and condiments not suitable for human 

consumption and adulterated with waste from canning factories, corn seeds, subsidized oil 

and colourings. 

Webdo   

 
Tunisia 

 
Herbs and spices 
Soups, broths, sauces 

and condiments 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The authorities seized 24 000 bottles of smuggled alcoholic beverages. 
Punch Ng  
 
 

 
Nigeria 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.romatoday.it/cibo/truffa-olio-roma-chef-ruffi.html
https://www.romait.it/olio-contraffatto-in-questi-ristoranti-romani-lo-facevano-passare-per-extravergine-doliva-ecco-cosera-in-realta.html#google_vignette
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2024/01/05/olijfolie-italie-nep/
https://www.teatronaturale.it/tracce/italia/41274-truffa-sull-olio-di-oliva-in-tutta-italia-olio-si-semi-colorato-con-clorofilla-diventa-extra-vergine.htm?PageSpeed=noscript
https://www.dissapore.com/notizie/olio-di-semi-spacciato-per-extravergine-indaga-la-procura/
https://www.noticiasaominuto.com/mundo/2472293/mais-de-50-restaurantes-em-roma-investigados-por-usarem-azeite-adulterado
https://www.noticiasaominuto.com/mundo/2472293/mais-de-50-restaurantes-em-roma-investigados-por-usarem-azeite-adulterado
https://www.puls24.at/news/chronik/ermittlungen-in-rom-wegen-gepanschten-olivenoels-in-lokalen/317212
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/nazionale/olio-doliva-contraffatto-e-potenzialmente-dannoso-salute-2263878.html
https://www.italiachiamaitalia.it/olio-doliva-contraffatto-un-problema-serio/
https://www.noticiasaominuto.com/mundo/2472847/azeite-extra-virgem-falso-invade-roma-identificados-50-restaurantes
https://www.noticiasaominuto.com/mundo/2472847/azeite-extra-virgem-falso-invade-roma-identificados-50-restaurantes
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/realtime/2024-01-02-police-seize-lorry-with-suspected-contraband/
https://www.webdo.tn/fr/actualite/regions/sousse-50-tonnes-d-epices-contrefaites-saisies-et-six-personnes-arretees/211261
https://punchng.com/kano-hisbah-seizes-truck-with-24000-bottles-of-beer/
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The authorities seized 32.5 tons of contraband milk powder. 
Food Safety Africa Togolais info   

Kenya 

 
Milk and milk products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 480.1 tons of smuggled parboiled rice. 

Daily Trust Punch Ng Guardian   
Nigeria 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Grey market 

   

Three people died after consuming illegal alcoholic beverages adulterated with methanol. 

Mes vaccins   
Iran 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering  

Grey market 

   

Four people died after consuming adulterated alcoholic beverages. 

Noticias uol   
Tunisia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

Between November and December 2023, the authorities seized 46 000 litres of olive oil 
mislabelled as of superior quality, or without documentation. 
Il Fatto Alimentare QdS Il giorno   Wine News  
Firenze Today Breaking Latest News Green Me Fanpage  Il Giornale 
 
The authorities seized 7.5 tons of olives and 1 500 litres of olive oil without any 
traceability documentation. 
CivOnline  

 
Italy 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 35 in total tons of rice meant for the Public Distribution System 
(PDS). 
Uni India Times of India The Hindu  

 
India 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Grey market 

   

 the authorities (Civil Guard and Carabinieri) dismantled a criminal 
organisation taking canned tuna from the Italian market, relabelling them in unsanitary 
conditions and reintroducing the fraudulent products into the market with a new label, 
health registration and expiration date. In many cases (33/40) olive oil was in reality 
sunflower oil or pomace oil. The authorities also seized 45 000 litres of olive oil and 120 
000 cans of tuna. Most of the preserved cans seized were intended to supply small 
businesses and large food chains in Spain and Italy mainly during the Christmas holidays. 
Cadena ser Euroweekly News  La Rioja  GreenMe Il 
Salvagente  

 
Spain/ Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 

Document forgery 

Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

Misbranding 

   

An investigation by the Direction générale de la concurrence, de la consommation et de la 
répression des fraudes (DGCCRF), carried out in 2019, revealed an anomaly rate of 29.5% 
in the butter chain. In total, 129 establishments were inspected and 89 laboratory 

 
France 

 
Milk and milk products 

https://www.foodsafetyafrica.net/police-bust-massive-contraband-milk-powder-syndicate-in-nairobi/
https://www.togolais.info/ruai-des-agents-de-la-dci-arretent-2-suspects-avec-plus-de-25-millions-de-ksh-de-lait-en-poudre-de-contrebande-et-289-sacs-de-mais/
https://dailytrust.com/customs-intercepts-bullion-van-with-smuggled-rice-access-banks-n24m-in-ogun/
https://punchng.com/customs-release-bullion-van-seized-for-smuggling-rice/
https://guardian.ng/oyo-osun-customs-seizes-timber-foreign-parboiled-rice-worth-n30-4m/news/
https://www.mesvaccins.net/web/news/21545-nouvelles-intoxications-au-methanol-en-iran
https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/rfi/2024/01/07/consumo-de-alcool-contaminado-provoca-4-mortes-e-40-hospitalizacoes-na-tunisia.htm
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/olio-extravergine-ispezioni-nas.html
https://qds.it/video-nas-catania-controlli-aziende-olearie-sanzioni/
https://www.ilgiorno.it/mantova/cronaca/frantoio-olio-lampante-come-extra-vergine-deferito-w5q0y0ub
https://www.giornalelora.it/controlli-nel-comparto-oleario-oltre-1-200-le-aziende-ispezionate-dai-carabinieri-dei-nas/
https://winenews.it/it/olio-controlli-a-tappeto-dei-nas-in-tutta-italia-46-000-litri-sequestrati-22-attivita-sospese_515335/
https://www.firenzetoday.it/economia/olio-multe-nas.html
https://www.breakinglatest.news/health/olive-oil-passed-off-as-extra-virgin-in-italy-the-nas-seized-46-thousand-liters-of-product/
https://www.greenme.it/salute-e-alimentazione/nutrizione/olio-nero-sequestrati-dai-nas-46-mila-litri-di-falso-extravergine-di-oliva-in-tutta-italia/
https://www.fanpage.it/attualita/olio-extravergine-doliva-contraffatto-come-difendersi-dalle-truffe-e-riconoscere-i-prodotti-di-qualita/
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/attualit/olio-doliva-nero-maxi-intervento-dei-nas-sequestrati-46mila-2270241.html
https://www.civonline.it/cronaca/sequestrati-migliaia-di-chili-di-olio-e-olive-in-due-frantoi-della-tuscia-wrljslql
https://www.uniindia.com/~/kakinada-20-quintals-of-pds-rice-seized-in-private-premises/States/news/3120263.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/gang-smuggling-pds-rice-busted-hyderabad-news/articleshow/107066896.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/23-tonnes-of-ration-rice-seized-six-arrested/article67773370.ece
https://cadenaser.com/rioja/2024/01/08/fraude-alimentario-internacional-cuatro-detenidos-en-la-empresa-riojana-plaza-chica-por-comercializar-de-forma-irregular-conservas-de-atun-radio-rioja/
https://euroweeklynews.com/2024/01/08/massive-food-fraud-uncovered-in-la-rioja/
https://www.larioja.com/la-rioja/sucesos/cuatro-detenidos-fraude-atun-conserva-espana-italia-20240108105718-nt.html
https://www.greenme.it/salute-e-alimentazione/allerte-alimentari/maxi-sequestro-di-tonno-contraffatto-e-scaduto-pronto-per-essere-venduto-in-italia-e-spagna/
https://ilsalvagente.it/2024/01/14/tonno-scaduto-e-rietichettato-per-la-vendita-in-italia-maxi-sequestro-in-spagna/
https://ilsalvagente.it/2024/01/14/tonno-scaduto-e-rietichettato-per-la-vendita-in-italia-maxi-sequestro-in-spagna/
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analyses carried out. This gave rise to 30 warnings  mainly for excessively high water 
contents and non-compliant labelling  7 injunctions (return to compliance) and 1 criminal 
report drawn up for destruction of seals. 
TF1Info  Il Salvagente  

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

Misbranding 

   

The authorities seized in total 355 500 litres of milk adulterated with formalin, powder, 
and/or water. 
Urdu Point App App The News Urdu Point App The Nation
 Urdu Point App  

 
Pakistan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The Czech Agriculture and Food Inspection Authority (SZPI) analysed 21 samples of olive 
oil, identifying a non-compliance rate of 67% (14 out of 21). Some samples were 

-
presented deficiencies in the labelling. 
Food Safety News  

 
Czechia 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Misdescription/ 

Mislabelling/ 

Misbranding 

   

The authorities seized 5 tons of adulterated amchoor and 2.7 tons of adulterated chooran 
prepared without proper hygienic conditions. 
Urdu Point  

 
Pakistan 

 
Herbs and spices 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   

The authorities seized 40 tons of contraband corn. 
AgroCampana   

Argentina 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 17 600 bottles of contraband liquor. 
Deviscourse Indian Express The Hindu Uni India Uni India   

India 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized in total 35 tons of contraband sugar. 
Ani News Devdiscourse Ani News Myanmar News Camdobian Times
 Sri Lanka Source  Nigeria Sun Long Beach Star  Northern 
Ireland News Manila Metro Singapore Star  

 
India 

 
Other food products/ 

mixed 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 2 tons of pasta and sauces without traceability documentation. 
   

Italy 

 
Cereals and bakery 

products 

Soups, broths, sauces 

and condiments 

 

Grey market 

   

https://www.tf1info.fr/conso/video-enquete-dgccrf-eau-creme-sel-composition-du-beurre-la-repression-des-fraudes-met-en-garde-une-trentaine-d-industriels-2281505.html?_x_tr_hist=true
https://ilsalvagente.it/2024/01/12/troppe-ombre-sul-burro-francese/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/1500-liter-adulterated-milk-wasted-1784181.html
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-discards-1900-litre-adulterated-milk/
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-disposes-of-2500-ltrs-adulterated-milk/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1149552-crackdown-against-traffic-violations-intensified
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-imposes-rs-431m-fine-on-milkmen-last-mon-1788716.html
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-imposes-rs-43-1m-fine-on-milkmen-last-month/
https://www.nation.com.pk/26-Jan-2024/pfa-imposes-rs-43-1m-fine-on-milkmen-last-month
https://www.nation.com.pk/26-Jan-2024/pfa-imposes-rs-43-1m-fine-on-milkmen-last-month
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-disposes-off-900-liters-adulterated-milk-1789649.html
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/pfa-disposes-off-900-liters-adulterated-milk/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2024/01/czech-controls-find-problems-with-olive-oil-and-meat-products/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-seals-two-food-factories-1784934.html
https://agrocampana.com.ar/noticias_pagina.php?noticia=89957
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/2776402-up-police-seizes-truck-transporting-illicit-liquor-worth-rs-35-lakh-from-haryana-to-mp
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/police-intercept-boat-rs-5-lakh-liquor-gujarat-coast-9119022/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/three-arrested-for-selling-liquor-illegally-at-sengipatti/article67780544.ece
https://www.uniindia.com/~/1252-ndpl-liquor-bottles-seized-5-arrested/States/news/3134447.html
http://www.uniindia.com/~/1-252-ndpl-bottles-seized-in-ap-5-arrested/States/news/3134445.html
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-over-17000-kg-of-sugar-near-indo-bangladesh-border20240119191203/
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/2793592-meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border20240130204439/
https://www.myanmarnews.net/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.cambodiantimes.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.cambodiantimes.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.srilankasource.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.nigeriasun.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.longbeachstar.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.northernirelandnews.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.northernirelandnews.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.manilametro.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.singaporestar.com/news/274110958/meghalaya-bsf-seizes-18000-kg-sugar-190-bottles-of-phensedyl-syrup-near-international-border
https://www.giornalelora.it/carabinieri-nas-bologna-in-un-pastificio-riscontrate-muffe-e-infestazione-di-roditori/
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The authorities seized 1780 litres of contraband alcohol from Luxembourg. 
   

France 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 164.8 tons of contraband meat (beef and pork), for a total value of 
507 000 Euros. 
The Star   

 
Malaysia 

 
Meat and meat products 

(other than poultry) 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 5 300 litres of contraband liquor. 
El Tiempo El Pais   

Colombia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 21 tons of fish smuggled from Russia. 
24.kg   

Kyrgyzstan 

 
Fish and fish products 

 

Grey market 

   

The authorities seized 6 300 litres of expired and substandard oil used by food points. 
App Urdu Point Daily Times The Nation  
 
Punjab Food Authority seized 10 000 litres of cooking oil made up of inedible poultry offal 
and bones. 
App  

 
Pakistan 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Adulteration/ Product 

tampering 

   
The authorities of the French Guiana seized 1.5 tons of contraband fruits and vegetables 
from Brazil. 
France Guyane  

 
France 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 

Grey market 

   
Zambia Revenue Authority seized 2000 of smuggled alcoholic beverages (total value of 
143 000 Euros). 
Daily Mail  

 
Zambia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 

Grey market 

   
The authorities seized 12 tons of substandard, expired and unhygienic meat and 
adulterated spices. 
Urdu Point The News  

 
Pakistan 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 
meat products 

 

Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The authorities seized 3 000 litres of contraband cooking oils from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 
Chimp Reports  
 
 

 
Uganda 

 
Fats and oils 

 

Grey market 

https://www.lessentiel.lu/de/story/erwischt-fahrer-schmuggelte-1780-liter-alkohol-aus-luxemburg-103026436
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2024/01/24/customs-seizes-rm26mil-worth-of-beef-pork-imported-without-permits
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/tenian-listo-mas-de-5-mil-litros-de-trago-de-contrabando-para-vender-en-cali-848543
https://www.elpais.com.co/cali/licor-adulterado-en-cali-asi-fue-el-operativo-en-el-que-incautaron-mas-de-5300-litros-en-una-bodega-el-centro-de-la-ciudad-2637.html
https://24.kg/english/285217__Smuggling_of_21_tons_of_fish_from_Russia_into_Kyrgyzstan_prevented/
https://www.app.com.pk/national/pfa-fines-1100-eateries-for-unhygienic-cooking-practices/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-fines-1100-eateries-for-unhygienic-cookin-1789511.html
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1165279/pfa-fines-1100-eateries-for-unhygienic-cooking-practices/
https://www.nation.com.pk/29-Jan-2024/pfa-fines-1100-eateries-for-unhygienic-cooking-practices
https://www.app.com.pk/domestic/about-10000-liter-substandard-cooking-oil-wasted/
https://www.franceguyane.fr/actualite/faitsdivers/regina-importantes-saisies-de-fruits-et-legumes-de-contrebande-972671.php
https://www.daily-mail.co.zm/2024/01/29/zra-seizes-k4m-alcohol-gaga/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/expired-unhygienic-frozen-meat-worth-rs18-m-1790284.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1153038-expired-frozen-meat-worth-rs1-8m-discarded
https://chimpreports.com/ura-seizes-3-000-litres-of-smuggled-cooking-oil/
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Overview of 42 years of food fraud cases 

A peer-reviewed article presents an overview of the most recurrent food fraud-related adulterations from more than 15 500 

records registered in more than forty years. Dairy, seafood, meat, herbs and spices are particularly prone to fraud. 

Journal of Food Protection Food Authenticity Global  

 

Food safety and fraud risks in the insect protein supply chain 
A peer-reviewed scientific article analyses the vulnerabilities of edible insects by mapping the related supply chain. The main 

food safety concern was identified in the feed substrate, whereas novel processing techniques could trigger fraudulent 

activities. 

Science of Food  Food Authenticity   

 

 

 

The Food Fraud Monthly Report is drafted Food Integrity T.5 
Text and Data Mining  

 

Joint Research Centre 

 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©Sea Wave  stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White  stock.adobe.com 
©UBE  stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio  stock.adobe.com 

If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for 
Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.  

For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

 
 

Other interesting articles 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfp.2024.100227
https://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/food-fraud-records-summary-of-data-1980-2022
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41538-023-00241-y
https://www.foodauthenticity.global/blog/edible-insects-supply-chain-vulnerability-map
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5

