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A local Malaysian journal discovered a huge fraud case involving fake “halal” 
certifications. For more than 40 years, the criminal cartel have bribed customs 
officials to smuggle cheap and non-halal meat mislabelled as “halal”, thus increasing 
its value for the Muslim consumers. The agents seized 1 500 tons of frozen meat 
(including kangaroo and horse), together with fake labels and rubber stamps. The 
cartel also utilised the logo of a company famous for its highly-demanded products. 
New Straits Times 21/12/2020  New Straits Times 22/12/2020 
Mashable 23/12/2020 
The Straits Times - Malay Mail - New Straits Times 29/12/2020 
Bloomberg  SCMP 30/12/2020 
The Straits Times 02/01/2021   Daily Muslin 05/01/2021 
Malay Mail 12/01/2021  Malay Mail Food Safety Tech 19/01/2021 
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The Spanish Civil Guard seized 15 tons of grapes mislabelled as organic (total value 
of 24 000 euros). The products should be shipped to companies in Spain and France. 
The Olive Press 11/01/2021 
Informacion 11/01/2021 
Fresh Plaza 12/01/2021 

 
Spain 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Mislabelling 

   
The Indian authorities seized almost 10 tons of lollipops and candies (for children) 
adulterated with talcum powder. 
India.com 13/01/2021 
Business Today 14/01/2021 

 
India 

 
Confectionery 

 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   
According to the Bulgarian National Potato Growers Association, French and German 
potatoes are imported in their country and mislabelled as “Origin: Bulgarian”. The 
average price for imported potatoes (4-6 cents/kg) is usually half of the Bulgarian 
ones (11 cents/kg). 
Novinite 15/01/2021 
Food Focus 19/01/2021 

 
Bulgaria 

 
Fruits and vegetables 

 
Mislabelling 

   

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/12/651038/meat-cartel-bribing-government-officers
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/12/651322/cartel-crackdown-neither-beef-nor-halal
https://sea.mashable.com/culture/13752/malaysian-muslims-have-been-eating-fake-halal-meat-for-40-years
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/johor-firm-linked-to-fake-halal-meat-syndicate-to-be-charged-in-court
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/12/29/meat-cartel-scandal-importer-using-fake-halal-logo-on-vehicles-to-be-charge/1935845
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/12/653040/jakim-announces-action-plan-tackle-meat-cartel-scandal
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-30/fake-halal-meat-scandal-in-muslim-majority-malaysia-fuels-anger
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3115837/malaysian-cartel-allegedly-sold-fake-halal-meat-muslims-40
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/halal-meat-scandal-malaysian-authorities-slammed-for-perceived-inaction
https://www.dailymuslim.it/2021/01/malesia-continua-lo-scandalo-per-le-certificazione-halal-false/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/01/12/johor-macc-to-detain-delivery-agent-five-days-for-questioning-into-meat-car/1939637
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/01/19/four-day-remand-for-three-more-johor-quarantine-and-inspection-officers-in/1941821
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/four-decades-of-food-fraud/
https://www.theolivepress.es/spain-news/2021/01/11/sour-grapes-as-fruit-fraudsters-pull-organic-con-on-spains-costa-blanca/
https://www.informacion.es/elda/2021/01/11/guardia-civil-destapa-macroestafa-internacional-27370680.html
https://www.freshplaza.com/article/9283019/spanish-police-investigate-international-scam-involving-sale-of-non-certified-organic-grapes/
https://www.india.com/viral/over-9000-kg-of-lollipop-candies-adulterated-with-talcum-powder-seized-case-filed-under-food-safety-act-4328886/
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/corporate/candygate-over-9000-kg-lollipops-candies-adulterated-with-talcum-powder-seized/story/427938.html
https://www.novinite.com/articles/207603/Big+%E2%80%9CPotato+Fraud%E2%80%9D+Exposed+in+Bulgaria
https://www.foodfocus.co.za/home/News-and-Events/Industry-News/Big-Potato-Fraud-Exposed-in-Bulgaria
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The Italian authorities seized almost 2 tons of cheese and more than 100 kg of dried 
tomatoes lacking the required documentation or label. Hygienic standards were also 
not respected. 
Casteddu Online 19/01/2021 
Ansa 19/01/2021 

 
Italy 

 
Fruits and vegetables 
Milk and milk products 

 
Documents 

   
Two Italian companies have been caught selling low-quality apple juice mislabelled as 
“organic” and containing expired fruits (with high levels of mycotoxins) and 
unauthorised substances (e.g. sugar, plant protection products). Within the operation 
“Bad Juice” the authorities seized 1 411 tons of products, for a total value of 5 million 
euros. 
Il Dolomiti 19/01/2021 

 
Italy 

 
Non-alcoholic 
beverages 

 
Mislabelling 
Unapproved treatment 
and/or process 

   
The Spanish authorities denounced a dairy company producing mozzarella from 
buffalo’s and cow’s milk, but mislabelled as “100% buffalo mozzarella”, which is a GI 
product. 
EFA News - Zazoom - Anteprima24 19/01/2021 

 
Spain 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
IPR – Intellectual 
property rights 

   
The Jordan Food and Drug Administration (JFDA) seized 27 tons of powdered milk and 
cheese, with falsified nutrition labels, all over the country. The products were 
apparently not suitable for human consumption as well. 
Petra Gov 21/01/2021 

 
Jordan 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Mislabelling 

   
The Indian police uncovered an organisation producing fake turmeric and chilli powder 
starting from chemicals and waste materials (e.g. wood dust and rice powder). 
Products were misbranded with the logo of a popular company before entering the 
market. 
Times of India 22/01/2021 

 
India 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Counterfeit 
IPR – Intellectual 
property rights 

   
The Spanish Civil Guard seized 122 tons of meat (poultry, beef, pork, rabbit) unfit for 
human consumption, and mislabelled in terms of freshness (e.g. expiry date), origin 
and organic labels. The authorities are currently investigating ten companies. 
Euro Weekly News 24/01/2021 
The Olive Press 25/01/2021 
Food Safety News 27/01/2021 

 
Spain 

 
Meat and meat 
products (other than 
poultry) 
Poultry meat and 
poultry meat products 

 
Mislabelling 

   
As part of the “Operation Hitsmo”, the Spanish authorities seized 225 000 bottles of 
counterfeit rum (total value of 3.5 million euros) together with the European Anti-
Fraud Office (OLAF). The criminals produced fake labels from three famous brands of 
rum in Spain. 
Food Safety News 27/01/2021 
Securing Industry 28/01/2021 

 
Spain 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Counterfeit 

   
   

https://www.castedduonline.it/muffe-residui-non-rimossi-e-mancata-tracciabilita-dei-prodotti-i-nas-sequestrano-formaggi-per-30mila-euro-nel-cagliaritano/
https://www.ansa.it/sardegna/notizie/2021/01/19/cella-frigo-in-locale-sporco-blitz-nas-in-caseificio-quartu_6065b1ff-d175-4587-a622-b42a0d681bd1.html
https://www.ildolomiti.it/economia-e-lavoro/2021/succo-concentrato-di-mela-con-acqua-e-zucchero-falsamente-venduto-per-biologico-due-aziende-trentine-nei-guai-sequestrati-beni-per-3-milioni-di-euro
https://www.efanews.eu/item/16335-the-fake-of-catalan-buffalo-mozzarella-has-been-recognized.html
https://www.zazoom.it/2021-01-20/falsa-mozzarella-di-bufala-dop-venduta-in-spagna-denunciato-caseificio-iberico/7967428/
https://www.anteprima24.it/caserta/mozzarella-bufala-spagna-caseificio/
https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=31803&lang=en&name=en_news
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/three-detained-for-adulterated-spice-business-in-ganjam/articleshow/80402775.cms
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/01/24/tons-of-meat-confiscated-in-malaga/
https://www.theolivepress.es/spain-news/2021/01/25/gang-in-spains-malaga-busted-for-selling-out-of-date-meat-to-takeaways-and-restaurants/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/01/spain-seizes-meat-and-rum-in-two-crackdowns/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/01/spain-seizes-meat-and-rum-in-two-crackdowns/
https://www.securingindustry.com/food-and-beverage/spanish-police-dismantle-national-fake-rum-operation-/s104/a12878/#.YBfeXud7nad
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According to a collective action, in Colombia many companies replace part of their 
milk with whey, a liquid by-product resulting from the production of cheese.  
Caracol 27/1/2021 
Occidente 28/01/2021 

 
Colombia 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Replacement/ dilution/ 
addition/ removal 

   
The Italian authorities seized 2 tons of fish missing the required traceability 
documentation. 
Giornale di Sicilia 28/01/2021 
 

 
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Documents 

   
The Italian authorities seized 6.5 tons of processed meat products, which were sold by 
a supermarket without respecting the traceability legislation. 
Latina Today 30/01/2021 

 
Italy 

 
Meat and meat 
products (other than 
poultry) 

 
Documents 

 
2/01/2021 – PFA report summarising the 2020 activities 

 

Pakistan 

In 2020 the Punjab Food Authority (PFA) discarded 3.5 million litres of adulterated 
milk and 120 tons of blended spices. 
The News 
The News 

 

Herbs and spices 
Milk and milk products 

   
08/01/2021 – A summary of food fraud cases from 2020 

 
World 

An article from an online magazine summarizes the most relevant food fraud cases 
that occurred during 2020. 
Food Safety Tech  

 
Food 

   
08/01/2021 – New insights on food fraud perception from the Eurobarometer 

 
EU 

The EU Commission published the new Eurobarometer “Making our food fit for the 
future – Citizens’ expectations” carried out by Kantar with 27 000 interviews in 27 
EU Member States. Concerning food fraud, the majority of consumers are worried of: 
1) being misled about the true qualities of a food; 2) possible threats to their health 
(e.g. toxic substances). 
Eurobarometer (PDF) 
Food Safety News 
Le Blogaa 

 
Food 

   
20/01/2021 – An overview of frauds in the olive oil sector 

 
EU 

JRC staff contributed to a recent scientific review discussing the food frauds 
affecting olive oil, as well as current and future ways to tackle the phenomenon. 
Food Control 

 
Fats and oils 

   
   

Other interesting articles 

https://caracol.com.co/programa/2021/01/27/hoy_por_hoy/1611766618_997562.html
https://occidente.co/colombia/los-colombianos-estan-tomando-leche-adulterada/
https://palermo.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2021/01/28/sequestrate-a-palermo-due-tonnellate-di-pesce-non-a-norma-d31a9590-c166-4738-9930-ddc7671ba949/
https://www.latinatoday.it/cronaca/aprilia-controlli-supermercato-carabinieri-forestali-multe.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/767974-pfa-sealed-9-221-food-points-in-2020
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/767892-basharat-rraja-firdous-ashiq-awan-praise-rescuers-for-completing-training
https://foodsafetytech.com/column/food-authenticity-2020-in-review/
https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/ResultDoc/download/DocumentKy/91035
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/01/food-safety-a-top-concern-for-europeans/
https://leblogaa.blogspot.com/2021/01/la-securite-des-aliments-figure-parmi.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0956713521000402?dgcid=rss_sd_all
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14/01/2021 – Food fraud in the honey sector 
 

World 

A popular online magazine highlights the challenges in the honey sector, with a 
special focus on adulteration practices from China affecting the global honey chain. 
Wired 
Il Fatto Alimentare 

 
Honey and royal jelly 

   
28/01/2021 –Food fraud on the rise in UK  

 
UK 

According to a report from the Food Authenticity Network, during the Covid-19 
pandemic food fraud cases related to adulteration (+30%) and counterfeit (+47%) 
increased. Most affected categories include spirits, wine and honey. 
The Grocer 

 
Food 

   
28/01/2021 – USA Consumers against seafood fraud, poll reports 

 
USA 

According to Oceana, the vast majority of USA consumers and politicians would 
support policies against frauds in the seafood sector and in favour of similar 
standards between domestic and imported products. 
Market Screener 

 
Bivalve molluscs and 
products thereof 
Cephalopods and 
products thereof 
Crustaceans and 
products thereof 
Fish and fish products 
Gastropods 

   

Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of 
food fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take 
any responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed 
shall not be regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission. 

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre 
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© Alex White – stock.adobe.com 
© UBE – stock.adobe.com 
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In case you would like to receive a notification whenever our new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our 
Knowledge Centre for Food Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please give us your consent to be inserted in our 
distribution list by writing to our functional mail box: JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu. For any comments, questions or 
feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

 
 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/honey-fraud-detection
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/miele-adulterato-cinese.html
https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/food-safety/global-food-fraud-rising-as-result-of-pandemic-report-finds/652567.article
https://www.marketscreener.com/news/latest/Americans-Overwhelmingly-Support-Ending-Illegal-Fishing-and-Seafood-Fraud-Poll-Finds--32298066/
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/food-fraud-quality_en
mailto:JRC-EU-KC-FFQ@ec.europa.eu?subject=Request%20for%20subscription%20to%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20report&body=Dear%20KC-FFQ%2C%0A%0AI%20give%20you%20my%20consent%20to%20store%20my%20personal%20data%20in%20the%20distribution%20list%20of%20Food%20Fraud%20Monthly%20Report%20managed%20by%20KC-FFQ.%20%0A%0AMy%20name%20is%3A%0A%0AI%20work%20for%3A%20%0A%0AMy%20interests%20are%20in%20the%20field%20of%3A%20%0A%0AKind%20regards%2C%0A
http://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=food-fraud-quality&destination=food-fraud-quality&related_knowledge_service=4719

