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Defining and identifying “immigrant urban hot-spots” 
(or multi-ethnic neighbourhoods). In a way to:
- Allow the full comparability of results

- Avoid the “modifiable area unit problem” 

Definition: square kilometers with the highest concentration 
of foreigners

Method

- summary of all alternative aggregations of 100x100 
meters cells into square kilometers (focal statistics)

- identification of non contiguous square kilometers with 
the highest concentration of foreigners per country

- (qualitative and on the ground verification <-> 
identification of concentration thresholds)



Ethnic neighbourhoods in Italy



Ethnic neighbourhoods in Italy: 
Highest concentration of foreigners

Torino | Barriera di Milano
Foreigners: 9.709 (35% of tot. population)



Ethnic neighbourhoods in Italy: 
Highest percentage of foreigners

Prato | ‘Chinatown’
Foreigners: 4.000 (40% of tot. population)



Ethnic neighbourhoods in Spain



Ethnic neighbourhoods in Spain

Highest number of foreigners:

COSLADA | Madrid metropolitan area

Number of for.: 8.122 (35% of pop.)

Main nation.: Romania (98% of for.)

Highest percentage of foreigners:

ROQUETAS DE MAR | Almeria

Number of foreign.: 4.556 (41% of pop.)

Main nation.: Romania (62% of for.)



Ethnic neighbourhoods in France



Ethnic neighbourhoods in France

Highest number of foreigners:

BELLEVILLE WEST | Paris

Num. of foreigners: 11.500 (22% of pop.)

Main nationality: China (27% of foreign.)

Highest percentage of foreigners:

AUBERVILLIERS-PANTIN | Paris

Number of foreig.: 9.771 (41% of pop.)

Main nation.: China (23% of foreign.)



Ethnic neighbourhoods in Germany



Ethnic neighbourhoods in Germany

Highest number of foreigners:

NEUKOLLN NORTH | Berlin

Number of foreigners: 7.991 (32% of pop.)

Main nationality: Turkey (30% of foreign.)

Highest percentage of foreigners:

CHORWEILER | Leverkusen/Koln

Number of foreign.: 6.358 (50% of pop.)

Main nation.: Turkey (34% of foreign.)



Comparisons between countries 
Percentage of foreigners over total population



Comparisons between countries 
Main nationality (% of foreigners)



Comparisons between countries 
‘Ethnic’ diversity
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Comparisons between countries 
Distance from the (nearest) city center



Potential utilizations and future activities

- Dissemination and data visualization to improve
information, knowledge and awareness about multi-
ethnic neighbourhoods

- to allow cross-case, cross-country, cross-city 
comparative, quantitative and qualitative research
(eg. the spatial assimilation/ethnic enclave debate)

- to favour a better targeting of policies for the 
integration of migrants in Europe (eg. EPIM, ESF, 
CLLD) 

(filippo.celata@uniroma1.it)


