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What is data journalism?

• Finding stories in structured information
• Data is used to find trends, outliers and leads for further reporting
• Provides an empirical spine to a story
• Use data to inform storytelling (e.g. where to send reporters)
• Data analysis + reporting delivers hard-hitting stories
• “Aggressive collaboration” with specialist reporters
• Cross border collaborations



Steps to data journalism

1. Straight data (e.g. analysis of official statistical releases)



https://bit.ly/3wpAjOk

Straight data
EU youth deserts



Steps to data journalism

1. Straight data (e.g. analysis of official statistical releases)
2. Merging data (for example asylum seekers vs local population)



Merging
Asylum disparities

https://bit.ly/3p5cesA



Steps to data journalism

1. Straight data (e.g. analysis of official statistical releases)
2. Merging data (for example asylum seekers vs local population)
3. Request data (e.g. through FOIs)



Build your own
Former MPs’ passes

bit.ly/3o2brtm



Steps to data journalism

1. Straight data (e.g. analysis of official statistical releases)
2. Merging data (for example asylum seekers vs local population)
3. Request data (e.g. through FOIs)
4. Build your own (e.g. Bias in Britain; World Cup betting ads)



Colour of Power

Build your own

bit.ly/3d1zRgf



Steps to data journalism

1. Straight data (e.g. analysis of official statistical releases)
2. Merging data (for example asylum seekers vs local population)
3. Request data (e.g. through FOIs)
4. Build your own (e.g. World Cup ads/Bias in Britain
5. Scraping/coding

Cleaning (not a technique in itself but a necessary part of data journalism)



#polluters

Making data 
meaningfully 
accessible

http://bit.ly/2KJS0RU

http://bit.ly/2KJS0RU




1. Attention to detail



1. Attention to detail

1. Collaborative



1. Attention to detail

1. Collaborative

1. Hungry/nose for news



Questions?

Pamela Duncan
@porcelinad


