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It was our 175th anniversary last year
We’ve been creating charts in print for 165 years
And on the web since 1996
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Team work

• We produce static 
charts and maps and 
data-driven articles

• Our developers work 
on big interactives

https://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2018/02/daily-chart-5


Team work



Our toolbox



The Data Team at The Economist

• 20 data team members
• 4 developers
• Divided into data and visual data

journalists
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So, how does our team at The Economist look like? There are 20 data team members in total, 4 are interactive developers who work on our interactive data visualisations and the rest are split into two groups: the data journalists who find the data, gather and analyse it and write an article and the visual journalists who will take the data and visualise it in a static graphic, using Adobe Illustrator



Toolbox

• Excel
• Google Sheets
• Open Refine
• R
• Python
• GitHub



Toolbox

• Silverbullet
• Adobe Creative Suite
• RAWGraphs
• QGIS
• R/ggplot2
• D3
• Observable



Toolbox
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And of course pen & paper -- and a lot of patience for many iterations!
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An example of a simple data story
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I often get asked what comes first the data or the story. I said, and I stand by that, that it’s usually the data that comes first and you then find the story in the data. But sometimes a reporter might notice something in real life and that will lead to the data for the story. These things can be difficult though – going out with a hypothesis and desperately trying to find sth to fit your story idea is definitely not the way to do it. But I wanted to share an example with you where I had an idea and decided to pursue it



An example of a simple data story
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I tried to think of a way this trend could be found in data. But sales data just for houseplants turned out to be difficult to come by and using the popularity of an Instagram hashtag and its growth was too spurious for an Economist article. Besides, Instagram is still growing, so naturally a hashtags popularity would grow with it and would make it difficult to prove the trend. So I turned to a different tool, I looked at Google Trends data. Google search has been around for long enough and has been steadily popular (besides you can select a region)
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Last year one student asked me what comes first the data or the story. I said, and I stand by that, that it’s usually the data that comes first and you then find the story in the data. But sometimes a reporter might notice something in real life and that will lead to the data for the story. These things can be difficult though – going out with a hypothesis and desperately trying to find sth to fit your story idea is definitely not the way to do it. But I wanted to present you with an example where I had an idea and then pursued it



An example of a simple data story

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year one student asked me what comes first the data or the story. I said, and I stand by that, that it’s usually the data that comes first and you then find the story in the data. But sometimes a reporter might notice something in real life and that will lead to the data for the story. These things can be difficult though – going out with a hypothesis and desperately trying to find sth to fit your story idea is definitely not the way to do it. But I wanted to present you with an example where I had an idea and then pursued it



An example of a simple data story

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It became a video: https://twitter.com/TheEconomist/status/1030801725773553664?s=20 

https://twitter.com/TheEconomist/status/1030801725773553664?s=20


An example of a simple data story
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It became an instagram story: https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18031844152157379/

https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18031844152157379/


Further reading

• Sarah Leo’s article about what we’ve learned from errors in data 
visualisation at The Economist

• Datavisualisation at The Economist from 1987 to today by Graham 
Douglas

• Reddit AMA with our interactive developers
• Amelia Wattenberger’s  blog pos t about how to learn D3
• Lisa Charlotte Ros t’s  blog pos t about what ques tions  to ask when 

creating charts

https://medium.economist.com/mistakes-weve-drawn-a-few-8cdd8a42d368
https://medium.economist.com/data-visualisation-from-1987-to-today-65d0609c6017
https://medium.economist.com/data-visualisation-from-1987-to-today-65d0609c6017
https://medium.economist.com/data-visualisation-from-1987-to-today-65d0609c6017
https://www.reddit.com/r/dataisbeautiful/
about:blank
https://blog.datawrapper.de/better-charts/


Thanks.

Marie Segger
Data Journalist | The Economist
@mariesegger | mariesegger@economist.com



Questions?
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