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Step 10
Visualization
19th JRC Annual training on Composite Indicators and Scoreboards
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10 STEPS to build 
a Composite Indicator
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Data has an important story to tell 
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Data Visualization is about how you want to tell that story
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What makes a good chart?



Visual perception



7



Visualization uses perception to free cognition



9

Motion

Colour

Form

Preattentive attributes on charts
Position

Used to quickly focus the

reader on the most important

pieces of information
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Some vague guidelines

• Understand the context

• Choose the appropriate visual 

display

• Eliminate clutter (simple is better)

• Focus attention where you want it

• Tell a story

How to communicate effectively with data?

It depends

• On the data

• On the context

• On the message
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Remember the message
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The importance of choosing the best visuals
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•

•

• Eliminate clutter (simple is better)

• Focus attention where you want it

•

How to communicate effectively?

•

•

•
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Eliminate clutter



25

Eliminate clutter and focus on the message
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Thank youS
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