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10 STEPS to build
a Composite Indicator
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Data has an important story to tell
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Data Visualization is about how you want to tell that story
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the same amount of wealth as the bottom 90%
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" FDR's New Deal is fully The 1981 Reagan tax cuts sparked the trend After the Great Recession, the Top
implemented. The Top 0.1% and toward increased income inequality as the 0.1% had the same wealth as the
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Note: Data estmated by Berkeley Professors Seaz and Zucman using captalized income tax retums, see also here:
hitp./igabrel-zucman euluswealth/ Source: D10 Jfwerw Dusiness 05 der (O,
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What makes a good chart?
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Visual perception
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Visualization uses to free



Preattentive attributes on charts
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Used to quickly focus the
reader on the most important

pieces of information
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AMCDFREESHPOFQHOPIUOIULFKSDK
FKFJZFCPTHBMUGINDICATORSDH DX
BEWZCOMPOSITEAETFRILMNOIJKPBR
LADXOGFJEILKSAPRPIZZAHMXOQBIB
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Ticket volume over time
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Inmate infections in U.S. correctional facilities
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How to communicate effectively with data?

It depends Some vague guidelines

On the data Understand the context

N
On the context _Ag

On the message

Choose the appropriate visual
display

Eliminate clutter (simple is better)

Focus attention where you want it

Tell a story
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Remember the message
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The importance of choosing the best visuals

Ticket performance . .
Ticket volume over time
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250 months we fell behind and haven't been able to catch up
250 ;
200 P Received
150 £ 200
s Processed
o
100 2 1%
=)
50 g 100
=
0 50
A A& & D A e N & & @ S
& ﬁk‘? @é WO V¥ é@ é—éﬁ & ef&& 0
b ¥ s H@Q’\' Q ‘\0"‘3’ sz Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

M Tickets received W Tickets processed

European
Commission

22




How to communicate effectively?

 Eliminate clutter (simple is better)

 Focus attention where you want it




Eliminate clutter
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Eliminate clutter and focus on the message
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Thank youS

carlos.moura@ec.europa.eu | jrc-coin@ec.europa.eu

@ https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu osite-indicators en
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