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EM2030: connecting data and evidence to advocacy and action

• Understanding the gender policy space

• Understanding advocates priorities and information needs

• Direct support to grassroots civil society organisations
• Providing demand driven system-level tools, like the SDG Gender Index and 

the gender advocates data hub (data.em2030.org)
• Building capacity – skills training programmes from data to influencing
• Providing tailored data support to achieve policy change



the USP of the SDG Gender Index

• Apply a gender lens across 14 of 17 goals

• Universal relevance and global coverage

• SDGs as a normative framework and accountability mechanism

• Benchmarks progress since 2015 – updated next in 2021

• Transparent / easy to communicate

• 129 countries and 95% of world’s population of girls and women

• Overall index scores   14 goals 51 indicators



headline messages

No country will achieve gender 
equality by 2030

Even top-scoring countries are 
not doing well on gender equality 
in some goals

1.4 billion or 40% of the world’s 
girls and women live in 
countries that get a “very 
poor” score on gender equality

Melinda Gates 
launching 
Index at 
Women 
Deliver in June 
2019 in 
Vancouver



African countries perform well on gender equality 
in political participation and financial inclusion

1%

44%

45%

48%

49%

60%

61%

64%

67%

70%

70%

71%

75%

76%

100%

Yemen

Ghana

Romania

Uganda

Zimbabwe

Mauritius

South Africa

Serbia

Bulgaria

Namibia

Russia

Greece

Kenya

Lithuania

Norway

Women's use of digital payment services, 2017Proportion of ministerial or sr. govt roles held by women, 2017





El Salvador

Colombia

Senegal Kenya

India

Indonesia

national influencing partners

• Are we getting index and related data into the hands of local and national women’s organizations? 
• Are they effectively using that data in their advocacy? 
• Are we supporting them to develop the data skills that they need?



how index is being used and its contribution to 
policy or advocacy initiatives at the national level

• 300 grass roots advocates trained on using the Index (and data) for 
advocacy

• Index used to frame national efforts to use data for influencing policy
• Secondary education (Senegal)

• Land security (Kenya)

• Violence (India, Kenya)

• Child marriage (Indonesia)

• Access to SRH services (India)

• Leadership/decisionmaking (Colombia)



how index is being used and its contribution to 
policy or advocacy initiatives at the global level

Global and regional policy platforms

• Beijing +25 declarations/political documents

• ICPD declarations and political documents

• Commission on the Status of Women - training advocates

• UN General Assembly / HLP Forum through VNR process



challenges faced when developing the index

• General pushback on another new gender index

• Consultation – enough is never enough – but can be 
enabled by strong partners

• Links to major events is essential

• Partnering with key information brokers

• Finding the sweet spot between 
• data availability and gender-relevant indicators

• comprehensiveness and relevance to a specific policy 
issue/campaign/etc.



info@equalmeasures2030.org

Sign up for our newsletter

@Equal2030

@Equal2030

equalmeasures2030.org

data.em2030.org
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