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Food Fraud Cases

© European Union, 2025

A crackdown on counterfeit alcohol, codenamed "Operation Cengel-17", has resulted in the
arrest of 28 individuals and the seizure of 98 600 | of adulterated ethyl alcohol. The alcohol
had been disguised with "Surface Cleaner" labels and distributed across four provinces in
Turkey, centred around Bursa. The operation aimed to prevent the deaths of hundreds of
people due to consumption of counterfeit alcohol.

01/03/2025  haberler

Authorities in Cote d'lvoire have seized 75 tonnes of cocoa intended for smuggling. The
operation aims to combat tax evasion and protect the national economy.
05/03/2025  afrique-sur

Sri Lankan authorities have seized a stock of contaminated wheat flour after detecting high
levels of mould and other contaminants. The operation aims to protect public health and
prevent the distribution of adulterated food products.

06/03/2025  srilankamirror

Bolivian authorities have seized a large quantity of smuggled food and fuel, valued at nearly
EUR 510 000. The operation was carried out in different parts of the country and confiscated
products such as oil, rice, sugar, flour and fuel.

14/03/2025  elpais

Pakistan's Food Authority has destroyed 315 000 | of adulterated milk.
14/03/2025  urdupoint
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https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://en.haberler.com/hundreds-of-people-were-saved-from-death-they-18418463/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.afrique-sur7.fr/cote-divoire-75-tonnes-de-cacao-destinees-a-la-contrebande-saisies
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://srilankamirror.com/news/contaminated-wheat-flour-stock-seized/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://elpais.bo/nacional/20250314_comisan-alimentos-y-carburantes-de-contrabando-valuados-en-casi-bs-4-millones.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/food-authority-destroys-315000l-of-adultera-1944411.html

© European Union, 2025

Gauteng police in South Africa have seized a large quantity of counterfeit alcohol, valued at
over EUR 45 000. Two people have been arrested in connection with the case. The operation
was carried out in an effort to combat the production and distribution of illegal alcohol in the
region.

14/03/2025  citizen

Swiss authorities have uncovered a case of meat smuggling, with a total of 208 t of meat of
unknown origin. The investigation took place in 2024 and is looking into the origin and route of
the smuggled meat.

14/03/2025  ticinonews

swissinfo  schwaebische

Turkey's Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has updated the list of honey products that do
not meet quality standards. The list includes several famous honey brands that have been
found to be adulterated and contaminated.

16/03/2025  haberler

Brazilian police have dismantled a factory producing counterfeit olive oil in the coastal region
of Sdo Paulo, Brazil. The operation was carried out after an investigation revealed the
production and distribution of adulterated olive oil in the region.

17/03/2025  gl.globo

Italian police have seized 700 kg of food products without traceability and not suitable for
consumption from a street vendor in Calabria, Italy.
16/03/2025  guicosenza

Italian authorities have carried out checks in Catania and detected several cases of fish
without traceability, as well as other suspicious food products. Fines have been imposed and
products seized for a total value of EUR 11 000.

17/03/2025  catania.gds lasiciliaweb ilsicilia cataniatoday

Malaysian police have arrested two individuals attempting to smuggle 40 t of white rice.
17/03/2025  thestar

The egg shortage crisis in the United States has led to an increase in egg smuggling from
Mexico. United States authorities have reported a surge in egg seizures at the border, even
surpassing the amount of fentanyl seized. High egg prices in the United States have created a
lucrative market for smugglers, who are taking advantage of the situation to illegally introduce
eggs into the country.

17/03/2025 ecosdanoticia nypost rpp tgcom24 tflinfo gl.globo istoe
noticias  fox5sandiego

The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has recalled over 60 000 bags of a
popular brand of potato chips that were distributed in three states. The recall was due to the
presence of an undeclared ingredient in the product.

17/03/2025  infobae
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https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/crime/gauteng-police-seize-r1-million-in-fake-alcohol-two-arrested-pics/
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https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/foreign-affairs/swiss-customs-investigates-over-200-tons-of-smuggled-meat/88992303
https://www.schwaebische.de/regional/bodensee/friedrichshafen/schmuggel-aufgeflogen-dieses-fleisch-landete-zum-glueck-auf-keinem-teller-news-3404626
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://en.haberler.com/the-ministry-has-updated-the-list-the-famous-honey-2065865/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://g1.globo.com/sp/santos-regiao/noticia/2025/03/17/policia-desmonta-fabrica-de-azeite-falsificado-no-litoral-de-sp-veja.ghtml
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.quicosenza.it/news/calabria/sequestrati-ad-un-ambulante-700-chili-di-generi-alimentari-senza-tracciabilita-e-non-idonei-al-consumo
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://catania.gds.it/articoli/cronaca/2025/03/17/pesce-senza-tracciabilita-sequestri-e-sanzioni-a-catania-7975192c-d04d-4f0a-bbb6-e45408fe6260/
https://www.lasiciliaweb.it/2025/03/pesce-e-uova-sospetti-11-000-euro-di-multe-a-catania/
https://ilsicilia.it/pesce-senza-tracciabilita-sequestri-e-sanzioni-a-catania/
https://www.cataniatoday.it/cronaca/controlli-pesce-gastronomia-viale-rapisardi-catering-mense.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2025/03/18/duo-nabbed-trying-to-smuggle-40-tonnes-of-white-rice#goog_rewarded
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://ecosdanoticia.net/2025/03/ovos-contrabandeados-apreensoes-nos-eua-aumentam-a-medida-que-precos-sobem/
https://nypost.com/2025/03/18/us-news/us-border-agents-seizing-more-eggs-than-fentanyl/
https://rpp.pe/usa/actualidad/usa-contrabando-de-huevos-desde-mexico-a-eeuu-multas-y-sanciones-por-ingresar-el-producto-ilegalmente-estados-unidos-rppusa-noticia-1622727
https://www.tgcom24.mediaset.it/2025/video/usa-per-l-emergenza-uova-aumenta-il-contrabbando-dal-messico_95363404-02k.shtml
https://www.tf1info.fr/international/verif-y-a-t-il-vraiment-plus-de-saisies-d-oeufs-que-de-fentanyl-aux-frontieres-des-etats-unis-2360546.html
https://g1.globo.com/economia/agronegocios/noticia/2025/03/22/contrabando-de-ovos-supera-o-de-drogas-em-fronteira-entre-tijuana-no-mexico-e-san-diego-nos-eua.ghtml
https://istoe.com.br/contrabando-de-ovos-supera-o-de-drogas-na-fronteira-dos-eua-com-o-mexico/
https://noticias.r7.com/internacional/revista-oeste/falta-de-ovo-estimula-contrabando-nos-eua-volume-supera-trafico-de-drogas-26032025/
https://fox5sandiego.com/news/border-report/border-patrol-smuggled-eggs-united-states-mexico/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.infobae.com/estados-unidos/2025/03/18/la-fda-retira-mas-de-60000-bolsas-de-famosas-papas-fritas-que-se-distribuyeron-en-tres-estados-de-eeuu/

© European Union, 2025

Brazilian authorities have seized over 40 t of counterfeit olive oil, equivalent to approximately
10 800 |, in S&o Paulo, and four individuals have been arrested in connection with the case,
highlighting concerns over food safety and authenticity.

18/03/2025  noticias.uol  exame

The Colombian police have seized over 20 000 bottles of adulterated alcohol in an operation
against food fraud. The alcohol is believed to have been produced illegally and did not meet
quality and food safety standards.

18/03/2025  eluniversal

The KwaZulu-Natal police in South Africa have seized a large quantity of counterfeit alcohol,
valued at EUR 70 000, and dismantled an illegal alcohol factory. One suspect has been
arrested in connection with the case.

18/03/2025  citizen ol

A criminal complaint has been filed in relation to the production and distribution of bread that
does not meet safety and public health standards in Argentina. The complaint focuses on
crimes against public safety and health, and an investigation has been launched to determine
the responsibility of those involved.

19/03/2025  eldiariodelarepublica

Italian police have seized 11.5 t of Indo-Pacific octopuses at the port of Venice, Italy. The
importer has been fined for the infraction, as the octopuses did not meet food safety
standards and had not been declared correctly.

20/03/2025  ilgazzettino

Sri Lankan police have intercepted a truck carrying a load of low-quality tea, known as "refuse
tea", which is believed to have been intended for sale in the market as high-quality tea. The
load has been seized and the case is being investigated.

21/03/2025  island

Cambodian authorities have seized over 25 000 chicken eggs that were illegally imported
from Vietnam. The seizure was part of an operation to combat food smuggling in the country.
26/03/2025  khmertimeskh

The Nigerian Customs Service has seized 3 832 bags of contraband rice within a month. The
seizures were made at various entry points across the country and the total value of the
seized rice is estimated to be substantial.

27/03/2025  premiumtimesng

Brazilian police have detained a truck driver who was transporting 2 000 bottles of wine
without a tax invoice and 750 | of an olive oil brand banned in Brazil. The cargo was found in a
truck that was traveling through the Santos region in the state of Sdo Paulo.

28/03/2025  gl.globo
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The United States FDA has recalled 4 000 bags of Traverse City Cherry Coffee due to a " United States
labeling error and the presence of an undeclared ingredient. The recall has been carried out in

15 states across the country. Cocoa ahd cocoa
29/03/2025 mlive larepublica preparations, coffee and
tea
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Other interesting articles

© European Union, 2025

Report on EU agri-food fraud suspicions ii U

“Monthly reports on Agri-Food Fraud Monthly suspicions” displaying the necessary
information concerning fraud suspicions retrieved from the Alert and Cooperation Network. @ Food
FEN monthly - European Commission

The Food Fraud Monthly Report is drafted by the JRC Geel Unit F.4 “Food Integrity” with the support of the JRC Ispra Unit T.5 “Text
and Data Mining’.

It serves the same interests as the JRC report but is based on EUMS notifications. More at: FFN _monthly - European
Commission (europa.eu)
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If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food
Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.
For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form.
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