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Disclaimer: The presentation of articles reflects their media coverage. In any case, it does not reflect the frequency of food 
fraud in a particular country and/or concerning a specific food product. The European Commission does not take any 
responsibility for the validity of the information extracted from the media channels scanned. The views expressed shall not be 
regarded as stating an official position of the European Commission.   

 
The police in Artigas seized a tonne of Brazilian chicken which had been smuggled into the 
country. The individual responsible was sentenced to prison for contraband. 
01/02/2025     elpueblodigital     teledoce      

 
Uruguay 

 
Poultry meat and poultry 
meat products 

 
Grey market 

   
The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) discarded 150 kg of adulterated spices and 50 kg of other 
substandard food products in a crackdown on food fraud. 
02/02/2025     urdupoint      

 
Pakistan 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The Colombian National Food and Drug Surveillance Institute (INVIMA) withdrew from the 
market over 500 000 illegal products that posed a risk to public health. 
03/02/2025     occidente      

 
Colombia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 
Other food products/ 
mixed 

 
Grey market 

   
The Italian Coast Guard and Financial Police seized 800 kg of fish products, which were then 
donated to charitable organisations in Manfredonia after being deemed unfit for sale. 
04/02/2025     ledicola     immediato      

 
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   
Mexican authorities have seized adulterated milk in two separate incidents in León and 
Irapuato, resulting in the arrest of two individuals and a strengthening of health surveillance in 
the area. 
05/02/2025     am     periodicocorreo      
 
 
 

 
Mexico 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Grey market 

Food Fraud Cases 

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://elpueblodigital.uy/la-policia-de-artigas-incauta-mercaderia-de-contrabando-por-mas-de-500-mil-pesos/
https://www.teledoce.com/telemundo/policiales/lo-pararon-en-la-ruta-en-artigas-y-le-encontraron-una-tonelada-de-carne-de-pollo-brasileno-lo-condenaron-a-prision-por-contrabando/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-discards-150kg-adulterated-spices-50kg-p-1916425.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://occidente.co/colombia/invima-retira-del-mercado-mas-de-500-000-productos-ilegales-que-representaban-un-riesgo-para-los-colombianos/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://ledicola.it/foggia/manfredonia-in-beneficenza-800-kg-di-prodotti-ittici-sequestrati/
https://www.immediato.net/2025/02/04/guardia-costiera-e-guardia-di-finanza-donano-800-kg-di-pesce-sequestrato-agli-enti-caritatevoli-di-manfredonia/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
http://www.am.com.mx/leon/2025/2/5/ahora-detienen-dos-huachilecheros-en-leon-incautan-almacen-ilegal-de-leche-adulterada-731366.html
https://periodicocorreo.com.mx/irapuato/tras-decomiso-de-leche-adulterada-refuerzan-vigilancia-en-irapuato-20250206-120509.html
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The Italian Financial Police seized 3 000 l of untraceable cow's milk in Palermo, highlighting 
concerns over food safety and authenticity. 
06/02/2025     ilfattonisseno      
 

 
Italy 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   
The Kano State Government in Nigeria has seized worth of spoiled sesame seeds, cracking 
down on food adulteration in the state. 
06/02/2025     punchng      

 
Nigeria 

 
Nuts, nut products and 
seeds 

 
Adulteration/ Product 
tampering 

   
The Spanish Civil Guard has dismantled an international network of illegal wine trade, 
investigating seven individuals for selling counterfeit Rioja wines in Asia. 
06/02/2025     eldiadelarioja     actualidadriojabaja      

 
Spain 

 
Wine 

 
Counterfeit 

   
Bolivian authorities have seized an unspecified quantity of adulterated food products, 
including meat and other goods, in a crackdown on food fraud in the country. 
06/02/2025     hoybolivia      

 
Bolivia 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 
Poultry meat and poultry 
meat products 

 
Grey market 

   
Brazilian authorities have seized over 2 000 l of prohibited olive oil in the state of Paraná, 
highlighting concerns over food safety and authenticity. 
09/02/2025     globorural      

 
Brazil 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Grey market 

   
Indian authorities have seized 40 t of Public Distribution System (PDS) rice from a private 
warehouse in Madhya Pradesh, highlighting concerns over food diversion and corruption. 
10/02/2025     deccanherald      

 
India 

 
Cereals and bakery 
products 

 
Grey market 

   
Yemeni authorities have seized a large quantity of expired and adulterated food products, 
including dairy products and other goods, in a crackdown on food fraud in the country. 
12/02/2025     saba      

 
Yemen 

 
Milk and milk products 

 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   
A raid on a premises in Worthing has led to the discovery of stolen goods, including food and 
drink, and the arrest of four individuals, highlighting concerns over food theft and distribution 
of illicit goods. 
13/02/2025     theargus      

 
United Kingdom 

 
Alcoholic beverages 
Food 

 
Grey market 

   
A cigarette and alcohol smuggling ring has been dismantled by the police, resulting in the 
confiscation of 40 000 cigarettes and an unspecified quantity of alcohol. 
13/02/2025     zch      

 
Romania 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 
 
 

   

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.ilfattonisseno.it/2025/02/sequestrati-dalla-gdf-3mila-litri-di-latte-bovino-non-tracciato-a-palermo/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://punchng.com/kano-cracks-down-on-food-adulteration-seizes-n180m-spoiled-sesame-seeds/#google_vignette
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.eldiadelarioja.es/noticia/z8b8247fe-eda9-d248-b0608fb550ed6fa4/202502/7-investigados-por-vender-en-asia-vinos-falsos-de-doca-rioja
https://actualidadriojabaja.com/la-guardia-civil-desmantela-una-red-internacional-de-comercio-ilegal-de-vino-rioja/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.hoybolivia.com/Noticia.php?IdNoticia=367194
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://globorural.globo.com/agricultura/noticia/2025/02/mais-de-dois-mil-litros-de-azeite-proibido-no-brasil-sao-apreendidos-no-parana.ghtml
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/madhya-pradesh/400-quintals-of-pds-rice-seized-from-private-warehouse-in-madhya-pradesh-3400565
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.saba.ye/en/news3436953.htm
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/24932243.stolen-goods-raid-worthing-leads-four-arrests/?ref=rss
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://zch.ro/retea-de-contrabanda-cu-tigari-si-alcool-destructurata-de-politie-40-000-de-tigarete-confiscate/#google_vignette
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Italian authorities have seized 5 300 l of olive oil and alcoholic beverages at the port of 
Ancona, suspected to be of Albanian origin. 
14/02/2025     cronacheancona      

 
Italy 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Grey market 

   
The US Coast Guard has detained 11 Mexican fishermen and seized 725 kg of illegal fish and 
9 sharks off the coast of Texas, highlighting concerns over fisheries crime and food safety. 
14/02/2025     hstoday      

 
United States 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Grey market 

   
Northern Irish authorities have seized 600 kg of illegal meat, sparking concerns about food 
safety and potential health risks to consumers. The origin and type of meat have not been 
specified, but the seizure highlights the need for vigilant monitoring to prevent the sale of 
illicit and potentially hazardous food products. 
19/02/2025     farminguk      

 
United Kingdom 

 
Meat and meat products 
(other than poultry) 

 
Counterfeit 

   
Authorities in Tunisia have uncovered a significant case of olive oil fraud, highlighting concerns 
over the authenticity and quality of olive oil in the country. 
20/02/2025     teatronaturale      

 
Tunisia 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Document forgery 

   
Authorities in Candelaria, Valle del Cauca, Colombia, have seized a significant quantity of 
adulterated liquor, equivalent to approximately 2 600 bottles. The seizure highlights the 
ongoing issue of liquor adulteration in the region, posing serious health risks to consumers. 
13/01/2025     elpais      

 
Colombia 

 
Alcoholic beverages 

 
Grey market 

   
Brazilian authorities have seized over 40 t of counterfeit olive oil, equivalent to approximately 
10 800 l, in São Paulo, and four individuals have been arrested in connection with the case, 
highlighting concerns over food safety and authenticity. 
20/02/2025     noticias.uol     exame      

 
Brazil 

 
Fats and oils 

 
Counterfeit 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   
The Hong Kong authorities have seized a quantity of adulterated food products, including 
frozen meat and poultry, from a local food establishment, highlighting concerns over food 
safety and authenticity. 
21/02/2025     info.gov      

 
China 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Grey market 

   
 

The Dominican authorities have seized 8 500 kg of smuggled cocoa, highlighting concerns 
over food safety and illicit trade.. 
21/02/2025     elcaribe      

 
Dominican Republic 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 
preparations, coffee and 
tea 

 
Grey market 

   
Ghanaian authorities have seized a significant quantity of smuggled cocoa, highlighting 
concerns over food safety and illicit trade.. 
24/02/2025     apanews      
 

 
Ghana 

 
Cocoa and cocoa 
preparations, coffee and 
tea 

 
Grey market 

   

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.cronacheancona.it/2025/02/14/sequestrati-al-porto-5-300-litri-tra-olio-di-oliva-e-alcolici-dallalbania/539355/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/maritime-security/coast-guard-detains-11-mexican-fishermen-seizes-1595-pounds-of-illegal-fish-and-9-sharks-off-texas-coast/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.farminguk.com/news/concern-raised-after-600kg-of-illegal-meat-seized-in-ni_66139.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.teatronaturale.it/tracce/mondo/44393-le-frodi-sull-olio-di-oliva-in-tunisia.htm
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.elpais.com.co/valle/incautan-en-candelaria-licor-adulterado-equivalente-a-2600-botellas-1945.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://noticias.uol.com.br/cotidiano/ultimas-noticias/2025/02/20/mais-de-40-toneladas-de-azeite-falso-sao-apreendidas-em-sp-4-sao-presos.htm
https://exame.com/agro/ministerio-da-agricultura-apreende-10-800-litros-de-azeite-fraudado-em-osasco-sp/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202502/21/P2025022100457.htm
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.elcaribe.com.do/panorama/pais/agricultura-y-cesfront-se-incautan-85-quintales-de-cacao-de-contrabando/
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://fr.apanews.net/not-to-be-missed/ghana-saisie-dune-importante-quantite-de-cacao-de-contrebande/
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The Italian Coast Guard has seized a quantity of fish in Palermo, specifically in the Porticello 
area, highlighting concerns over food safety and illicit trade. 
26/02/2025     palermotoday      

 
Italy 

 
Fish and fish products 

 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

  
   
Spanish authorities have discovered a hidden storage room in a mobile phone shop in Madrid, 
containing 25 t of illicit meat, including Kobe beef, and hazardous sauces, highlighting 
concerns over food safety and authenticity. 
27/02/2025     abc     eldebate      

 
Spain 

 
Other food products/ 
mixed 

 
Misdescription/ 
Mislabelling/ Misbranding 

   
Cuban authorities have discovered a clandestine coffee factory in Havana, highlighting 
concerns over food safety and authenticity. 
27/02/2025     cibercuba      

 
Cuba 

 
Herbs and spices 

 
Grey market 

   
   
   
 
  

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.palermotoday.it/cronaca/guardia-costiera-sequestro-pesce-palermo-porticello.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.abc.es/espana/madrid/camara-secreta-tienda-moviles-escondia-toneladas-ilegales-20250226181530-nt.html
https://www.eldebate.com/espana/madrid/20250227/encuentran-25-toneladas-carne-kobe-salsas-peligrosas-tienda-moviles-madrid_274245.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/43000-liters-of-illicit-liquor-seized-in-nurpur-district-of-himachal-pradesh-1503186861.html
https://www.cibercuba.com/noticias/2025-02-27-u1-e129488-s27061-nid297911-descubren-fabrica-clandestina-cafe-habana
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Report on EU agri-food fraud suspicions 

 

EU 

“Monthly reports on Agri-Food Fraud Monthly suspicions” displaying the necessary 
information concerning fraud suspicions retrieved from the Alert and Cooperation Network. 
FFN monthly - European Commission  

Food 

   
   
The Food Fraud Monthly Report is drafted by the JRC Geel Unit F.4 “Food Integrity” with the support of the JRC Ispra Unit T.5 “Text 
and Data Mining”. 

 

It serves the same interests as the JRC report but is based on EUMS notifications. More at: FFN monthly - European 
Commission (europa.eu) 

 

The European Commission’s science and knowledge service 
Joint Research Centre 

 

 

Copyrights pictures: 
©acceptfoto – stock.adobe.com 
©Alex White – stock.adobe.com 
©UBE – stock.adobe.com 
©Africa Studio – stock.adobe.com 

If you wish to receive a notification whenever any new Food Fraud Monthly Report is published on our Knowledge Centre for Food 
Fraud and Quality (KC-FFQ) website, please register here: K4P Newsroom.  
For any comments, questions or feedback feel free to contact us via the K4P feedback form. 

 
 

Other interesting articles 

https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/acn/ffn-monthly_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/acn/ffn-monthly_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/acn/ffn-monthly_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/food-fraud-quality_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2254/create
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/give-us-feedback_en?reported_page=/food-fraud-quality_en&destination=/food-fraud-quality_en&related_knowledge_service=5

