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Approach for the study

Ovarall aim
• Showcase an example of 

multilevel governance in 
SDG subnational 
implementation

• Identify methods, 
challenges and 
opportunities

Methodology
• > 30 interviews
• Desktop research & 

benchmark with:
- Other subnational 
examples
- International VLR 
analysis

Purpose
• Provide a clear picture of 

a SDG Ecosystem
• Contribute with policy 

recommendations for 
future VLR generation



The Basque SDG Ecosystem
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“Horizontal” development

Political: Yearly reports to 
Basque Parliament

Operational : Open 
Government Partnership
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Multi-Stakeholder Agenda – “Gunea 2030” Pilot rpoject
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“Collective transition” from Agenda 21 
to 2030 Agenda

“Local 2030 Agenda” – Practical 
Guide for alignment of municipal 

strategies

Basque Foundation for Food Safety

Sustainable Bonds: 4 years / 600 M € p.a.

Accountability“Umbrella” strategy: Euskadi Basque Country 2030 
Alignment of 4-year legislative planning with SDG goals & indicators

Gipuzkoa: Budget allignment

Araba: Cross-sector alliance

Bizkaia: SDG-oriented tax system

SDG localisation in practice 
Basque Urban Agenda 

& neighborhood-based 
urban regeneration 

strategy
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Decade of Action:
New challenges

Ingurugelak: Education for Sustainability

Data management & indicators

Basque Statistical office: alignment & 
adaptation of SDG indicators

University 2030 Agenda       

17+Basque Public University 1 Objetivos

“Quadruple Helix”

Training: “SGD vision” 

Yearly modules for public administration 
(technical & political level) and private 

sector (SMEs & clusters)



A Decalogue for the next VLR generation

Part of something 
else

Cooperation, no 
competition

Training & 
Awareness-raising

Multi-stakeholder 
perspective

4 transformative 
questions

Territorial 
approach

Pragmatic, but 
solid assessments

Policy coherence Top-Down & 
Bottom-up

Multi-level 
international fora


